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? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".Then he folded
the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its
contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent."
(119).They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his
friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his
friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to
you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he
changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the
master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his
occasions.'."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my
lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire,
she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish,
(35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee
and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii.
6..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness,
and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till
they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel
to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so
foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the
king's daughter..50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber
and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.?Story of Prince Bihzad..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son.
Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his
servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad,
upon the necks to raise it men delight..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and
said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and
charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house.
Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the
price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms
and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little
while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in
her praise..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..When
the townsfolk saw this, they repented of that which they had done and the affair was grievous to them; so they sought pardon [of God] and said to
her, ' By the virtue of Him whom thou servest, do thou seek pardon for us [of God!]' Quoth she, 'As for me, I may no longer abide with you and I
am about to depart from you.' Then they humbled themselves in supplication to her and wept and said to her, 'We conjure thee, by the virtue of God
the Most High, that thou take upon thyself the governance of the kingdom and of the subjects.' But she refused; whereupon they came up to her and
wept and gave not over supplicating her, till she consented and abode in the kingship. Her first commandment was that they should bury the
princess and build over her a dome (6) and she abode in that palace, worshipping God the Most High and ruling the people with justice, and God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed her, by reason of the excellence of her piety and her patience and continence, the
acceptance of her prayers, so that she sought not aught of Him to whom belong might and majesty, but He granted her prayer; and her report was
noised abroad in all countries..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my
wits I'm fain..Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that
indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you, though I lose
that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and
said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made
an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen
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and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that
kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of this fellow,
who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode
in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his hope of
me.".? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs,
acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he
will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to
Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that
they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their
design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying,
"Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other.
Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and
made himself king..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"
answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the
love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.
O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but
that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of
these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my
thirsting tongue they ply..26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.Quoth the
Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee
again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him,
"My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it
and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went
out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and
when thou goest out, shut the door.".One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment
and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him
with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the
goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;
whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her
blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,
quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city
and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words
and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to
Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city
that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El
Muradi and his crew]..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so
take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And
the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my
lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he
buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him,
saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the
Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and
brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth
he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of
mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander
of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute
with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, '
This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go
forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.There was once
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a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A
man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his
neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and
Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..The Fifth Day.When she had made an end of her
verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking
it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After awhile, he came to himself and said,
"Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and with God the Most High be thy
requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike, she may yet be softened." Then
he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet
ne'er my wishes I attain),.110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with
looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes
her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they,
"and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz,
said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his
head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king
purposed against him..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to
bewail in torment and dismay..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again
thy sight?".?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.When
the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house,
so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is
magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose
and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye."
Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had
thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.Thereupon there sallied forth to
him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his
adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith!
Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared
to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then
the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who
was, i. 293..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the
underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!)
willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed
with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to
him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast
gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen
neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this
punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.'
Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will
incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And
Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? All
hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii.
226..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid
with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to
side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King
Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her
describers:.? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Then the captain
looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they
became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon
she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took
soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded
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and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised]
story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep
the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said
she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these
verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an
answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND
ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the
matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ?
Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear
forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er
Rehwan.Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a
device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and
confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for
chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman
inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth
Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,
when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and
sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two
dirhems..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to
rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Officer's Story dccccxxxii.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and
yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee;
wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her,
'[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and
bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide
two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.The Fourth Night of the Month..Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..The king
gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would
have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever
[of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to
her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he
answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and
sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee."
I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will
come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame
and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to
him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her
clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed
by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the
slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.All who
were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over
wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding
delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that
was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand
dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and
endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When the morning
morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there,
doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a
man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath
befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds
and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of
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the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to
slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and
delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went
out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them,
"What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose
name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that
she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and
forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth
said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the
Commander of the Faithful..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben
Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and
Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die
Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the
kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the
earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost
kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former
usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of
marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? I
am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE
SHARPER..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life
was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one,"
naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I
have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.'
Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a
long while, [without farther news]..?STORY OF THE MAN WHO WAS LAVISH OF HIS HOUSE AND HIS VICTUAL TO ONE WHOM HE
KNEW NOT..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold,
and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of
thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst
the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out
into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the
ablution..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion
is forspent..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.10.
Women's Craft cxcv-cc.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her
slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after
the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in
[rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him
with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read
it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the
following verses:.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she
seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap
and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the
singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned
her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went
away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him),
deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this
wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and
at nightfall he went to the bath..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and
dismay..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim
said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and
learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I
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return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with
thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of
price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and
ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..? ? ?
? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four
queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King
Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his
hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness
and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she
answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and
sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were
removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and
sweet-scented flowers..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..93. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.17.
The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him
along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great
river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after
which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his
father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history
and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..King's
Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I
give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she
heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with
grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are
fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that
which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit
and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had
betided him], whilst she wept..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.I marvelled at her words and
said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What
have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I
would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid."
Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of
Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and
thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my
case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but
the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night
Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to
thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care
of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the
morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and
gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.The dealer stood at
her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve
hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I
will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her
name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant
for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with
her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and
said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell
thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust
myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts
be eased and eyes no longer sore..126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.When the vizier came to the King of
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Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening
and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he
went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and
dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in
him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion
overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his
wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of
fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited
him not..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a
woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour
of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of
the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was
ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion,
and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin
el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled
in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered,
"How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day
long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt
get the better of him.".Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy
lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year
agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so
haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But
we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord
and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they
replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with
thee and near fruition led..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..On
the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife
innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the
door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so
he broke it open and abode as he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted
case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave,
except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.When the boy saw
what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed
concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell
a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.'
And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty
noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear
to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place,
be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in
mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the sky..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and
wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And
she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the
Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the
army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es
Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..? ? ? ? ? No
slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and
Abou Nuwas dc.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house.
"By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me."
And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's
house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect
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turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and
left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door]
and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw
somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of
blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be
hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police
cccxli.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many
years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy
permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall
it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart
and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the
youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none
may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak
with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Daughters,
The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? What strength have I
solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?
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