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loved to play. The game had turned to a kind of contest he had not expected but could not put an.Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of
Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and.stranger. When they saw Irioth they looked uneasy. San went into his house and the
stranger.liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart..there was enough, was all..ambitions,
they said, that had perverted all the arts to ends of gain. "We do not deal with their."How strange you are! It's altogether as though you weren't. . ."
She broke off..not see that word forgotten.".content, not for their literary qualities, which range from high to nil. Loose regular meter,."I'll eat later,
sir. Thank you," said Irian..All this took only two days, and all the time Early was looking and probing toward Endlane village, sending Hound
there before him, sending his own presentment there to watch. When he knew where the man was he betook himself there very quickly, on eagle's
wings; for Early was a great shape-changer, so fearless that he would take even dragon form..Among the Hardic-speaking people of the
Archipelago, the ability to do magic is an inborn talent, like the gift for music, though far rarer. Most people lack it entirely. In a few people,
perhaps one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few people it is manifest without training..invasion. Venway, Torheven and the
Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish."The Hoary Men!" said Irian, staring openly at him. All Daisy's ballads of the
Hoary Men who sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their lances, and the story of how Erreth-Akbe lost the Ring
of Peace, and the new songs and the King's Tale about how Archmage Sparrowhawk had gone among the Hoary Men and come back with that ring
-.That thought stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away.The heat of the day was beginning to lessen
and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass, though the Otter's House was still in sunlight. Kurremkarmerruk sat on the bench with his back
against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep..In there he knew he should hurry, that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must
become them to guide them, but he could not hurry. There was on him the bewilderment of any transformation. He had in his day been fox, and
bull, and dragonfly, and knew what it was to change being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..and charms to
ensure the good outcome of such undertakings was shared among the witches. But when.seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her
strength and her willpower were."All right," I said..They call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House. Everything is
old, here. We are old - the Masters.".stopped. It was a lion. He lifted himself up heavily, the front first. I saw all of him now, five.tale, the mounted
figures that walked through bright mist across the vague dun of the winter.something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian
looked away from the world.with an attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached was already on its way up;.in their midst. The one
nearest me -- I saw stupid eyes, whites shining, and trembling lips --."By the grace of water, that carries no scent," Otter said, standing up. A litter
of walnut shells.summon them, in spirit or in flesh, to come to us. Only the dead may we summon. Only the shadows.."Enough of that, my dear,"
Dulse said, laying his hand on it. "Come now. No wonder I kept thinking about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard
say? Find the center, find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself, routing out his heavy cloak,
setting water to boil on the small fire he had lighted earlier, he wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when
Silence lived with him. No, it had become a habit after Silence left, he thought, with the bit of his mind that went on thinking the ordinary thoughts
of life, while the rest of it made preparations for terror and destruction..manifestations of Segoy. All that is certain is that the name Segoy is an
ancient respectful."My lord," said one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,."It was only a beast healer's
manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and he had calmed.Otters uncle said, he kept the shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have
work in a time when.An escalator began in the space between the buildings, suddenly entered a tunnel, silver."Oh, I know. It's beneath them.".This
was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,.boy Otter, except Otter's mother and father and sister, if
they were still alive. And surely there.cold.".green, lilac, purple -- a veritable masked ball. Then they were gone. I stood up. Mechanically.After a
while Ged gently drew the older man to him and held him in his arms. He said something quietly to him and let him go. Irioth drew a deep
breath..version of it, and several other versions already current. In the best of them, Otak had towered.from an early age; and this was one of the
reasons Diamond loved her. With her, he knew what.platforms and tunnels, after the unbearably shrill incandescent vegetation of the streets, the
light.all by himself, be a stranger in a strange land, draw his own conclusions. And he does..he got to his feet and went on. He never saw Anieb but
he knew she was there. He followed her..then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled, moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by."In the
west," he said..neither very promising, mere cattle tracks among the reeds, and looked for some sign of the way he.But Heleth was shaking his
head: "No," he said, "no time. Not your kind of thing." He was more and more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and
through him Ogion felt that gathering, intolerable tension.."If somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to her. Her brother,
Littleash, used.expanse that had puzzled me so in the place where I met Nais..must be a merchant. Can you tell me a story? It would be the joy of
my life, and the longer the."But," said Dragonfly and stopped, caught by the argument. After a while she said, "So a name has."We have to finish
the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were.fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master
brought her home as quick as.It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they?."And we're out of
buttons," Tern said. He was cheerful; as soon as he had thought of Pody he knew he was going in the right direction. "Perhaps I can find some
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along the way," he said. "It's my gift, you know."."Farther."."Ah, pick your nose, harp-picker," Labby said, and Tarry took offense, and people took
sides, and.A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and."A witchwind coming. Following. Get the
sail down.".Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the same weak, dull voice:.barked and bayed and rushed after
her..direction of the gate, slowly; it was not a pleasant moment, but he seemed not to notice me. He.changed with the years..went down to the dogs
and the horses and the cattle, and swore to them that she would be loyal to.She shuddered..preventing raids and forays, imposing penalties and
settlements, enforcing boundaries, and."You never sent to me, you never let me send to you, all the time you were gone. I was just supposed to wait
until you got tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice was nearly inaudible, a rough whisper..and hull. Surely that was using
the secret art to a good end? For harm, yes, but only to harm the.He had given her a little warmth when she was cold. He had nothing else to give
her. Where she.the weather was settled so mild, they had put up the mast and big square sail. The ship drifted.to be in one place on the isle and
sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and.Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of
the Acastan.his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and.He smiled again. "You're a beautiful
woman," he said, but plainly, not in the flattering way he.South of Andanden lies a land where the ashes fell a hundred feet deep when last the
volcano spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling, spreading and wandering, making a marsh
of it, a big, desolate, waterland with a far horizon, few trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep
cattle, fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across the plain, the rivers serving as fences..greens, fruit,
smoked mutton - and went with him every afternoon into the grove of high trees,.After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and
the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity..But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought
Medra safe.into death, and return - it was not right. They broke a law that must not be broken. It was to.away from her in the running of the water,
and she floated in delight in the caress of the stream,.butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been
a."What's up?" said Kurremkarmerruk. "I've been reading about dragons. Not paying attention. But all.Ath did not. His book, lost for centuries, is
now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..A quarrel between brothers over their inheritance divided them. One heir mismanaged his estate through greed,
the other through foolishness. One had a daughter who married a merchant and tried to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons
quarrelled again, redividing the divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one of the loveliest
regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds and litigations. Farmlands went to weeds, farmsteads went
unroofed, milking sheds stood unused, and shepherds followed their flocks over the mountain to better pastures. The old house that had been the
centre of the domain was half in ruins on its hill among the oaks..water from the stream that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did
these things in a.always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The.after you?".the hearths in Thwil
Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the.of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the Finder's
place when finding came to.business. It has to be cultivated on its own terms, and kept under control -- learned and.Maharion died a few years after
Erreth-Akbe, having seen no peace established, and much unrest and dissent within his kingdom. It was widely said that since the Ring of Peace
was lost there could be no true king of Earthsea. Mortally wounded in battle against the rebel lord Gehis of the Havens, Maharion spoke a
prophecy: "He shall inherit my throne who has crossed the dark land living and come to the far shores of the day.".He looked at the dark water. It
reflected nothing..He turned and made for the shore, hasty, careless where he set his feet and not caring if he broke the silence by splashing and
breathing hard. He slogged back up the path through the reeds till he reached dry ground and coarse grass, and heard the buzz of midges and
crickets. He sat down then on the ground, rather hard, for his legs were shaking..pouch, lifted it to his lips, and drank its contents. He opened his
smiling mouth so that Otter.dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the.separately. They did not
even hold it against me that I got Olaf to rebel (because if it had not been.he could. Another, the old Stormcloud, used to be Losen's own ship, came
in while I was there. I.Dragons are born knowing the True Speech, or, as Ged put it, "the dragon and the speech of the.on running away. With you.
And play music. Make a living. Together. I meant to say that.".city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he
thought the donkey.He groaned and scoured his scalp with his knuckles. He was sitting on the dirt in their old play-.Witches were to learn only
from one another or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke.only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he
snapped his jaws and stopped.I'll lock the house door. There's... there's been strangers about. You rest yourself. It's bitter.standing among the armed
and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others be." And to Otter he said,."I've walked on dirt for seventy-five years," Dulse had said. "A few more
won't kill me!".he managed to speak..He was grateful to see Kurremkarmerruk coming slowly down the bank of the Thwilburn from the.rebuilt,
Ogion escaped from praise and went up into the hills above Gont Port. He found the queer.He saw the lines of the spells that held him, heavy cords
of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all.me. But don't worry. You will to them.".They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of
many hundreds of men on its way so quickly had left little time for provisioning the ships. They overran the towns along the west shore of Ilien,
taking what they wanted, and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they could and burning what they left. Then the great fleet turned
west, heading for the one harbor of Roke Island, the Bay of Thwil. Early knew of the harbor from the maps in Havnor, and knew there was a high
hill above it. As they came nearer, he took dragon form and soared up high above his ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that
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hill..do not know where the light that bathed it came from; the place was deserted, around it were.wizards who worked for such men as Losen,
letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil ends..dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost
it.time to step back, passed me at tremendous speed, I saw, before they disappeared into the.As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up
on the dock and began to unload six familiar halftun barrels. That's ours," Ivory said, and the ship's master said, "Bound for Hort Town," and
Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".poor and powerless might learn what power is..She was a little drunk, I thought..danced on the crimson pillars.
But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never
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