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? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? When
from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms
souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained
him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of
honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I
abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when
drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I
and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When
the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When the
appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no
recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the
latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En
Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became
warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for
him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai,
"And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said,
'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed
from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.After this the king sat,
with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the
viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and
the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are
straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of
grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there
had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth
he who ensueth haste repent.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).? ? ? ? ?
c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I
shroud.".Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad,
and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the
lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my
poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich
again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed
from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the
story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Whenas the soul desireth
one other than its peer, ii 207..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her
longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and
could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King
Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my
servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,'
answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest
thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his
uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts
pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,'
answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.When the
damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly
further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and
how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will
demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I
loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to
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thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but
I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against
the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218)
Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than
that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies,
worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he
abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his
uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his
body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers,
who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of
somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and
answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed,
he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as
thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who
was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew
me not, but there betided me this and that.'.38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.?Story of King Suleiman
Shah and His Sons..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at
that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou
knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a
deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep
and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not
to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death,
for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is
death to the wise and the ripe of wit..?THE NINTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave
their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire
straightway..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a
waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed
and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and
its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about
vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs
and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I
am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my
lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking
upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the
saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon
Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of
thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew
this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O
Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he
deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so
thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened
with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he
might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my
lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..Accordingly, Shefikeh went out and
repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So she saluted her and
said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest that I have gotten
(101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right], for that she did with
me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that he, on whose behalf I
bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two hundred and fifty
dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A
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neighbour of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However,
he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name
of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk;
but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.'
And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered
the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue
save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying
my command, In whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or
live, that we may hope again thy sight?".Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and
talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will
put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier,
'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me
three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who
said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh
in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the
ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.? ? ? ? ?
Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls
dcli.As for the youth, he gave his governor a thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest
of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not [long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath
wasted thy money and wantoned it away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath
entrusted his son? Indeed, this were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a
youth; and when he is weary [of waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of
travail and reproach.' So he went on with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son
dlxxix.? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..108.
Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones
away..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the
earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the
Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those
who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath
need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined
she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to
the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up
to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the
room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of
the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and
brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, As
swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and
said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou
keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king
honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears
flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii.
8..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted
thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the
Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it
booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her
to the utmost of munificence..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket,
wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her,
"The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the
love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.The old woman returned
to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when
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he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark
(13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?'
asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was
with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this,
affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong
might and majesty), the wound healed up.".Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..On the morrow, he repaired to the druggist, who
saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of his yesterday's
case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the chest; but his wife
forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as he were a madman,
going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she gave me this shirt of
her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a
case from foul to fair..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and
behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair
and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled
and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the
horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the
pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe,
embroidered with all manner colours..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain
said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead
have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are
gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear
no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service]
two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..6. Story of the
Hunchback cii.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape
and charming all with her seductive air..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.When the
king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who
counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to
mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and
[dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends
told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.? ? ?
? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.She comes in a robe the colour of
ultramarine, iii. 190..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers
rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted
station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story
bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".When
Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my
brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have
suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that
which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou
hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy
delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and
accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel,
he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So
the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus].
As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai,
made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of
Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying
gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the
redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved
from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.? ? ? ? ?
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b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with
heart devoid of care;.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of
bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of
coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a
stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered
she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell
off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain
came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we
have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk
fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation;
for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and
found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there]
and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past
count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to
the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1)
who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his
brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took
ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her
of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face,
the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie
with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft
speech and gentleness..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of
favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter
of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore
with her, for kinship's sake..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him
And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..Abou Temam, Story of
Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men
delight..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ?
Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming
o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what
while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute
and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:."When I
[returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at
home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a
knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the
Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me
welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I
kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry
him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What
while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock
and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.I did as she bade me and
when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must
know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go
down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now
this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of
the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth
came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done
away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the
palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as
for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou."
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Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the
pavilion six days in every month..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that
place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they
were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels
(43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of
the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi
bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an
infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the
tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory
offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii.
203..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth
upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat
of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he
signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute
and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her
into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,'
answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,'
exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to
take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he
bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she
confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.112. Abdallah
ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought
clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by
thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he
handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will
assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? v. The
House with the Belvedere dxcviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.When the
night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted
of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with
me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen,
and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was
halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your
strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i.
53..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door
locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days
agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit,
and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And
indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided
me.'.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh
said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk
and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to
herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and
look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain
without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold,
my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath
nought standeth me in stead..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate
in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I
have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in
my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in
summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he
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had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to
him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is
allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.98. The Haunted House
in Baghdad dclxxxviii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii.
226..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved
himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the
way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them
without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the
shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to
that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him
also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his
children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making
themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he
went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man
whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou
mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us
aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to
the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he
had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my
breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering
thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever
near,.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so
he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered,
"O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths
and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the
Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed
and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and
gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this
my letter.".Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with
God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O
father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my
home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine
august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter
of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Prince who fell
in Love with the Picture, The, i. 256..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the
fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy;
after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix
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