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When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and

his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast

it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover

he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had

expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added

Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do

with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the

transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us."

So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for

the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him

there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and

thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept

till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the

Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's

hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with

the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself

and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29)

If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from

hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so

be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own

place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..The ship

tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise

profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where

his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a

tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore,

hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither

and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him,

when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and

factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite

thee with benefits!'.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king,

that.I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said,

and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise,

that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound

up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220)

Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our

destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good

profit..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to

her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my

daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst

thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is

indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee

and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he

[hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be

refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..So she gave him the lute and he

forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis

cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on

therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;'

and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by
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her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,

fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making

sate, iii. 135..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Therewithal he ordered her a

handsome house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her.

This was done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch

Noureddin from the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and

delight a full-told month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon

brocade and the entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor

was the appointed time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment

to all who looked on him..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large

generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of

merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to

the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had

abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the

townsfolk from night to night..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Conclusion..A friend of mine once invited me to an

entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of

gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been

used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126)

Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that

happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but

he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between

me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing

ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and

he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after

hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that

which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the

sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently,

[dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.? ? ? ? ? My

favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to

the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he

marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont,

neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to

the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover

the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell

upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..The

eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a

madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When

the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?'

Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif

awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in

haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave

of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to

do.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her

and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So

Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying,

'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the

Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon

the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done

with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How

bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was
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delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded

and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and

walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the

current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or

to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft

cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand,

forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..Now the

treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of

the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When

the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's

favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken

and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which

there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,

to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and

slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make

ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where

he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and

went away..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..117. The Righteousness of

King Anoushirwan cccclxiv.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to

the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to

the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat

down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.128. The Ferryman

of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth

Brother clviii.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..The old man laughed at her speech and her verses pleased him.

Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst

thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called wood, other than this?" She

laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of whom shall I get it for thee?"

And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us

aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for singing; for that she seeketh

this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a lute. [The old man took it and

carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might hear the singing..? ? ? ? ? f.

The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.WP="BR1">.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had

lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to

China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay

that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst

the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were

fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and

in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God

the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El

Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the

clay..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and

strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are

my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them

his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the

stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished

upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of

[his reunion with] his wife and children..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending

for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said,

"Know, O king of the age, that.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs;

then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated,
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and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward,

with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out

publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness,

(103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and

she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell,

returned to my lodging..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness

compare..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the

physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a

scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I

rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my

greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but

I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to

me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid

dccccxlii.The old woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in

which she clad him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright,

washed his body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him

broth; so he ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..Then he sprang up [and going] to

the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom

he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more.

So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends

with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor

ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a

mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?'

So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had

gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth

Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my

tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled

thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old

man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and]

abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said

to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to

bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I

will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the

thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way

and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is

needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250)

Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for

winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it

four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith

he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes

five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of

twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.'

[So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.The First Day..When Tuhfeh heard

this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the

world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and

departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him.

They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban; and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing

sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory

over them..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons

and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface,
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and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God

decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this

was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his

breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from

destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk

and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that

night and died and his son reigned in his stead.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a

journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of

the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and

foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred

and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to

his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he

gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the

merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant,

whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and

trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and

compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast

it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and

tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he

brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided

and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of

elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the

horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the

days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how

the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,

"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he

putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".So she opened

the door to him and brought him in. Then she seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her

and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and

she could find nothing for it but to hide the singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194)

and smelling the odour of wine, questioned her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we

drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the

druggist, that had invited him and fed him), deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the

lady returned to their sport and abode on this wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the

forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and at nightfall he went to the bath..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of

almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her,

[found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!"

When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned

him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried

Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth

but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a

fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came

out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth

to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of

offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army

of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..It chanced one

day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the

lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who

thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and
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a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth

repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to

look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband

dcccclxxxix.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined

that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my

wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage

his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of

repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite

thee thy deed.'.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.So on the morrow, early, he took the

stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it

and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an

old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he,

"and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it."

Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story

save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said,

"Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste

my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to

me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and

put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth

she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then

she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife,

"Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and

cheerful eye.".King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..So he fell to resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that

which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart, and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife

and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying

remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy

commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of

my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood; so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land

and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the

forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts

and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him

forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he

sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the

hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile

the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an

expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned

thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon

him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel

and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the

morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for

succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from

thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a

casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy

converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you

to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".102. Jouder and his Brothers

dcclxxv.All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that

tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and

indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old

woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be

made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink;
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and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him

the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.As I was passing one day in the

market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the

burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him,

saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the

Children of Israel cccclxiii.Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were

in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water,

whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged

to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up

[into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted

him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and

we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he

sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her clothes and

spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner

was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of

my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the

nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended

its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this

correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is

void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ?

? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.140.

Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii.

5..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened

the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow

cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and

prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my

dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return,

For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have

gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against

him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,'

answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will

flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have

no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in

verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied

forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking

on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook

myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse

him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale,

and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's

house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in

marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he

still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of

her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said,

"I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the

word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".Midst

colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance

still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.Wife and the Learned Man,

Khelbes and his, i. 301..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Then they went on a little, and

thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them;

whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may
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have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and

his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but

have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water.

So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by

the water and entered the village..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a

lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one

night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank

higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for

her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes

and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames

in my liver are, iii. 111.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him,

"Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the

delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my

house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of

the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she,

"God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are

lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in

my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving,

clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the

following verses:.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her

slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she

recited the following verses:.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this

matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest,"

replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif

rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the

Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed

their hands..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dcccclxxxvi.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and

sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said,

"O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both

morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed

we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and

expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his

state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said

to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself

by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and

the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..Now this island is

under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great

island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various

kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are

wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels

therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave

me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and

said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.133. The City of

Brass dlxvi.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to

him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the

better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame

(271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered

himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who

was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of

lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the
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Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..Sixth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..? ? ? ? ?

e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and

he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom

meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who

are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he

was bountiful to her to the utmost of munificence..When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and

equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the

blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave

not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did

away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred

dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait

confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black

eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as

saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old

Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather

bemoan my case and help me to my will..Wife, The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..NOTE..After

this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself,

avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the

horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he

became aware of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them,

'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used

every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my

patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and

drove me forth of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of

lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul

[dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye

deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As

for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to

me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by

way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding

affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his

longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while

God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of

the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.'

On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the

fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a

woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her]

delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ? ? ? ? A

talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.When the king heard his chamberlain's story,

he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he

will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his

wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or

more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? "Forget him,"

quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".The Twentieth Night of the

Month..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS.
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