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PEACE IN PARADISE
So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the

utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a

dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the

money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young

man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I

stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into

your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son,

God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way

and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to

you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Idiot and the Sharper,

The, i. 298..So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to

end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and

that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him

how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how

life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with

that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..The Ninth Day.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O

Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful,"

answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn

is dead, but thou must kill my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el

Fuad who is dead." And Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el

Fuad, and she sorrowful, weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I

was awaiting thy coming, so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif

laughed and said, "None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".Awhile after this, two merchants

presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.'

Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when

he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the

lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer

of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this

other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into

the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight

from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing,

till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then

sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that

she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my

sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their

eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island,

that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces!

These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends

with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while

Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door]

and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by

me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and

said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his

house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was

a great deliverance after stress.'.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze

the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God,"

quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en

mountains might totter and fail!."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The
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Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful,

in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the

following verses:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with

understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to

him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set

snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and

plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate.

(77).Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed

his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him

and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then

he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he

took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them,

but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let

him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode

rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going

forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told

her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he

is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in

judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in

the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and

fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the

lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will

take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do

battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this,

his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed

and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244)

and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits,

set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent

Mountain and lie in wait for them there..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The

King's Son and the Ogress xv.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee

gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy

friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me

more."'.Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will

pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take

of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying

out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture,

repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge

with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green

And a garment of honour of ultramarine..When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he

entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king

bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had

betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to

know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king

heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the

coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard

from the prince's servant..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the

sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him

with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love

for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his

kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of
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his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer

[than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who

hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth

day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign

myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and

markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my

spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words

and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to

him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news

and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of

Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return

hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..Abdulmelik

ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of

trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So

the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst

their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when

they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at

another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn

aside..When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.?

? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ?

Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.? ? ? ? ? O

skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..So she took the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced

and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her

even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not

over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to

him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!"

"Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god

but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than

she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter

said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning

to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her

the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and

laughing at one another..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth,

and not in the sky..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who

made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.As for the Khalif, he

swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of

the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was

single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when

all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from

our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? u.

The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? And when

my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story

of, i. 104..King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting

me [in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he,

'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont,

this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein,

moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou

enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to

them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I
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related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story,

and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and

saluted him..76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that

which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and

great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went

up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with

whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never

saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh,

who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case

from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the

morning may not be hidden.'.Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou

camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why

didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to

put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly

and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and

the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used,

whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of

him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So,

because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy

breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This

that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers

dcccclxxxiv.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.Now I was drunken and my

clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an

one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case and he took the head from me. Then

we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and

he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not

neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear

Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at

the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at

them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits

forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind

them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..El Abbas from

Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven

years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth

unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told

month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he

loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people

prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity

and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the

lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..?

? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..'Hearkening and

obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he

entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou

comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the

kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be

neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard

Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of

her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?'

Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that

which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave
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Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and

disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and

prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand

green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion.

Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together

with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up

the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Then the thieves addressed

themselves to sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain,

'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead

man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death

and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this

[beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for

but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him

of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I

will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him.

Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to

us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye

besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."'

Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a

default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? Yea,

passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of

the, i. 57..The Sixth Day.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and

Solomon dcccxcix.At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!'

Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and

gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this

sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you

are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round

about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought

him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make

proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing

the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?"

"Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a

slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the

world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and

behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).? ? ? ? ? Would God thou

knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.As for the youth, he gave his governor a

thousand dirhems and despatched him to his father, to fetch money from him, so he might pay the rest of the girl's price, saying to him, 'Be not

[long] absent.' But the governor said in himself, 'How shall I go to his father and say to him, "Thy son hath wasted thy money and wantoned it

away"? (180) With what eye shall I look on him, and indeed, I am he in whom he confided and to whom he hath entrusted his son? Indeed, this

were ill seen. Nay, I will fare on to the pilgrimage (181) [with the caravan of pilgrims], in despite of this fool of a youth; and when he is weary [of

waiting], he will demand back the money [he hath already paid] and return to his father, and I shall be quit of travail and reproach.' So he went on

with the caravan to the pilgrimage (182) and took up his abode there..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How

many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became

as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?

i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave

him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad

them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she-

camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad.

When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse

and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ?
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? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a

year..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course

still and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious

neighbour's hate..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..Term, Of

the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate,

With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits

and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the

abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O

Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a

queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast

drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service,

and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that

wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so

peace be on thee!"'.So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my

son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose

occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself

with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil

and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of

peace.".Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he

handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season

of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the

following verses:.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By

Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and

smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and

called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By

Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between

himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of

his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and

took rest for himself..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the

heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers,

whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he

sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by

which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their

safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended]

death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without

this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the

Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and

renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till,

one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without

one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence

of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have

an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the

slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a

letter.'.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him,

'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft

gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and

admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam

from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.So the young man went to his

lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said

he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the
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morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where,

after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for

that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down

thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present

with him.".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a

piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he

drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and

calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and

carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the

Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..After your loss, nor trace of me

nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my

life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.'

And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know,

O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that

which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her,

he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him,

saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the

Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and

brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth

he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of

mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander

of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute

with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, '

This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go

forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.Viziers, The

Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..God knows I ne'er

recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth

baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should

do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and

prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou

art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat

upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish."

Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and

say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this

youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine

And we of our beloved have easance, without fear.
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