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There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and

quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and

insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety.

Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great

while..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?"

Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my

slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said

to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down

on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine

that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he

awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin,

"I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".1. The

Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..? ? ? ? ?

My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and

steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt

behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii.

105..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii.

136..The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O

my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth

that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let

us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac

answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till

they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the

number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair

woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and

said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I

went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and

discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt

thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none

with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she

said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a

boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were

five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had

left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount

like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through

the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their

beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till

they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the

brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..With this the

king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble

for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled

thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old

man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and]

abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country,

who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them

and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he

learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's

name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart
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therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed

of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one

soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other

of them]..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for

(45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And

they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not

I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the

lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.When it was the fifth day, the

fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear

that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very

bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death.

Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it

be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".When it was the tenth day, (now this day was called El Mihrjan (129) and it was the day of

the coming in of the folk, gentle and simple, to the king, so they might give him joy and salute him and go forth), the counsel of the viziers fell of

accord that they should speak with a company of the notables of the city [and urge them to demand of the king that he should presently put the

youth to death]. So they said to them, "When ye go in to-day to the king and salute him, do ye say to him, 'O king, (to God be the praise!) thou art

praiseworthy of policy and governance, just to all thy subjects; but this youth, to whom thou hast been bountiful, yet hath he reverted to his base

origin and wrought this foul deed, what is thy purpose in his continuance [on life]? Indeed, thou hast prisoned him in thy house, and every day thou

hearest his speech and thou knowest not what the folk say.'" And they answered with "Hearkening and obedience.".The Merciful dyed me with that

which I wear, ii. 245..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that

which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the

young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the

lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man

forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an

exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth,

which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the

setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do

so.".King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, i. 215..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii.

117..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons.

They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and

his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to

kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that

transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,

needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him

and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,

that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of

patience.'.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls

into it..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.When

the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of

Honey dlxxxii.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and

its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days'

journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of

emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself

by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return

to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a

present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I

hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.The absent ones'

harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath

betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should

send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and
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how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited;

and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the

latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.She passed the night in his lodging and

when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch

me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden

him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to

Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the

flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he

had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he

answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and

the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me

and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O

my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto

him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou

procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And

the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said,

'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and

entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain

were pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it

seeketh me to slay..Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will

I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of

the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men

and our Lord Jesus dcccci.Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service;

and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before

her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the

Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there

[arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen

Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West.

These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her

and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of

the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of

abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein

was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the

change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself.

[As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till

I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him

and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..So

he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained

to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and

he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what

befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I

fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while,

[without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.So she gave him all that

she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night

with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to

him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him,

seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into

great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a

goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the

price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an
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old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And

the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.Conclusion.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his

folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the wight..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? e.

The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute

and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no

favour in my eyne!".So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and

recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad."

[So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him,

saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the

king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect,

accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made;

The hands of the noble me wrought and inlaid..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her

speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of

thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and

considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she

sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of

puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their

circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to

the sound of the strings..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy

dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter

therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh

returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the

unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the

fire of longing flamed in her heart..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? I

shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all

wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked

therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived

[in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had

died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be

stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they

obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so

that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do

her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..It is said that

En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night

drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case,

whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of

ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his

day of grace, he enriched him.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and

delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind

and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the

lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we

[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..88. The Thief turned Merchant

and the other Thief cccxcviii.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door,

which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of

the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a

woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her

husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and

the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a

deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help

and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within
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the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..41. Ali Shar and

Zumurrud cccvii.Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.'Know, then,'

said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of

womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the

portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright

and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was

pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and

taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ?

? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..It befell one day that the

king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel,

my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer

to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he

answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.22.

Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my

weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.? ? ? ? ? e.

The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the

Barber's First Brother cxlv.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled,

clear..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery

and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with

King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would

have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship],

she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they

repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..Like a sun at

the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue

brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King

Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her,

whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Then the captain looked on her [and she

pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to

her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her

clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the

cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that

the woman had practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer,

amazing wit and brain..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord,

come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four

pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and

behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed.

He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as

he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers,

whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do

we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he

knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains

and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning,

they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel

(132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah,

who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek

thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there

husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs.

Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of

the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now

hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with
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him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.Merchants,

The Sharper and the, ii. 46..I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, iii. 15..When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from

poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I

see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but

do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man

had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its

walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written,

'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be

at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art

abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to

explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it,

and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to

a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is

he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told

him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house.

When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in

marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he

still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of

her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said,

"I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the

word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ?

And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..Accordingly, the hangman

took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for

him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and

said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless.

Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with

the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And

Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they

delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen

into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at

reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art

an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.'

The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is

traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a

minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go,

though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be

delivered from each other.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing

pain.Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..There was

once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and

loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was

in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral

instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..When it was eventide, the king

caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before

him and bespoke him as follows:.When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and

divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better

condition than himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.When the

prince saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee,"

answered she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him

that which had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him.
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The love of Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she,

and he said, "Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a

whole year's wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself

with us and on account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz

(42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door

days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44)

accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets

are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows

go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet

(whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar,

"And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his

tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following

verses:.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story.

So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone

among bygone peoples), that.As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and

majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule

with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most

delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth

the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a

solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".Then they drew up the

contract of marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he

prayed the prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he

saw a foul face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description,

inasmuch as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had

cheated him. However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem.

(260) Hardly had the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the

ablution of defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his

shop and opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.Dadbin (King) and

his Viziers, Story of, i. 104.
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