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He carried the mug to the sink, poured the brew down the drain and saw the cooler standing in the corner. He hadn't noticed it before. A

medium-size, molded-plastic, Styrofoam-lined ice chest, of the type you filled with beer and took on picnics..Soon paramedics followed the police,

who spread out through the apartment, and Junior relinquished his grip on the dishtowel..Murder itself was easy, but the aftermath was more

draining than he had anticipated. Although the ultimate liability settlement with the state was certain to leave him financially secure for life, the

stress was so great that he wondered, in his darker moments, if the reward would prove to be worth the risk..As he stepped out of the street, Don't

Walk shortened to Walk, and when he checked for pursuit, he found it. Here came Vanadium, who would have been shivering in want of a topcoat

if his flesh had been real..The slamming of Junior's heart sounded as loud to him as mortar rounds. He stepped back and sideways, out of the

vending machine's line of fire..Gradually, she perceived that Lipscomb was more troubled than he should have been, considering that his patient

had died through no fault of his own..The upper shelf of the closet held boxes and two inexpensive suitcases: pressboard laminated with green

vinyl. He took down the suitcases and put them on the bed..By invoking the word emergency, Celestina was able quickly to reach her own

physician in San Francisco. He agreed to treat Phimie and to have her admitted to St. Mary's upon her arrival from Oregon..Fifteen feet separated

them, with guests intervening. Yet this stranger's attention could have felt no more disturbingly intense to Junior if they had been alone in the room

and but a foot apart.."I sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling her rotten.".Traditional logic

argued that an infant, no more than two weeks old, could not be a serious threat to a grown man..By lunch, he had turned the final page, and he was

so full of the tale that he seemed to have no room for food. While his mother kept reminding him to eat, he regaled her with the details of John

Thomas Stuart's great adventures with Lummox, as though every word that Heinlein had written were not science fiction, but truth..From the door

to the sink, nervously fishing a plastic pharmacy bottle out of a coat pocket, Junior counseled himself to remain calm. Slow deep breaths. What's

done is done. Live in the future. Act, don't react. Focus. Look for the bright side..What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought,

but it alarmed him so much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in his hands. The reception for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended

more than three hours ago..A cast-bronze figure, fixed to lacquered walnut in want of raw dogwood, suffered above the bed. This crucifix,

contrasting starkly with the white walls, reinforced the impression of monastic economy..A matronly nurse arrived, alerted to the patient's return to

consciousness by the telemetry device associated with the heart monitor..If he was left standing on the porch, the visitor would circle the house,

peering in windows where the drapes were not drawn, trying the doors in hope of finding one unlocked. Fearful that Victoria was sick or injured,

that perhaps she had slipped on a pat of butter and cracked her Mad against the comer of an open oven door, he might try to force his way inside,

break a window. Certainly he would go to the neighbors to call the police.."-and when I get up off the street, my clothes are a mess, and I've got

this face.".One of the gifts of power is to know power. Wizard knows wizard, unless the concealment is very skillful. And the boy had no skills at

all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at

his birth came by and said to his parents, "Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work. He should learn the songs and be prepared for his

naming day.".When the attorney finally came on the line, he sounded put-upon, as though Junior were the equivalent of a troublesome toe that he

would like to shoot off..Caught unaware by the joke, she laughed. "Well, I'm glad to know I'm good for something. Is there maybe a special pie

you'd like me to make today?".They hadn't been close to Naomi, who'd once said she felt like Romulus and Remus, raised by wolves, or like

Tarzan if he'd fallen into the hands of nasty gorillas. To Junior, Naomi was Cinderella, sweet and good, and he was the love-struck prince who

rescued her..Warily, Junior ventured into the gallery to make inquiries. He expected the staff to express utter bafflement at the name Celestina

White, expected the poster to have vanished when he returned to the display window..He had nothing against Negroes. He didn't wish them ill. He

wasn't prejudiced. Live and let live. He believed that as long as they stayed with their own kind and abided by the rules of a polite society, like

everyone else, they had a right to live in peace..Leaving Frieda unconscious and reeking, a condition in which her bralessness had no power to

arouse him, Junior left.."I'm not sad," Tom said, "because though I have this face here in this world, I know there's another me-in fact, lots of other

Tom Vanadiums-who don't have this face at all. Somewhere I'm doing just fine, thank you.".Now that efforts were being made to control the

preeclampsia, Dr. Daines had scheduled a series of tests for the following day. He expected to recommend a cesarean section as soon as Phimie's

e's blood pressure was reduced and stabilized, but he didn't want to risk this surgery before determining what complications might have resulted

from her restricted diet and the compression of her abdomen..In spite of the ravages of illness and age, beauty remained in the old woman's face.

Her bone structure was superb. In youth, she must have been stunning..Junior must have shouted shut up more than he realized, because the

neighbors began to pound on the wall to silence him..Barty's release from Hoag Presbyterian had been delayed by an infection, and thereafter he

had spent three days in a Newport-area rehabilitation hospital. Rehab consisted largely of orientation to his new dark world, since his lost function

could not be recovered by either diligent exercise or therapy..By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's accident and surgery, the draft

board-which had reinstated his I -A status after he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a rehabilitation therapist-agreed to

schedule a new physical examination in December..Because his pinching fingers deformed the shape of her mouth, her voice was compressed: "I

see all the ways you are.".She shivered, and Edom, thinking that she had caught a chill ripped off his suit jacket and draped it over her
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shoulders..From Christmas through February, he dated a beautiful stock analyst and broker-Tammy Bean-who specialized in finding value in

companies that had rewarding relationships with brutal dictators..If Vanadium appeared among these men, Junior would not only puke out the

contents of his stomach, but also would disgorge his internal organs, every last one of them, and spew up his bones, too, until he emptied out

everything within his skin..Junior actually raised his trembling left hand to his ear, expecting to find the quarter tucked in the auditory canal, held

between the tragus and the antitragus, waiting to be plucked with a flourish..In January 1965, Magusson had sent Cain to Nolly as a client, not sure

why the creep needed a private detective. That had turned out to be the business about Seraphim White's baby. Simon's warning to be careful of

Enoch Cain had helped to shape Nolly's decision to withhold the information about the child's placement..He wanted an explanation, but no one

could give him the one that he needed, because nobody but he himself knew the significance and symbolism of the quarter..terrified, the thorns

pricking so close to his eyes, green points combing his lashes. He's too weak to resist, disabled.Instead, he focused on the hand in the flashlight

beam: four long, thin, chalk-white digits bent to the heel; thumb thrust up stiffly, as though Neddy hoped to hitchhike out of the Dumpster, out of

death, and back to his piano in the cocktail lounge on Nob Hill..Angel followed him and observed as he climbed a stepstool and unhooked the

telephone handset. He dialed with little pause between digits, and spoke with each of his uncles..In a sudden desperate burst of action, Junior tore at

the dead man's closed hand, sprang open the trap of fingers and palm-and did not find a quarter. Nor two dimes and a nickel. Nor five nickels.

Nothing. Zip. Zero..The old woman crumpled with a papery rustle, as though she were an elaborately folded piece of origami. She would be

unconscious for a while, and after she came around, she probably wouldn't remember who she was, let alone what make of car she'd been driving,

until Junior was well out of Eugene..On the drive home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a

Dumpster in Corte Madera.."I don't stumble. Not much, anyway." To the girl, Bartholomew said, "Angel, are you okay?".Tom plucked the quarter

off the glass, folded it into his right fist, and then at once opened his hand, which was now empty.."You didn't at all," Dr. Salk assured him. "I need

to talk to you. If you would give me a little of your time...".And there are songs, old lays and ballads from small islands and from the quiet uplands

of Havnor, that tell the story of those years.."Fourteen. It's usually the family that's behind an expression of the calling at such a young age, but in

my case, I had to argue my folks into it.".Instead, he imagined Vanadium's blunt fingers moving over the intravenous apparatus with surprising

delicacy, reading the function of the equipment as a blind man would read Braille with swift, sure, gliding fingertips. He imagined the detective

finding the injection port in the main drip line, pinching it between thumb and forefinger. Saw him produce a hypodermic needle as a magician

would pluck a silk scarf from the ether. Nothing in the syringe except deadly air. The needle sliding into the port ...."Once out of the coma and

stabilized for a few weeks, I was transferred to a hospital in Portland, where I had to undergo eleven surgeries.".Again he fired into the lock,

squeezed the trigger a second time, and discovered that no rounds remained in the magazine. Extra cartridges were distributed in his pockets..He

first eased from aisle to aisle, but soon moved more quickly, convinced that the singer would be found beyond the next turn, and then the next. Was

that her trailing shadow he had glimpsed, slipping around the comer ahead of him? Her womanly scent lingering in the air after her

passage?.Besides, he wasn't on the Greenbaum Gallery customer list and didn't have an invitation.."That would be wrong. A diary's private." He

supposed that to a detective nothing was sacred, but he was nonetheless a little shocked that Vanadium needed to ask that question..He spat on his

right thumb, scrubbed the thumb against one of the dried drips on the floor, rubbed thumb and forefinger together, and brought the freshened spoor

to his nose. He smelled blood..He was uncharacteristically restive. His stoic nature, his long learned Jesuit philosophy regarding the acceptance of

events as they unfold, and the acquired patience of a homicide detective were insufficient to prevent frustration from taking root in him. In the more

than two months since Enoch Cain vanished, following the murder of Reverend White, no trace of the killer had been found. Week by week, the

slender sapling of frustration had grown into a tree and then into a forest, until Tom began every morning by looking out through the tightly woven

branches of impatience.."You can learn em."."Apple juice, lime Jell-O, and four soda crackers," said the detective. "If you don't have enough of a

conscience to make you confess,.Lord, listen to me-but I've really got to know if you can, if you are, how you feel, whether you feel, I mean,

whether you think you could feel--".slow breaths, and then she pointed at the windshield. "The hospital's that way."."Six hundred ninety-five

people were killed in three states. Winds so powerful that some of the bodies were thrown a mile and a half from where they were snatched off the

ground.".The verdant hills to the east lay like slumbering giants under blankets of winter grass, bright in the morning sun. But when the shadows of

clouds sailed off the sea and gathered inland, the slopes darkened to a blackish green, as somber as shrouds, and a landscape that had appeared to

be sleeping forms now looked dead and cold..During the five years following Agnes's death, their family of many names thrived. Barty and Angel

had brought them all together in this place fifteen years previously, but the destiny about which Toni had spoken on the back porch, that night in

the rain, seemed to be in no hurry to manifest itself Barty could find no painless way to sustain secondhand sight, so he lived without the light.

Angel had no reason to shove anyone else into the world of the big bugs, where she'd pushed Cain. The only miracles in their lives were the

miracles of love and friendship, but the family remained convinced of eventual wonders, even as they got on with the day at hand..The report on

the tower forced Junior to consider his mortality; fear, hurt, and self-pity roiled in him. His voice trembled with offense: "You do know, Mr.

Magusson, what happened to my Naomi was an."And in a lot of somewheres," said Barty, "things are worse for us than here. Some somewheres,

you died, too, when I was born, so I never met you, either.".For a moment, none of them spoke. The silence was as flawless as the preternatural

hush reputed to precede the biggest quakes..The black service road seemed to come out of nowhere, then to vanish into a void, and Junior suddenly
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felt dangerously isolated, alone as he had never been, and vulnerable.."Please take the cards from the pack and put them on the coffee table in front

of you," Obadiah directed..They wore out a lot of cards and kept a generous supply of all types of decks on hand..Each page comprised four

columns of names and numbers, most with addresses. Approximately one hundred names filled each column, four hundred to a page..Though they

had expected the cause of the explosion, both Paul and Harrison were halted by shock at the sight of all this ruination. They had expected to find

the car jammed into the wall of the house, never this far inside. The speed required to penetrate this distance into the structure beggared Paul's skills

of calculation and made him wonder if even recklessness and alcohol were sufficient to produce, such a catastrophe..He ran gasping, praying, feet

slapping the concrete sidewalk, frightening birds out of the purple brightness of blossom-laden jacarandas and out of Indian laurels, terrorizing a

tree rat into a lightning sprint up the bole of a phoenix palm. The few people he encountered reeled out of his way. Brakes shrieked as he crossed

intersections without looking both ways, risking cars and trucks and rhinoceroses..Friday night, mystified and troubled, he hadn't slept much, and

each time that he dozed off, he had dreamed of being alone in a bosky woods, stalked by a sinister presence, unseen but undeniable. This predator

crept in silence through the underbrush, indistinguishable from the lowering trees among which it glided, as fluid and as cold as moonlight, but

darker than the night, gaining on him relentlessly. Each time that he sensed it springing toward him for the kill, Jacob woke, once with Barty's

name on his lips, calling out to the boy as though in warning, and once with two words: the knave. . . ..Although the piano was at some distance

and the restaurant was a little noisy, Kathleen recognized the tune at once. She looked up from her veal, her eyes full of merriment..After moving

all of a hundred feet, Celestina and Wally-with Grace fretting that someone would be hurt-had torn down the high stave fence between properties,

for theirs had become one family with many names: Lampion, White, Lipscomb, Isaacson. When backyards were joined and a connecting walkway

poured, Barty's travels from house to house were greatly simplified, and regular visits by the Gonzalez, Damascus, and Vanadium branches of the

clan were also facilitated.."Would you like a little tea and a piece of crumb cake?" Grace asked as smoothly as if, in The Big Book of Etiquette for

Ministers' Wives, this were the preferred response to the announcement of a startling career change..With the uniformed troopers was a stocky,

late-fortyish, brush-cut man in black slacks and a gray herringbone sports jacket. His face was almost pan flat, his first chin weak, his second chin

stronger than the first, and his function unknown to Junior. He would have been the least likely man to be noticed in a ten-thousand-man

convention of nonentities, if not for the port-wine birthmark that surrounded his right eye, darkening most of the bridge of his nose, brightening

half his forehead, and returning around the eye to stain the upper portion of his cheek..He assumed that she hadn't phoned the police to make a

formal report. No need to go out of her way to slander Junior when Thomas Vanadium had been prowling the hospital at all hours of the day and

night, ready to lend an ear to any falsehood about him, as long as it made him appear to be a sleazeball and a wife killer..The maniac kicked once

more, but because of the bracing dresser, the door wouldn't budge, so he kicked harder, again without success.."We have dams, though," said

Jacob, gesturing with his fork. "The Johnstown Flood, 1889. Pennsylvania, sure, but it could happen here. And that was a one, let me tell you. The

South Fork Dam broke. Wall of water seventy feet high totally destroyed the city. Your tornado killed almost seven hundred, but my dam killed

two thousand two hundred and nine. Ninety-nine entire families were swept from the earth. Ninety-eight children lost both parents.".Upon arriving

at the creche window, he had been in a buoyant mood. As he studied the quiet scene, however, he grew uneasy.."No. The information I gave you

came from the coroner's office, which issued the death certificate. But even if I got into St. Mary's records, there wouldn't be a hint of where

Catholic Family Services placed this baby.".Yet for all his love of reading and of music, events suggested that for mathematics he had a still greater

aptitude..When Agnes groaned, one of the shadows spread its wings, moved closer, to the right side of the bed, and resolved into a nurse.  Agnes's

vision had cleared. The nurse was a pretty young woman with black hair and indigo eyes..Junior continued east, weaving through the horde,

convinced that he could hear the ghost cop's footsteps distinct from the tramping noise made by the legions of the living, penetrating the grumble

and the bleat of traffic. Hollow, the dead man's tread echoed not only in Junior's ears but also through his body, in his bones.."Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie,

pie, pie, pie," Barty repeated in the same tone of self-satisfied delight that he used when announcing "Barty potty.".Junior's breath smoked from

him as if he contained a seething fire of his own. He felt a sheen of condensation arise on his face, cold and invigorating..Also in the drawer was a

pistol that he kept for home defense.  He stared at it, trying to decide whether to go downstairs and make a sandwich or kill himself..On hearing of

Bartholomew's-and/or Celestina's-death, Neddy would be on the phone to the police, pointing them toward Junior, in twelve seconds. Maybe

fourteen..Elsewhere in the cemetery, about 150 yards away, another interment service-with a much larger group of mourners-had begun prior to

this one for Naomi. Now it was over, and the people were dispersing to their cars..Yet Agnes feared him, for reasons similar to those that might

cause a superstitious primitive to tremble in the presence of a witch doctor. Although he was a healer, his dark knowledge of the mysteries of

cancer seemed to give him godlike power; his judgment carried the force of fate, and his was the voice of destiny..Snapping the cylinder into place,

he rose to his feet. Already he had a new plan, and the cop's revolver was the most important tool that he required to implement it.."Not that trains

are any better. Look at the Bakersfield crash back in '60. Santa Fe Chief, out of San Francisco, smashed into an oil-tank truck. Seventeen people

crushed, burned in a river of fire.".Lifting his martini, theatrically gesturing to the tablecloth where the glass had stood, as though the lack of coins

proved that he, too, had sorcerous power, Nolly said, "Another round of this magical concoction? ".He reached the end of the alleyway, stumbled

into the stream of pedestrians, nearly knocked over an elderly Chinese man, turned, and discovered ... no Vanadium..Mysteriously, on the first day

of sunny weather in weeks, the 707 had crashed into Jamaica Bay, Queens, killing everyone aboard. Now, in 1965, it remained the worst
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commercial-aviation disaster in the nation's history, and because of the unprecedented dramatic television coverage, the story was a permanent scar

in Celestina's memory, although she had been living a continent away at the time..The rich aromas on the air would have thwarted the will of the

most devout monks on a fast of penitence..Only madmen were capable of such butchery. Hopeless lunatics like Ed Gein, out there in Wisconsin,

arrested just seven years ago, when Junior had been sixteen. Ed, the inspiration for Psycho, had constructed mobiles out of human noses and lips.

He used human skin to make lampshades and to upholster furniture. His soup bowls had once been human skulls. He ate the hearts and selected

other organs of his victims, wore a belt fashioned from nipples, and occasionally danced under the moon while masked by the scalp and face of a

woman he had murdered..A sudden strange weakness, a formless dread, dropped Agnes out of her crouch and onto her knees beside the boy..He

had already reviewed twenty-four thousand names, finding no Bartholomew, putting red checks beside entries with the initial B instead of a first

name. A slip of yellow paper marked his place..Raising one hand, wiggling the fingers, he said, "Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes.".He already had the

pistol he had taken from Frieda Bliss's collection, but it didn't come with a sound-suppressor. He was preparing for all contingencies. Focus..The

night of Barty's birth, when Joey actually lay dead in the pickup-bashed Pontiac, as a paramedic had rolled Agnes's gurney to the back door of the

ambulance, she had seen her husband standing there, untouched by that rain as her son was untouched by this. But Joey-dry-in-the-storm had been

a ghost or an illusion fostered by shock and loss of blood..At the foot of the bed: a cedar chest. Four feet long, two feet wide, perhaps three high.

Brass handles..Prudence required that they strategize as though Enoch Cain were Satan himself, as though every fly and beetle and rat provided

eyes and ears for the killer, as though ordinary precautions could never foil him..Paul watched as Barty hopped down from his chair and crossed the

busy kitchen in a straight line to the wall phone, without one hesitant move..Using the straight edge of a ruler to guide his eye down each column,

Junior searched for Bartholomew, ignoring surnames. He had already checked to see if anyone in the county had Bartholomew for a last name; no

one in this directory did..If the policeman's gray eyes had earlier been as hard as nailheads, they were now points, and behind them was willpower

strong enough to drive spikes through stone..The pendulous bellies of the rain-swollen clouds were no darker than when he had first come to the

cemetery, yet they appeared more ominous now than earlier..On that busy night, with Vanadium's corpse in the Studebaker and Victoria's cadaver

awaiting a fiery disposal at her house, Junior was too distracted to recognize the pertinence of the message. Now it tormented him from a dark nook

in his subconscious.."I just wanted everyone to come see the spider, that's all. It was a really, really icky interesting bug.".Wally drove slowly,

carefully, with all the responsibility that you would expect from an obstetrician, pediatrician, and spanking-new fianc?. The trip home to Pacific

Heights took twice as long as it would have taken in clear weather on a night without a pledge of troth..In the foyer, Hanna Rey and Nellie Oatis sat

side by side on the stairs. Hanna, the housekeeper, was gray-haired and plump. Nellie, was Perri's daytime- companion, could have passed for

Hanna's sister..A surprising number of the women who had been his lovers were recreational drug users, and over the past couple years, he had met

several dealers who supplied them. From the least savory of these, he purchased five thousand dollars' worth of cocaine and LSD to establish his

credibility, after which he inquired about forged documents.."If he and Agnes were your age, I'd agree. But she's got ten years on you, and he's got

twenty, and no previous generations were as wild as yours.".In time, his hand tightened feebly on hers. And a while after that hopeful sign, his

eyelids fluttered, opened..A shiver of awe traveled Celestina's spine, because she knew what the physician's next words would surely be..Even a

cool day on the pie route could produce a good sweat by journey's end, because with the addition of the men to this ambitious project, they now not

only made deliveries but also performed some chores that were a problem for the elderly or disabled.."Well," Kathleen said, "even if the money

wasn't so nice, I'd be sorry to see this case end.".room, heavier and colder than the ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..Sometimes

Angel seemed troubled by what she'd been told about her grandfather, and at those moments she appeared downcast, somber. But she was just

three, after all, too young to grasp the permanence of death. She would probably not have been surprised if Harrison White had walked through the

door in a little while, during The Man from U.N.C.L.E. or The Lucy Show..Between Isleton and Locke, Junior first became aware of several points

of soreness on his face. He could feel no swelling, no cuts or scrapes, and the rearview mirror revealed only the fine features that had caused more

women's hearts to race than all the amphetamines ever manufactured..To be fair, with her exceptional beauty, she would have been the center of

attention even in a gathering of real artists. Junior had little chance of getting at Seraphim's bastard boy without going through this woman and

killing her as well; but if his luck held and he could eliminate Bartholomew without Celestina realizing who had done the deed, then he might yet

have a chance to discover if she was as lubricious as her sister and if she was his heart mate.."No. It's, stopped. The thing now is to prevent a

recurrence of the emesis, which could trigger more bleeding. He's getting antinausea medication and replacement electrolytes intravenously, and

we've applied ice bags to his midsection to reduce the chance of further abdominal-muscle spasms and to help control inflammation.".The instant

he flipped the coin, he opened both hands-palms up, fingers spread-with a distracting flourish..He closed his eyes again and seemed asleep, but then

as she clicked off the lamp, he murmured, "You have your halo again.".Celestina had chosen to shelter the bastard boy, and in so doing, she had

declared herself to be Junior's enemy, though he'd never done anything to her, not anything. She didn't deserve him, really, not even one quick bang

before the bang of the gun, and maybe after he shot Ichabod, he'd let her beg for a taste of the Cain cane, but deny her..The glimmering bay and the

shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect atmosphere for the song that arose now from the piano in the bar..He picked up Angel, picked

up Barty. "Hold on." He carried them out of the room, down the stairs, out of the house, to the yard under the great tree, where they would wait for

the police, and where they would not see Jacob's body when the coroner removed it by way of the front door..He was no longer hopeful that they
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could have a future together. After sampling the Junior Cain thrill machine, Celestina would want more, as women always did, but the time for a

meaningful romance had now passed. For all the anguish he'd been put through, however, he deserved the consolation of her sweet body at least

once. A little compensation. Payback..Find the father, kill the son. In just nine days, Junior bedded four beautiful women: one on Christmas Eve,

the next on Christmas Night, the third on New Year's Eve, and the fourth on New Year's Day. For the first time in his life-and on all four

occasions-his joy in the act was less than complete..One hand on the railing, he ascended the first three steps slowly. Pausing on each, he slid his

foot forward and back on the carpet, runner to judge the depth of the tread relative to his small foot. He ran the toe of his right shoe up and down

the riser between each tread, gauging the height..Too much clatter, drawing attention. No leisure for romance now, no chance for a two-sister score.

just kill Celestina, kill Bartholomew, and go, go..Writing came with reading, and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in

the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it, fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself

were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month, Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more

contemplative.
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