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76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old
time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation
and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and
lamented and recited the following verses:.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward
and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened
the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Noureddin Ali of
Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said,
"Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother,
even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there
came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which
they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of
goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and
sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the
Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make
proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the
Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a dotard."."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in
the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty
and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of
them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered
his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I
cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the
kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire
raged in his entrails..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in
to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did
homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's
son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted
them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was
grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she
should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth
pine,.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting
Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted
this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he,
"I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth
that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I
will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may
look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw
her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings
and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..When he had
made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh,
gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an
exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my
lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess
called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store
thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst
the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when
Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter
knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more
by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted
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hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he
went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or
unseemly..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the day, may felicity endure unto thee
and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath is accomplished, by the king's fair
fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there remaineth but that which behoveth the
king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who had wroughten, after the measure of
his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and lieutenants, and the chief officers of
his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath, wherein thou mayst take thy
pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness of its ordinance and
decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they might divert themselves
with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the
townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till
there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of
the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a
ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the
youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard
this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great
store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is
an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made
ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they
brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said,
'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more
extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and
said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and
glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on
columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all
manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed
it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of
alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the
folk of understanding and amazed the wit..Conclusion.Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..?OF THE APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE
ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..When she had made an end of her verses,
she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport;
then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then the king sent
for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment
and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht
invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art
guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I
was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and
envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou
we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public
ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did
came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine,
how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say
concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the
better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it
away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young
man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..?STORY OF THE
KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..118. The Merchant of Cairo and the
Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of
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meeting Him, that will my good deed be..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the
king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them.
Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was
skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him
on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.He found it
every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the
measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers also
seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them, sat
and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes
cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated.
So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and
kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By
Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy
sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said
to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing
lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this
barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder
slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither
and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by
God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.When the
morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to
his heart, of his much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of
slaughter, for indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy
and put this woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits,
such as should restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end
with her like unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.?STORY OF THE
KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a
goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly,
amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one
of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart
fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou
avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart
clave to her and his colour changed..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI
AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR. (157).Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred
pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us
sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city.
When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but,
when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food
and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of
God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would
have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the
hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead,
and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell
to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they
dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he
should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love
and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age
of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..So saying, he left him and went away,
whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for
that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they
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returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not
the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer
was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were
deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in
him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from
him and dispersed..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming
and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place,
till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us,
we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom
belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I
knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened
it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took
it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end,
whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city,
for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose
forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story
cvii.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Then Iblis
took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following
verses:.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.Woman (The Old) and the
Draper's Wife, ii. 55..Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of,
ii. 117..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I
was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father
preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth
slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other
than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took
a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts
and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted
down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen
and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the
youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew
that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit
thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and
questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred
jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words
and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie
down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine
honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say
thus.".Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He
rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots,
doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled
exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we
rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced
to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The
spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects,
of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Tuhfeh
entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green
emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of
the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning
prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses
and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein,
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pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her
solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be My saying of a knave, his
fashion and degree?.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so
they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two
princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words
I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.All
this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As
for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against
fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.It chances whiles
that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..Now I had questioned her of her name and she
answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth
on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the
housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought
two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..Let destiny with loosened rein its course
appointed fare, iii. 211.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH.
(180).Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth,
what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them
and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it
behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By
Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their
words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh
sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his
affair..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou
reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the
daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267)
nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful
wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded
to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..The
first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels
laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet
other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift
and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in
marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so,
when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to
Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the
first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other,
from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one
them..?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that
Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he
and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by
the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were
assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the
youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came
to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for
the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating;
whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So
she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that
which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most
High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ?
The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Then
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the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair
fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour
profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I
praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my
son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care
and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on
his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and
equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that
blended rose and flame (216) in hue..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story
and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left
me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and
conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him
and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];
whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;
but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my
face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they
make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my
money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take
note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this
night.".There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming
forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed
not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an
end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and
her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of
fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome
their voices they did rear..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall,
whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the
Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.'
Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What
manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What
while the branches bend, what while the stars abide..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and
lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden
from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my
days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and
if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one
grave.".Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found
under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he
discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him
nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me]
with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that
devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and
payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's
collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Hardly was the night come,
when he went in to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast,
waited awhile, so he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth
she, 'What offence have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither,
on account of the desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among
thy servants are those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of
him and kiss him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but
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sprang upon him and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy
son? Indeed, I have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,'
answered she, 'he did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that
his hour was not come.'.Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and
sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth
day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently,
she came to the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O
elder, hast thou a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried
her up into his lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and
said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ?
? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? O son
of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you
ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled
widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.Young
Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is
perished with desire straightway..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.When came the night, the king
summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er
Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the
eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the
hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I
owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name
was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee?
Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he
bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no
deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Therewith Wekhimeh was
moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars.
Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth
she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following
verses:.The Sixth Night of the Month.Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with
them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain.
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