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?Story of Prince Bihzad..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the
window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one
poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh]
relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said
to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is
this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing,
nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet
speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the
heart doth not grieve.'.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the
old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and]
said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the
ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy
lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and
established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the
tent-poles of my fair..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him,
and Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an
exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son
and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks,
this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and
named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his
heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..Meanwhile, his father and
mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no
trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a
broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So
he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother
rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.'
Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed..Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of
the Barmecides, i. 57..When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and
the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier
Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Quoth En
Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan
said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En
Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him
and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled
in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the
Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after
Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy
Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing
men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and
long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women
and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly
mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? My
friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of
her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within
the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he
came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman,
falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste
and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words
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together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth
thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the
Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab
(228) cccxxxiv.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then
she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with
her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out
concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and
understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was
a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till
she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the
kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the
people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a
sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting
food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf
[and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his
face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou
not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and
talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for
you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the
Princess Dunya cvii.When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he
bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to
hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the
guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host
bade them hearken to the story of his seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy
say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her
my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with
one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she
purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for
indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be
thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it:
With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.Fair patience use, for ease still
followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an
occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I
fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of
youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of
this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into
the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them
and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the
way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the
two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him
wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir,
however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them
with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him
a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth
them!'.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said
"It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried
out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had
taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the
Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was
profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and
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affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity
warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I
made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled
and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor."
And he bade him go to his house..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved
stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these
marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so
on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that
which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy
them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of
the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).So we
abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him
a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it
out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the
last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode
in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much
[love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy
and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the
cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease
and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in
the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the
two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and
mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and
how fate had made severance between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their
talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you
and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them
to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of
Damascus and, iii. 3..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither, and he said,
"Know, O king, that.When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making
his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as follows:.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save
Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise
a lesson well might trace;.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor
slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me
publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with
amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man
to Lover dclxxxviii.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon
the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father
slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the
wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this
deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and
buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? Of
spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will
come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.Clemency, Of, i. 120..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never
Laughed again dccccxci.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past
and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ?
? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..Man and his Fair Wife, The
Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following
verses:.Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the
scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between
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us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His
fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then
Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife
and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee
to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to
the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the
overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.'
So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced
that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience
and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying,
'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave,
For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a
right goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I
hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..End of Volume I..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from
the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the
eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me.
So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away;
whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she
sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and
buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of
Baghdad xxviii.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the
darkness of the night..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in
battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and
cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and
near fruition led..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he
came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and
its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that]
it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook,
'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..Then he went
away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the
singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the
rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the
house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I
suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they
abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night
in his lodging..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and
he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might,
and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So
he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was
young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic,
so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the
ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the
Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward forthright and told her story, from
first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she
came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her
story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75)
and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered
that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and
prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.Old Sharper, Story of the, ii.
187..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they
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entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and
in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is
the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself
that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary
though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".Therewithal Queen Es
Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth
Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their
talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an
underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how
thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou
Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir
held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..64. Haroun er Reshid and the
Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails
rage amain?.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care
and dole..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..King Bekhtzeman, Story
of, i. 115..So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the
vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill
him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver
himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier,
'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.Now it chanced that a
camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set
out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of
her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate
place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband
and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But
she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal
compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done
me a kindness.'.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls
and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.?THE
FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of
folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains
and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they
carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of
the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses
and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we
crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power
to change a case from foul to fair..Quoth Selim to her, 'It is for thee to decide and excellent is that which thou counsellest; so let us do this, in the
name of God the Most High, trusting in Him for grace and guidance.' So they arose and took the richest of their clothes and the lightest of that
which was in their treasuries of jewels and things of price and gathered together a great matter. Then they equipped them ten mules and hired them
servants of other than the people of the country; and Selim bade his sister Selma don man's apparel. Now she was the likest of all creatures to him,
so that, [when she was clad in man's attire,] the folk knew no difference between them, extolled be the perfection of Him who hath no like, there is
no God but He! Then he bade her mount a horse, whilst he himself bestrode another, and they set out, under cover of the night. None of their family
nor of the people of their house knew of them; so they fared on into the wide world of God and gave not over going night and day two months'
space, at the end of which time they came to a city on the sea-shore of the land of Mekran, by name Es Sherr, and it is the first city in Sind..Now
Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the
like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold
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of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand,
went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I
conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her,
'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had
forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to
rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and
answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ? ? ? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase..?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals
flare..? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein
was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but
would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to
sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and
carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again
drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Haroun er
Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and
every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search
the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after
stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart
stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and
call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it
[thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me,
"Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my
lodging..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.? ? ? ? ?
l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and
far away must hie,.On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is
grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".The Eleventh Day..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions
of the Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted
any with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he
fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the
land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the
delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and
bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam.
(160).Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one
night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper
measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they
were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid
hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place;
wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..When her
people arose in the morning and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled
with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth
morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father,
hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and
understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had
betided and he abode pondering the affair..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and
chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of
dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now
there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon
him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he
sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and
the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and
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bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One
Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight
and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them
the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to
the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake
us, there is none Can stand to us instead of thee..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the
Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their
burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of
sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii.
150..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art
esteemed of me..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and
saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him
calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou
dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy
mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him,
"God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any
hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness,
When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay.
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