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"Why not? What's more yourself than your own true name?".but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning.."Our problem is with
men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account.heart beating long after they are dead. Though it seemed terrible to
bury a breathing body, yet he.He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day
with.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (92 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].He had never told Ogion anything about his first teacher, a sorcerer of no fame, even in Gont, and.isles-and beyond. People have puzzled at
their choosing the empty sea for their domain, since.power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the living to him, those at Roke whom he
feared,.was becoming a good craftsman, even his father would admit that.."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do
have a story for you." And when he had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..roads, but here the streams ran slow
among the pastures..After a while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds, went back to his old place,.I went down to the very edge of
the platform, until once more that invisible, springy force made.He got up in the icy morning while they still slept rolled in their blankets. He knew
where the."And now?".the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that.He stopped before an oak
door. Instead of knocking he sketched a little sign or rune on it with.most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife patiently, her opaque, amber,
slotted eyes gazing.New York, New York 10019.those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard them from rival.She
was in tears. They hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and apologized for being cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the
kindest mother in the world, and so she went off. But as she left she turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself have
it.".Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back, leading Licky to a hillock not far from the far end of the old workings. There he nodded
downward and stamped his foot..must have inveigled Erreth-Akbe into a place where the Old Powers of the earth would nullify his.He had lost
something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke
and fumes. He had to go there. He got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady, back down the valley..That night, over supper at the waterfront
inn, she asked with unusual timidity in her voice, "Do I have great gifts?"."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in hiding, neither killed nor
killing. The dead are dead. The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the people of no
account.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].Next we came to a moving walkway; we stood on it, a strange pair; lights swam by; now."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded
high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn.".Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack
on the heart of the kingdom and heartened by their victory in the Pelnish Sea, had taken the fleet on into the far West Reach and attacked the islets
and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing monstrous eggs with iron mauls." Hearing of this, Orm's dragon
anger woke again, and he "leapt for Havnor like an arrow of fire." (Dragons are generally referred to both in Hardic and Kargish as male, though in
fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and in the case of the oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.)."Failed? Sent away? Ran
away?".She turned away from him and them and went on up the hill in the gathering darkness. As she went.eagerly imparted, had nothing to do
with his power or with any true power. Mining and refining.work for us they'll kill you," he said. "Losen can't have fellows like you on the loose.
You'd.little and opened..she must have noticed it..Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and the histories. But I never heard of a
wizard.you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did you just run off from the.saw a slope running down from where he lay
towards a wall of stones, across which was
darkness.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].grief. And so, when it became clear that the boy had a gift of magery, his father tried to beat it."What's the matter, Emer?" said the curer,
turning his thin face and strange eyes to her..They cursed and sneered, but believed him. He had no idea if what he said was true. It had
seemed.There was a wise man on our Hill."I want to go home," she said.."Master," Medra said, afoot, "wake up.".this man, yet if any did better
than he in any thing, he found it hard to bear. It frightened him,.he looked at his son. Slowly the mixture of anger, disappointment, confusion, and
respect on his.jaws with the snap of a gate bolted, I caught the stench of his breath, what. . ..left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by
slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of.stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It.Rush
glanced from one to the other with her keen, bright eyes. "Not only a handy man," she said,."Oh, sir," she said, and he knew he had done wrong..He
stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him
through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went
eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey
grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony
face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly.."Is it
Waris?"."Sitting with old Ferny. She died this afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But how did you.the larder, ate an apple quickly because he
was hungry, and took his staff. It was yew, bound at.eyes catching and holding hers. "But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old
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wisdom..miners forbade it, earnestly believing it was the worst of bad luck for a man to pick up a shovel.aware of her, concerned for her. She stood
up and followed him..better. He knew that magic itself resists untruth. Conjuring, sleight of hand, and false commerce.now here I was flying. This
final journey was to end in fifteen minutes..belonged to the Hand, and the Hand was a league of powerful sorcerers on Morred's Isle, or on.And yet
Ember said to Medra, "We were our own undoing.".What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so
long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of
the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all the islands. The trees he had seen, which
seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source and center of
magic..one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons can; or so the dragons.Otter felt as if he were being brought
back to vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed half sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but rather a gift
of energy and hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but he longed to trust him, to learn from him. Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange,
yet he had set him free. For the first time in weeks Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on
him..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (68 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM]."I thought it would be a spell of Change," she said..My eyes still closed, I touched my chest; I had my sweater on; if I'd fallen asleep
without.So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing what he lived for until his feet
were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering.."What brought you
here, Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long way to come. And you have no wizards in the Kargish lands, I
think."."In the west," he said.."You should have told me at once," Early said..that she might see me, I walked more and more slowly. I was already
in the ring of brightness.I rolled up my sleeve and showed her..root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the
rotting bodies.Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They.lions. . ..Gift was in the dairy,
having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and she thought it was
the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you startled me!" she said.
"What can I do for you, then?".And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and."My lord," said
one of them with a fine, dark face and a wizard's oaken staff, "we do trust you,."Nais. How old are you?".The heat of the day was beginning to
lessen and the shadows of the Grove lay across the grass,."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you
should.whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.stars and the black curve of the hill, they
stripped and waded into the shallow water, their feet.When he came to himself, sick and weak from the poison and with an aching skull, he was in a
room.The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are True Runes that have been
given "safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student of
wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..I had to
smile..you were walking again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and.Archmage, here, in the Grove, as always. But
not as always..So that my mind could move about among the years and centuries without getting things all out of.we need to know." The
Doorkeeper's tone was equally sober, and his smile was gone. "I think this.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..when they turned back,
but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of Roke..her bed. Nearing the house, he heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard,
came wobbling.saw, his hands held out before him, straining, parting: and the cliffs parted with them, and stood.Beneath a dome supported by
cracked, dumbling columns stood a woman, as though she.They were not far inside the Grove, and still beside the stream, when Irian stopped,
turned aside, and crouched down by the enormous, hunching roots of a willow that leaned out over the water. The four mages stood on the path..He
met there a mage, an old man called Highdrake, whose true name has been lost. When Highdrake heard the tale of Morred's Isle he smiled and
looked sad and shook his head. "Not here," he said. "Not this. The Lords of Pendor are good men. They remember the kings. They don't seek war
or plunder. But they send their sons west dragon hunting. In sport. As if the dragons of the West Reach were ducks or geese for the killing! No
good will come of that."."We knew there was a great gift in her," Ayo said, and then fell silent for a while. "We didn't know how to teach her.
There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no one to turn to."."Do people still live
there?" Medra asked, and the master said, "Witches," while his brother said,.lay down heavily, again resembling an elongated boulder; the lioness
stood over him and nudged.wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..and bellies touched, though their hands stayed down by their sides. They
went on kissing.."Probably we can't," said the Herbal. "If the Windkey locks the winds against us ...".So little Diamond grew up in the finest house
in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly,
called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house;
he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of
Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land,
who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a
diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the
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trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".They were both shy. When Medra took
her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal, turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the
sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then
she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of
them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through shame and fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of
the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them.."Ran away! Why?".He woke, as he always did, in his room in the Great House. He did not
understand why the ceiling was low and the air smelt fresh but sour and cattle were bawling outside. He had to lie still and come back to this other
place and this other man, whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he had said it last night to a heifer or a woman. He knew his true name but
it was no good here, wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast green land lying down before him
cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing. The reeds had whistled, and the young cow had led him through the stream, and Emer
had opened the door. He had known her name as soon as he saw her. But he must use some other name. He must not call her by her name. He must
remember what name he had told her to call him. He must not be Irioth, though he was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that
was wrong; he must be this man. This man's legs ached and his feet hurt. But it was a good bed, a feather bed, warm, and he need not get out of it
yet. He drowsed a while, drifting away from Irioth..grief rose up through her body and dissolved, like an ache that melts away in a long stretch.
He.what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom when they.His voice had become very soft, very
dark..He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the.Golden was born to deal with commerce and
wealth, each in his place; and each, noble or common, if."Were there any women there?".receiving comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on
the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me.The art begins and ends in naming. But that's not your gift. You have a poor memory for words. You.In a
day or two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or heard tell of the great.She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he
stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and pain.."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper. They were all
silent. He motioned her to come.at the girl, Dory. She did not return his gaze, watching her mother with stolid, sullen grief..Hand, master of all
illusions.walks in from somewhere north, takes my business, some people would quarrel with that. A quarrel.her mouth. He thought of the spring
of water that had run from the broken earth..She got up slowly. She stood behind the
armchair..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (43 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].his own clean comfortable home, even more different from the cold austerity of the wizard's house..the beast would give a shake, or toss its
head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and.harmful. He did not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of
their.acts. Only in the syntax of the Old Speech, however, and only as spoken or written by a
wizard,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (103 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only.The staff swayed, was still, shivered
again..but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their hordes burned and looted, their.did not like them. He did not like what Hound
told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered.regret her rash invitation, and I wanted to make things easy for her..wizardry. And he had
learned a man's name.
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