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Eventually he put the quarter on the nightstand, switched off the lamp, and slipped into bed..At sunset, the boy stood in the backyard, gazing up

through the branches of the giant oak as an orange sky darkened to coral, to red, to purple, to indigo.."I'll come by at eight o'clock for breakfast,"

Wally suggested. "We have to set a date."."It's all right," Tom assured her. To Angel, he said, "No, I'm not sad. And you know why?".room,

heavier and colder than the ice bags that were draped across Junior's midsection..What might have become a waiting game of epic duration was

ended when the door to the room swung inward, and a doctor in a white lab coat entered from the corridor. He was backlighted by fluorescent

glare, his face in shadow, like a figure in a dream..Turning, turning, turning, the mysterious warning in his mind: The spirit of Bartholomew ... will

find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve..Junior put the money on the desk. "Then get into the records of Family

Services.".By now, all here assembled knew Celestina well enough that Tom's final example raised an affectionate laugh from the group..Startled,

Junior sat up straight, clutching the silencer-fitted pistol, but the cruiser didn't abruptly brake and pull to the curb in front of the Mercedes, as he

expected..Paul sat by himself, at the far end of the restaurant from them. He ordered orange juice and waffles..Adding new growth to his forest of

frustration, Tom got up from the study desk, fetched the newspaper from the front doorstep, and went to the kitchen to make his morning coffee.

He boiled up a pot of strong brew and sat down at the knotty-pine table with a steaming mug full of black and sugarless solace..Maybes were for

babies, but Caesar Zedd had failed to provide a profundity with which Junior could ward off the what-ifs as easily as the maybes..Zedd endorses

self-pity, but only if you learn to use it as a springboard to anger, because anger-like hatred--can be a healthy emotion when properly channeled.

Anger can motivate you to heights of achievement you otherwise would never know, even just the simple furious determination to prove wrong the

bastards who mocked you, to rub their faces in the fact of your success. Anger and hatred have driven all great political leaders, from Hider to

Stalin to Mao, who wrote their names indelibly across the face of history, and who were-each, in his own way-eaten with self-pity when

young..During the first year of her illness, she had been slowly weaned off an iron lung. Until she was seventeen, she required the chest respirator,

but gradually gained the strength to breathe unassisted..The bullet had been fired by a renegade cop who was every bit as lousy a marksman as he

was a corrupt scumball. He'd been aiming for Nolly's crotch..She asked him how many fingers she was holding up, and he said four, and four it

was. Then two fingers. Then seven. Her hands so pale, the palms both bruised.."But let's pretend it's me, okay? So here I am, stepping off the curb

without looking both ways-".Prosser-fifty-six, a widower, an accountant-had a thirty-year-old daughter, Zelda, who was an attorney in San

Francisco. Junior had driven to Terra Linda previously, to research the accountant; he already knew Prosser had no connection to Seraphim's fateful

child..It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by

thinking about it, or true up a warped joint by running his hands over the wood and talking to it, that he couldn't see why they made a fuss over

such things. But his father raged at him for his "shortcuts," even struck him once on the mouth when he was talking to the work, and insisted that

he do his carpentry with tools, in silence..Saturday morning, Paul made himself useful by assisting Grace with food preparation and by setting out

the plates, flatware, and glasses on the dining-room sideboard..After a while, he dared to crack his eyelids. Pressing against his eyes was a

blackness as smooth and as unrelenting as any known by a blind man. Not even a ghost of light haunted the night beyond the window, and the slats

of the venetian blind were as hidden from view as the meatless ribs under Death's voluminous black robe..For two years, since finding the quarter

in his cheeseburger, Junior had been searching for a metaphysics that he could embrace, that squared with all the truths that he had learned from

Zedd, and that didn't require him to acknowledge any power higher than himself Here it was. Unexpected. Complete. He didn't fully understand the

bit about monkeys and barrels, but he got the rest of it, and peace of a sort descended upon him.."Some places, it has to be like that." some places it

has to be that your eyes are okay?".Yet that evening, when she'd accepted his proposal and asked if he wasn't frightened, he said, "Not

anymore.".As Barty ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a wonderful, irrational exhilaration. That

this could be accomplished, that the darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time, the boy paused,

perhaps to rest or to mull over the three-dimensional map in his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in

exactly the right place, whereupon Agnes would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been

with her, safe inside her womb, on the rainy twilight that she had ridden the spinning, tumbling car to widowhood..But when the lore-books of a

wizard came into a warlord's hands he was likely to treat them with caution, locking them away to keep them harmless or giving them to a wizard

in his hire to do with as he wished. In the margins of the spells and word lists and in the endpapers of these books of lore a wizard or his prentice

might record a plague, a famine, a raid, a change of masters, along with the spells worked in such events and their success or unsuccess. Such

random records reveal a clear moment here and there, though all between those moments is darkness. They are like glimpses of a lighted ship far

out at sea, in darkness, in the rain..Though they had expected the cause of the explosion, both Paul and Harrison were halted by shock at the sight

of all this ruination. They had expected to find the car jammed into the wall of the house, never this far inside. The speed required to penetrate this

distance into the structure beggared Paul's skills of calculation and made him wonder if even recklessness and alcohol were sufficient to produce,

such a catastrophe..The quarter, surely. The one that had not been in his robe pocket where it should have been, the previous Friday..Tom proved to

be more useful than either a cop or a priest to Pie Lady Services, when he discovered a talent for money management that protected their funds
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from twelve percent inflation and in fact brought them a handsome return in real terms..He first eased from aisle to aisle, but soon moved more

quickly, convinced that the singer would be found beyond the next turn, and then the next. Was that her trailing shadow he had glimpsed, slipping

around the comer ahead of him? Her womanly scent lingering in the air after her passage?.No. Not exactly then. Not at the sight of the coin or the

detective. He had felt this way at Vanadium's mention of the name that he, Junior, had supposedly spoken in his nightmare..Whether the cop was

unhinged or not, Junior had nothing to gain by talking to him, especially in this disorienting darkness. He was exhausted, achy, with a sore throat,

and he couldn't trust himself to be as.He shook so badly that he couldn't remove the cap from the bottle. He was proud to be more sensitive than

most people, to be so full of feeling, but sometimes sensitivity was a curse.."Was a priest," he corrected. "Might be again. At my request, I've been

under a dispensation from vows and suspension from duties for twenty-seven years. Ever since those kids were killed.".The investigator's suite-a

minuscule waiting room and a small office-lacked a secretary but surely harbored all manner of vermin..The man, whom the others called Licky,

led him out into a hot, bright morning that dazzled his eyes. Leaving his cell he had felt the spellbonds loosen and fall away, but there were other

spells woven about other buildings of the place, especially around a tall stone tower, filling the air with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If

he tried to push forward into them his face and belly stung with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in horror for the wound; but there was

no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice and hands to work magic, he could do nothing against these spells. Licky had tied one end of a

braided leather cord around his neck and held the other end, following him. He let Otter walk into a couple of the spells, and after that Otter

avoided them. Where they were was plain enough: the dusty pathways bent to miss them..The nurse noted that the maximum weight capacity of the

elevator allowed all of them to take the same cab, if they didn't mind being squeezed a little..Having arrived at this same astonishing but

nonetheless obvious conclusion, Harrison said, "Someone has to've been hurt." He hurried out of the kitchen, through the dining room, with Paul

close behind him.."Who?" she shouted, though they were perched side by side on a black-leather love seat..Vanadium couldn't know the

whereabouts of the quarter. Besides, even when he'd swung the lunch tray over Junior's lap, the detective hadn't been close enough to pick the

pocket of the robe.."Oh, my Lord," Chicane groaned as he and Sparky half carried Junior into the bathroom.."Ordinarily, I'd recommend that you

apply hot compresses every two hours to relieve discomfort and to hasten drainage, and I'd send you home with a prescription for an

antibiotic.".Shuddering, rubbing furiously at himself, he stumbled into the bathroom. In the mirror, he confronted a face he hardly recognized:

swollen, lumpy peppered with red hives..The rain was colder than it had been earlier, almost as icy as sleet. Or perhaps she was far hotter than

before and felt the chill more keenly on her fevered skin. Each droplet seemed to hiss against her face, to sizzle against her hands, with which she

tightly gripped her swollen abdomen as if she could deny Death the baby that it had come to collect..As if he'd been presented with many previous

photos under these circumstances, Jonas Salk accepted the picture. "Your daughter?".He capped the bottle, pocketed it, and then kicked the dead

man, kicked him again, and spat on him..He switched off the flashlight and stood solemnly for a moment, paying his respects to Seraphim. She had

been so sweet, so innocent, so supple, so exquisitely proportioned..Lifted from his despair by this exhilarating wrath, Junior turned away from the

mirror, looking for the bright side once more. Perhaps it was the bathroom window..He liked her face, too. She wore no makeup, and pulled her

brown hair back in a bun. Some might say she was mousy, but the only things mousy that Nolly saw about her were a piquant tilt to her nose and a

certain cuteness..The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled the Studebaker with

music..Then her breath caught repeatedly in her breast as her throat tightened against the influx of air. One particularly difficult inhalation

dissolved into a sob, and she wept..The night was in flight, however, and he had a lot to do before it swooped straight into morning..Naomi's

beautiful countenance rose in his mind, and she looked beautific for a moment, but then he thought he saw a certain slyness in her angelic smile, a

disturbing glint of calculation in her once loving eyes..And although Simon would have denied it, would even have joked that a conscience was a

liability for an attorney, he possessed a moral compass. When he traveled too far along the wrong trail, that magnetized needle in his soul led him

back from the land of the lost..the social worker and her family. Husband, wife, daughter, son. The little girl smiled shyly through braces. The boy

was impish..As the paramedic shoved the gurney across the step-notched bumper, its collapsible legs scissored down. Agnes was rolled headfirst

into the ambulance.."Both. Brain and heart. But I've thought it through, Daddy. More than anything in my life, I've thought this through."."No, the

monster lives in there," Barty said, which was a joke, because he'd never suffered night frights of that-or any--sort..Celestina's question had been

about Phimie, but they had told her about the baby, and she was alarmed by their evasion.."What was it like, Enoch? Did you look into her eyes

when you pushed her?" Vanadium's uninflected monologue was like the voice of a conscience that preferred to torture by droning rather than by

nagging. "Or doesn't a woman-killing coward like you have the guts for that? ".With a nimbleness and an alacrity that a lemur would have admired,

the girl ascended to the first crotch..During the girl's final appointment, Junior discovered she would be home alone that same night, her parents at a

function she wasn't required to attend. She appeared to reveal this inadvertently, quite innocently; however, Junior was a bloodhound when it came

to smelling seduction, regardless of how subtle the scent..Tom stared at the girl's drawing-quite a good one for a child her age, rough in style, but

with convincing detail-and if skin could be said to crawl, his must have moved all the way around his body two or three times before settling down

again where it belonged. "Are these ... ?".If the state police did get involved, and even if they found evidence that the accident was staged, they

would most likely point the finger of blame at the man for whom Victoria had been preparing dinner..Apparently, he'd been drooling for a long

time. Where his chin and throat were not sticky, a crust of dried saliva glazed his skin..Tom had no idea who Perri might be, but something in the
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way Grace asked the question and the way she regarded Paul suggested that she knew something about Perri that had won her deep respect and

admiration..She tried to tell him that he was going to make it, that he would be with her for a long time, that the universe was not so cruel as to take

him at thirty with all their lives ahead of them, but the truth was here to see, and she could not lie to him..Otter was silent a while. Then he said in a

low voice, "Clay, and gravel, and under that the rock that bears garnets. All under this part of the city is that rock. I don't know the names.".The

Finder.She loosened her hair and brushed it out, and Nolly took her to dinner at their favorite place, which had the decor of a classy saloon and a

bay view suitable for God's table. They came here often enough that the maitre d' greeted them by name, as did their waiter..With the earth still

tenuously stable beneath them, they arrived at their fifth destination, a new address on Agnes's mercy list..Agnes's contractions were getting more

frequent and slightly more severe, so she said, "All right, but let me go tell Edom and Jacob that we're leaving.".No one was surprised by his

proposal, her acceptance, and the wedding. Barty and Angel were both eighteen when they were married in June of 1983..The parsonage was a

clean, respectable, and even charming house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase offered a glamorous showcase

adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living room..Aware of the dangers of

dehydration, he drank a bottle of water and put two half-gallon containers of Gatorade in the Suburban.."Six hundred ninety-five people were killed

in three states. Winds so powerful that some of the bodies were thrown a mile and a half from where they were snatched off the ground.".do further

testing, of course, but not until he's been stabilized at least twelve hours. Personally, I don't think we'll find any physical cause. Most likely, this

was psychological-acute nervous emesis, caused by severe anxiety, the shock of losing his wife, seeing her die.'.Google didn't realize that he was an

object of disgust. He wiggled his eyebrows in what he evidently assumed to be an expression of male camaraderie, and he nudged Junior with one

elbow.."What car?" Celestina asked, stopping at the bottom of the steps and turning to look..Carrying the candlestick, he raced to the kitchen at the

end of the short hall. The door stood open, but he had to enter the room to see Victoria slumped in one of the two chairs at the small

dinette..Suitcases seemed to be missing. Some clothes, as well. Could mean a weekend vacation..After a silent moment of surprise, Nork or

Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is understandable, Mr. Cain, but it's customary in these matters--".The spirit of Bartholomew . . . will

find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve..Then it would stop. The torment would stop. Surely. His sense of drift, of sliding

aimlessly through the days, would lift from him, and he would find purpose once more in determined self-improvement. He would definitely learn

French and German. He would take cooking classes and become a culinary master. Karate, too..Throughout this procedure, Barty appeared solemn

and thoughtful. When he had squeezed the tenth toe, he stared at it, brow furrowed..Instead, he encountered an elderly woman getting out of a red

Pontiac with a fox tail tied to the radio antenna. A quick glance around confirmed that they were unobserved, so he clubbed her on the back of the

head with the butt of his 9-mm pistol..He had learned many things about himself on this momentous day--that he was more spontaneous than he

had ever before realized, that he was willing to make grievous short-term sacrifices for long-term gain, that he was bold and daring-but perhaps the

most important lesson was that he was a more sensitive person than he'd previously perceived himself to be and that this sensitivity, while

admirable, was liable to undo him unexpectedly and at inconvenient times..Her voice grew thinner when she spoke to Angel, but in this new frailty,

Barty heard such love that he shook at the power of it. "God's in you, Angel, so strong you shine, and nothing bad at all.".When she was finished

with the dishtowel, she returned to the dining room, and though dinner was underway, she called for another toast. Raising her glass, she said, "To

Maria, who is more than my friend. My sister. I can't let you talk about what I've given you without telling your girls that you've given back more.

You taught me that the world is as simple as sewing, that what seem to be the most terrible problems can be stitched up, repaired." She raised her

glass slightly higher. "First chicken to be come with first egg inside already. God bless.".Not incidentally, the project served as a vehicle by which

some older citizens, in financial crisis, could receive money in a way that spared their dignity, gave them hope, and repaired their damaged self

esteem. Agnes asked Obadiah to enrich the project by accepting a one year grant to record the story of his life with the help of the head

librarian..Although, by unspoken agreement, they avoided any talk of loss and death, the mood remained grim. Angel sat in thoughtful silence,

pushing her food around her plate rather than eating it. Her demeanor intrigued Tom, and he noticed that it worried her mother, who put a different

interpretation on it than he did..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, I assumed she wasn't able to think

clearly because of the stroke..Barty's release from Hoag Presbyterian had been delayed by an infection, and thereafter he had spent three days in a

Newport-area rehabilitation hospital. Rehab consisted largely of orientation to his new dark world, since his lost function could not be recovered by

either diligent exercise or therapy..At 3:3 1 A.M., even the early-winter dawn wasn't near, yet Junior was too awake to return to bed. Though sweet,

though melancholy, never ominous, the ghostly singing had left him feeling ... threatened. He considered taking a shower and getting an early start

on the day. But he kept remembering Psycho: Anthony Perkins dressed in women's clothes and wielding a butcher knife.."Most tornadoes stay on

the ground twenty miles or less," Edom explained, "but this one kept its funnel to the earth for two hundred nineteen miles! And it was one mile

wide. Everything in its path--torn, smashed to bits. Houses, factories, churches, schools-all pulverized. Murphysboro, Illinois, was wiped off the

map, erased, hundreds killed in that one town.".That would not be a productive use of his time. Satisfying, but not prudent. Zedd tells us that time is

the most precious thing we have, because we're born with so little of it..on both sides of the property, the neighbors can't see, but some know, have

always known, and have less interest.The pewter bludgeon slammed into the back of his skull with a hard pack. The scalp tore, blood sprang forth,

and the man fell as hard as Victoria had fallen under the influence of a good Merlot, although he went facedown, not faceup as she had
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done..Speaking of bosoms, everywhere in the loft were braless girls in sweaters and miniskirts, braless girls in T-shirts and miniskirts, braless girls

in silk-lined rawhide vests and jeans, braless girls in tie-dyed sash tops, with bared midriffs, and calypso pants. Lots of guys moved through the

crowd, too, but Junior barely noticed them..A quick review of these book spines revealed that the treasured Zedd collection wasn't here..Though

she was only a week past her third birthday, Angel always selected her own clothes and carefully dressed herself. Usually she preferred

monochromatic outfits, sometimes with a single accent color expressed only in a belt or a hat, or a scarf. When she mixed several colors, the initial

impression that she gave was of chromatic chaos-but on second look, you began to see that these unlikely combinations were more harmonious

than they had first seemed..Relieved but still wary, he toured the small house again to be sure doors and windows were locked.."It sure is," Barty

said. When only a mortified silence followed his remark, he added: "Gee, I thought that was kinda funny.".She damaged more of Joey's things than

her own solely because he was such a big, dear giant, which made it easier to believe that he was constantly bursting out of his

clothes..Foreword.For a moment, Junior was mystified. Vanadium's movements had the quality of ritual, vaguely reminiscent of a priest raising

high the Eucharist.."But I had greater facility with cards than most magicians. I trained with Moses Moon, greatest card mechanic of his

generation.".Perhaps, reluctant to admit to herself that she had yearned for him to do everything that he'd done, she had slowly been inflamed by

guilt, until she convinced herself that she had, indeed, been raped. Psychotic little bitch..A table candle glowed in an amber glass. To Nolly, in this

glimmering light, Kathleen's face was more radiant than the flame..Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled;

besides, no teacher was a match for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with

which he had been born. Angel went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her teacher. They aced the periodic

equivalency tests that the law required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning, too.."Are you all

right?" he asked as he opened the passenger's door and helped her into the car..Barty's math and reading skills exceeded those of most eighteen

year-olds, but regardless of his brilliance, he was a few days shy of his third birthday. Prodigies were not necessarily as emotionally mature as they

were intellectually developed, but Barty listened with sober attention, asked questions, and then sat in silence, staring at the book in his hands, with

neither tears nor apparent fear..To the open casement window, into the men's room. Still seething with rage. Angrily cranking shut the twin panes

while lazy tongues of fog licked through the narrowing gap.."The princess is correct," he acknowledged, revealing that this hand was still empty.

Then he reached to the girl and plucked the quarter from her ear..The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink, turning off the water, which

he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to have washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of

housekeeping..By the time he reached the airport, located a private-charter company, chased up the owner through the night-security man, and

arranged to be flown at once to Eugene, Oregon, aboard a twin-engine Cessna, the points of pain in his face had begun to throb..Having anticipated

a problem of one kind or another, Junior withdrew a packet of crisp new hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still

wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..Vanadium owned so few clothes that the two bags had sufficient capacity to accommodate half

the contents of the closet and dresser..As though stirred by static electricity, the fine hairs on the backs of Tom's hands quivered, and a current of

expectation coursed through him..Wonderful. Oh, perfect. So Neddy, a friend of Celestina's, knew that Junior, reputed to be a vicious sadist, had

attended this reception under a false name. If Junior really was a sleazy pervert of such rococo tastes that he would be shunned even by the scum of

the world, even by the deranged mutant offspring of a self-breeding hermaphrodite, then surely he was capable of murder, too.."You're

heaven-sent," Grace assured Paul at breakfast Saturday morning. "With all your stories, you lifted our hearts when we most needed to be

lifted.".Maria was hand-repairing some of Joey's clothes, which Agnes had meticulously damaged earlier in the day..Cypresses lined the entry drive

to the cemetery. Tall and solemn, the trees kept guard, as though posted to prevent restless spirits from roaming out into the land of the

living..When finally he found his voice, it was rough-sawn with a blade of grief. "My wife. Perri. Perris Jean.".Following little Bartholomew's

murder, however, people might remember the man who had been asking after the mother, Celestina. Junior wasn't just any man, either; irresistibly

handsome, he left an indelible impression on people, especially on women. Inevitably, the cops would be knocking on his door, sooner or later..The

minister had finished. The service was over. No one came to Junior with condolences, because they would see him again shortly, at the Ford

dealership buffet..THE DEAD DETECTIVE, grinning in the moonlight, a pair of silvery quarters gleaming in the sockets once occupied by his

eyes..Agnes's suspicion that Barty would be a child prodigy had grown from seed to full fruit on the morning of the boy's first birthday, when he'd

sat in his highchair, counting green-grape-and-apple pies. Through the following two years, ample proof of high intelligence and wondrous talents

ripened Agnes's suspicion into conviction.."This meeting of the North Pole Society of Not Evil Adventurers is officially closed.".Because the upper

part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head from the pillow to study the corner where the phantom waited. He

peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the.As a recreational site, Quarry Lake could be judged only a partial success. During the mining

operation, trees were cleared well back from the edge of the dig, so that much of the shore would be unshaded on a hot summer day. And along half

the strand, signs were posted warning Ungraded Shore: Immediate Deep Water. In places, where lake met land, the bottom lay over a hundred feet

below..The revolving beacons dwindled, casting off blue-and-red pulses of light that shimmered-swooped through the diffusing fog, as if they were

disembodied spirits seeking someone to possess..When the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of

the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic
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ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and confusion and loss..Otter hesitated and said, "Yes."."Well,

it still is to me. But what I've been wondering ... when you talk about all the ways things are ... is there someplace where you don't have this

problem with your eyes?".Her mouth was as greedy as it was ripe, and her pliant body radiated volcanic heat, and as Junior slipped his hands under

her skirt, his mind teemed with thoughts of sex and wealth and power, until he discovered that the heiress was an heir, with genitalia better suited to

boxer shorts than to silk lingerie..The six-foot-tall statue was of a nude woman, formed from scrap metal, some of it rusted and otherwise corroded.

The feet were made from gear wheels of various sizes and from bent blades of broken meat cleavers. Pistons, pipes, and barbed wire formed her

legs. She was busty: hammered soup pots as breasts, corkscrews as nipples. Rake-tine hands were crossed defensively over the misshapen bosom.

In a face sculpted from bent forks and fan blades, empty black eye sockets glared with hideous suffering, and a wide-mouthed shriek accused the

world with a silent but profound cry of horror..He was a man with a plan, focused, committed, ready to act and then think, as soon as he was able to

act. A spasm of pain weakened his hand. Cartridges slipped through his fingers, fell to the floor..Outside, Celestina took Angel's hand as they

descended the front steps to the street.."It's just ... the last time I saw him, he trapped me in a corner and told this god awful story, far more than I

wanted to know, about some British murderer back in the forties, this monstrous man who beat people to death with a hammer, drank their blood,

then disposed of their bodies in a vat of acid in his workroom." He shuddered..So many stops, too little time at each, a dazzle of Christmas trees

decorated every one to a different taste, offers of butter cookies and hot chocolate or lemon crisps and eggnog, morning chats in bright kitchens

steeped in wonderful cooking odors and-in the chillier afternoon good wishes exchanged in front of hearth fires, gifts accepted as well as given,

cookies taken in trade for pecan cakes, "Silver Bells" and "Hark How the Bells" and "Jingle-Bell Rock" on the radio: Therewith they arrived at

three o'clock in the afternoon, Christmas Eve, their deliveries completed before Santa's had begun..Holding a shaker in each hand, Tom walked

them forward, causing them to diverge slightly at first, but then moving them along exactly parallel to each other..He knew for a fact that Seraphim

had died in childbirth. He had seen the gathering of Negroes at her funeral in the cemetery, the day of Naomi's burial. He had heard Max Bellini's

message on the maniac cop's Ansaphone.
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