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Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and
questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast
directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at
midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came
forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and
misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to
her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.'
Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195)
and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice Have poured
thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed
in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will
do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the
lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of
you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which
hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God!
We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir,
informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for
his expenses.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said,
"It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the
kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines
of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls
buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown
away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off
Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth
quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from
his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And
he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am
lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon
breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or
that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those
fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following
verses:.7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who
entered, saying:.So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and
Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an
exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son
and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks,
this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and
named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his
heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my
polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he
believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and
pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails
thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw
his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was
abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that
day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks,
clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have
burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for
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merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on
me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.(When Shehriyar heard
this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath occupied me with
this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the vizier, I will assuredly
spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber
and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him
from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that
wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful
of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou
slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin
against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.106. The Man's Dispute with the
Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling,
rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the
hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which
he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who
was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he
wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and
Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand.
Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a
hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her
forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el
Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk,
whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Fifteenth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 190..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with
longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still
the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Presently Aboulhusn
turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the
Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou
liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him,
said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn
said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of
God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of
the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I
am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and
said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the
Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows
and woes to my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..112. Aboulhusn and his
Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village,
and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to
the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it?
Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be
taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon
he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering
in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have
patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier
retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his
presence.].Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were
four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye,
Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him?
Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of
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him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and
slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on
his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? Of
beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.76. The Khalif El
Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er
Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she
consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to
this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His
folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and
told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and
assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left
her..No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and
bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful,
with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to
be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused,
and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this shall be thy justification against her." (22).As for that which hath befallen thee, verily, it hath
befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and mightier of
kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof I could not make
an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of
the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, I will relate unto
thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these
latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related
to a company and spoke as follows:.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy
ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies,
hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to
him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving
him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook
himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled
and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode
a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Then they drew up the contract of marriage and the merchant
said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the prayer of eventide and entered
the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul face and a blameworthy
aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch as there were reckoned
in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him. However, he lay with the
bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had the day dawned when he
arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of defilement (261) and washed his
clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and opening the door, sat down, with
discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it holdeth
dear..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of
gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she
saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and
sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they
brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed
their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver
and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay
court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous
army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath
done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had
recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be
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thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes
shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and
presents with him..Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a
horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he
discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him
nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me]
with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that
devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and
payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's
collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to
idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN
OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..When the evening
evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ?
? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis
clxxxi.Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his
stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city;
and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the
damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went
with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after
which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and
pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace,
whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..? ? ? ? ?
Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Officer's
Story, The Third, ii. 137..Sharper, Story of the Old, ii. 187..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they
came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they
were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the
first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that
she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O
king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful
in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king,
that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the
black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good
counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment,
(171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".'Well done, O damsel!' cried
Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the
tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he
stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon
or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have
been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and
yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee
come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I
beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, '
Yes.'.83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Now it chanced that a
camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set
out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of
her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate
place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband
and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But
she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal
compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done
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me a kindness.'.Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive
voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and
sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O
my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to
my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I
fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending
him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of
his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter.
Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old
Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to
that thou dost opine..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!"
Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed
thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known
that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man
without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore chagrin..Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor
bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to
God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth
glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry
Jest of a Thief dccccxl.16. The Fox and the Crow cl.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to
depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High,
and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou
the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High
decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".When the evening came, the
king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples),
that.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in
smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me?
Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence imposeth.
These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of
strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its
strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode
and sang thereto the following verses:.Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the
Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones
and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him
victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us
again, in despite of our foes!.When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide]
with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is
imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the
prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant,
wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the
king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp,
which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of
the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he
drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and
made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station
in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our
absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered
from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should
fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".As he was thus, behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a
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dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his
bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to
Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who
fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El
Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them
knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed
ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him
and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with
the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his
tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he
had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to
his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the
richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and
acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the
slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with
the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the
slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk
and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who
were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the
damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was
endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el
Hadi dclvii."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a
slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off.
Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on
the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my
knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this
world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the
world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it
pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew
out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance
and cried out and recited the following verses:.When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank
of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to
them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly
and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the
loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the
islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of
finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was
calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his
house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding
joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother
consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years passed.
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