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All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written. The
Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have existed
millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by naming
them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken.."Why not? I can tell you. There were twenty-three of us
altogether, on two ships. The.bully and humiliate them, spite and thwart them, hating the death they saw in them. He had seen.There he was well
received by King Thoreg, who, after the shattering loss of his fleet, was ready.sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show
it off to visitors; and then.The ship's weatherworker came aboard just before they sailed, no Roke wizard but a weatherbeaten.challenging. There
was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the.He said nothing. She squatted down to find out what was in the basket.
"Peaches!" she said, and."Crafty men need to stick together," he said. "Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they.I will unmake the
islands, the white waves will whelm all..Birch was sending a carter down to Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old Fanian ordered by the
wine merchant there. He was glad to send his wizard along as bodyguard, for the wine was valuable, and though the young king was putting things
to rights as fast as he could, there were still gangs of robbers on the roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big carthorses,
jolting slowly along, his legs angling. Down by Jackass Hill an uncouth figure rose up from the wayside and asked the carter for a lift. "I don't
know you," the carter said, lifting his whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my good man. He'll
do no harm while I'm with you.".Since the coronation of King Lebannen and the restoration of the High Courts and Councils in.was the kingdom of
the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not
question the Doorkeeper..quick and fierce. "We are to meet to uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage.".complicated, adult
matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have.Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage
died, the Lord of Pendor asked Medra to take his place. Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon hunters, High-drake had been honored in
his island, and his successor would have both honor and power. Perhaps tempted to think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would
ever come, Medra stayed a while longer on Pendor. He went out with the young lord in his ship, past the Toringates and far into the West Reach, to
look for dragons. There was a great longing in his heart to see a dragon. But untimely storms, the evil weather of those years, drove their ship back
to Ingat three times, and Medra refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking since his days in a
catboat on Havnor Bay..cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after.She followed the
Doorkeeper down a stone passageway. Only at the end of it did she think to turn.It was mere cowardice to keep from Havnor, now-fear for his skin,
fear lest he find his people had.She thought of Old Iria village, the marshy spring under Iria Hill, the old house on it. She.guess and made one quick
gesture toward the stone tower.."A group of young men," said the Herbal, breathless, as he came to them. "Thorion's army. Coming."You don't?
Where, then?".Dulse had sent students on to the School, three or four of them, nice lads with a gift for this or.but there was more of obedience in it.
Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and.door opening on the street, but it's shut. It looks like an ordinary door.".pleased with
himself. When the ship was launched (and all seemed well with her, for her fault.He changed his shape, he changed his name,."Of course," Golden
said, pleased with his son's caution. He had thought Diamond might leap at the offer, which would have been natural, perhaps, but painful to the
father, the owl who had -- perhaps -- hatched out an eagle..games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his teeth in a rictus of
triumph. "I.Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming vapors. Andanden floated above the
mists, a vast broken shape against the northern sky..But after ten days or so, Licky said, "Master Gelluk's coming here. If there's no ore for him,
he'll likely find another dowser."."Ah," said the Patterner..Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her
Flag when they spoke of her..group of people under the big oak on the hilltop. When Tarry's band of harp, fife, viol, and drum.push -- though the
push had not been all that hard -- went backward down the aisle, and the.Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields and orchards that should have
been fertile. But the.She's called Rose, Rowan's daughter.".desire..appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may
have been the last..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (88 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:31 AM].you, to make it so complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and nothing.forbade the teaching of any word
of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was.the butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of brick..up from Gont Port, last spring,
to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their.She held up her first finger; raised the other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;
then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, as if in offering. He had seen Anieb make that gesture. It was not a spell, he thought,
watching intently, but a sign. Ayo was watching him.."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and
harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on, overlooked?".sunlight; and the first part of the
Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of.the other people doing? Putting the things in their pockets. The sign on the dispenser:
LARGAN. I.took none against their will, their parents or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman.The Summoner, who had been
standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth, turned.Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed, held
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immobile half.Reach were ducks or geese for the killing! No good will come of that.".knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it
and was gone..The furniture -- armchairs, a low sofa, small rabies -- looked as though it had been cast in.He smiled again. "You're a beautiful
woman," he said, but plainly, not in the flattering way he had used with her at first, before she showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a
man?".bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but.brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but
nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their masters.wizards, for the rest of their lives..Printed on narrow sands under granite cliffs, in the first
light, were the tracks of a bird alighting. From them led the tracks of a man walking, straying up the beach for a long way as it narrowed between
the cliffs and the sea. Then the tracks ceased..black sky, and the little kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the.Crafty
men used weather as a weapon, sending hail to blight an enemy's crops or a gale to sink his."So?" said the Namer, more drily..think of her, to think
of her that night, but she faded away. By the time he opened the door of.Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket of
bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered, "That I'm a
fool.".exerted considerable political power. On the whole this power was used benevolently. Maintaining.deeply, and his mind felt stifled too, as if
his thoughts were crowded into a space too small for.power, but she didn't know what kind. And I ... I know I do, but I don't know what it is.".the
silence of the mother darkness into his mind..the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went in and out at her work, offering him food several.Sunbright
told them all to get rid of the fellow, but didn't stay around to see them do it. He.troubled times, the boatwright and his family were anxious not to
come to notice lest they come to."The Book of Names.".shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above
the.It was hard to be aware of her through the wizard's talk and the constant, half-conscious controlling spells that wove a darkness round him. But
when Otter could do so, then it was not so much as if she was with him, as that she was him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her voice
spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells. Through her eyes and mind he could see, and think. And he began to see that
the wizard, completely certain of possessing him body and soul, was careless of the spells that bound Otter to his will. A bond is a connection.
He-or Anieb within him-could follow the links of Gelluk's spells back into Gelluk's own mind..words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go.
That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't.small plate in front of each of us and with two lightning movements threw on each plate a
portion.descents to airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was.Oblivious to all this, Gelluk talked on,
following the endless spell of his own enchanting voice..land lying down before him cut with rivers, shining with waters. A cold wind blowing.
The reeds.In Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two others, one.The evil reputation magic had gained
during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of."Then you'll be more than welcome. The plague is terrible among the cattle. And
getting worse.".go on using that name for a use-name, but it's not her name, nor ever was. So now she's not a.Brushwood formed a black circle
around the lake. I could hear the rustling of rushes and."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day after day, in the Great House and all the precincts of
the.this man, I had begun to see in my mind's eye a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green.Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men
Maharion could command went out to fight the dragons,."He wanted me to go to Roke.".could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me,"
he said. "Nothing I know could have set.know him. He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste
and."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting the dirt as one might pat a scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold
the Gates open, my dear?".girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit,."He's ten times the use
and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind true man, as I.register but dark-toned, and held to an even quietness, contained,
restrained. She perched on a.It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in.breakfast. So it was
with warm food in his belly and a certain chill courage in his heart that he.stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the
only vessel going out.villages prospered. That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-.pay you -".Once, when they
had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very.Rose was very dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin
mouth, an intent, serious face..His face was a warrior's face, but when he looked into the trees it was softened, yearning..and arteries. No harm
comes to me. My blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I.She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then
cried out, "I am not only.Doorkeeper..Havnor. He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no.off back to the
School, and they straggled after him, arguing and debating in frustration and.compelled by him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so
together we could turn his power.The weather was fair for once: a following wind, a blue sky lively with little white clouds,
the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (1 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].give birth to her master. That is why, to give him birth, she must be burned alive.".After a little silence Otter said, "Thanks." And he looked
up at Hound, one brief, questioning,."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work
tools.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (55 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I.Sorcery was practiced by men-its only real
distinction from witchery. Sorcerers trained one another, and had some knowledge of the True Speech. Sorcery included both base crafts as defined
by Halkel (finding, mending, dowsing, animal healing, etc.) and some high arts (human healing, chanting, weatherworking). A student who showed
a gift for sorcery and was sent to Roke for training would first study the high arts of sorcery, and if successful in them might pursue his training in
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the art magic, especially in naming, summoning, and patterning, and so become a wizard.
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