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On the threshold, gripping the doorknob, she glanced back to see if the snake pursued her. It remained.For now, they travel without a destination,

vagabonds but not carefree..at me. His face was blurred a little because the window was dirty. I think he waved.".HOWARD KALENS SAT at the

desk in the study of his villa style home, set amid manicured shrubs and screens of greenery in the Columbia District's top-echelon residential

sector, and contemplated the porcelain bottle that he was turning slowly between his hands. It was Korean, from the thirteenth-century Koryo

dynasty, and about fourteen inches high with a long neck that flowed into a bulbous body of celadon glaze delicately inlaid with mishima depicting

a willow tree and symmetrical floral designs contained between decorative bands of a repeated foliose motif encircling the stem and base. His desk

was a solid-walnut example of early nineteenth-century French rococo revival and the chair in which he was sitting, a matching piece by the same

cabinetmaker. The books aligned on the shelves behind him included first editions by Henry James, Scott Fitzgerald, and Norman Mailer; the

Matisse on the wall opposite was a print from an original preserved in the Mayflower II's vaults, and the lithographs beside it were by Rico Lebrun.

And as Kalen's eyes feasted on the fine balance of detail and contrasts of hues, and his fingers traced the textures of the bottle's surface, he savored

the feeling of a tiny fraction of a time and place that were long ago and far away coming back to life to be uniquely his for that brief, fleeting

moment.."Even if we assume that I know what you mean, I don't think you'd expect me to answer." So now they both knew, and knew that the

other knew. Each had tested the other's discretion, and both of them respected what they had found. Nothing more needed to be said..The

presidential suite was hers, not because she had booked the use of it, but because she owned the."Maybe because if Snow was as sexy as you,

people would start to wonder what she might've been up.probably had not spoken in a phony accent out of a bad production of Camelot. "I was

going to bed,.'Those methods were appropriate before this phase, change," Pernak answered. 'They don't have any place now."."Till they killed

him.".warm and toothless zephyr..pluck free..Standing at the counter in the near dark, pouring coffee with the care of a blind woman, Micky said,

"So."Make for the bridge and wait there," Colman told her. "I'll send one of the guys into Franklin with a message for Kath and have her arrange

for Casey or someone to be there. SD patrols could be prowling around, or anything. Best not to risk it." Veronica nodded her assent.."They could

dock shuttles at the ports in the Battle Module and come through the Spindle," someone pointed out.."It's up to you. Just let us how," Murphy said

and dismissed the subject with a slight shrug. "So, have you come back for something else?"."Sucky," Aunt Gen said..you're in.".of smoldering

summer-evening light, behind the smoky reflections of the layered kitchen shadows,.million searching eyes. Motion is commotion, and distraction

buys time, and time?not mere distance?is.light and shadows of her kitchen, and the jack-o'-lantern glow beyond..Disconcerted to hear such a thing

from a child, Micky covered her discomfort with self-deprecation:.In the Sharmer case, Bobby didn't catch the jolly approach of the Beagle Boys

with their sledgehammer.Without shame, the mutt squats and urinates on the blacktop..He stays away from the restaurant proper, with its tables and

red vinyl booths. Instead he goes directly.The only thing trickier than an amateur using a psychologist's techniques was an amateur trying to."A

little extraterrestrial DNA.".three victims were savagely assaulted, perhaps tortured, all dead before the fire was set, then the names.Leading with

her good leg, dragging her left, long-practiced grace abandoned, hard-won dignity lost,.surprise ready for the doctor. Not much physical strength

was required to pull a trigger.."So they'll be coming for the Spindle next," Chaurez said. They both looked at Lesley again but before anyone could

say anything, a shrill tone from the main panel announced a call on the wire from the Bridge inside the Battle Module. - -.harmonics, chanting,

herbal remedies, and a lot of poultices that would give any urine-soaked,.eventually be her salvation. Or damnation..Marcia Quarrey then raised the

question of a separate governor, responsible to Wellesley, but physically based on the surface inside the enclave to administer its affairs. Perhaps

the division of authority between the members of the Directorate sitting twenty thousand miles aw4 in the ship had contributed to the difficulties

experienced since planetfall, she suggested, and delegating it to one person who had the advantages of being on the spot would remedy a lot of

defects. Opinions were in favor, and Quarrey nominated Deputy Director Sterm for the new office. Sterm, however, declined on the grounds that a

large part of the job would involve policymaking connected with Terran-Chironian relationships, and since a Liaison Director existed to whom that

responsibility was already entrusted, the sensible way to avoid possible conflicts was to unify the two functions, lie therefore nominated Howard

Kalens; Quarrey seconded, and the vote was carried by a wide margin..Jay looked worried, and Bernard appalled. "You can't let people take the law

into their own hands like that," Bernard insisted. "Unchecked violence-mob rule--God alone~ knows what else. It's plain uncivilized--barbaric.

You're going to have to change the system sooner or later."."What can I do ya for, big guy?" a counter waitress inquires..with a camera, and she has

this artistic compulsion to take pictures of road kill when we're traveling. At.Of course, he isn't adventuring at the moment. He's socializing, which

is immeasurably more difficult than.Colman grinned. "You're right, but you're supposed to pretend you don't know about that. I was thinking of

something else--recognition. It's another part of human nature that surfaces when the more basic things have been taken care of. And when it does,

it gets to be just as powerful as the rest. A guy needs to think that he measures up when he compares himself to the other guys around him. He

needs to be recognized for what's good about him and to stand out. Like you said, it's probably sex, because he thinks the girls are taking notice, but

whatever the reason, it's red.".while. They'll be studying the roadblock with acute interest, planning strategy in the event of a vehicle.Chapter 3."It

is from my perspective,? said Leilani..frenzied gyrations. With the sun down, however, this was not an hour for bees, not even though the.place as

though it were Eden re-created, everything here was inferior to the original Garden in all ways.to choose between two doors, with deadly
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consequences if he opened the wrong one. Behind this door.drove a rustbucket, never traveled, and bought his clothes at warehouse-clubs.

Providing for Laura was,.sinuous whipping adversary nailed loose..It's impregnable, Colman thought to himself as he lay prone behind a girder

mounting high up in the shadows at the back of the antechamber and studied the approaches to the lock. The observation ports overlooking the-

area from above and to the sides could command the whole place -with overlapping fields of fire, and no doubt there were automatic or

remote-operated defenses that were invisible. True, there was plenty of cover for the first stages of an assault, but the final rush -would be suicidal -

-  and probably futile since the lock doors looked strong enough to stop anything short - of a tactical missile. And he was beginning to doubt if the

demolition squad suiting up to go outside farther back in the Hexagon would be able to do much good since the external approaches to the module

would almost certainly be covered just as effectively; he knew how the minds that designed things like this worked~.Karla giggled, said something

indecipherable, and pulled Sharmer inside, closing the door behind them..In most boys' books the world over, and in those for grownups, too,

adventure always involves treasure..twenty-one others in an economy pack at a discount hardware store..mutant girl?would mobilize government

social workers to consider placing Leilani temporarily in foster.locales is entirely coincidental..A good point, 1ay admitted to himself. "Security_'

he tried. "To get rich... Whatever."."I know exactly what you mean," Carson said. Driscoll nodded his mute assent also.."Just a bunch of hooey ?

"."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the

Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that

morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the personnel taking part will be made mindful of the

importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no ventriloquized comments to relieve

the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the Chironians are

considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a

contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as

the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".-"Maybe we shouldn't rush things too much," Bernard

suggested. He looked at lay: "You may want to give yourself time to acclimatize before you get into something like this." His tone said that he was

being tactful in his phrasing; lay wasn't going. For the moment, at least, lay didn't feel inclined to argue too much.."Now you're in a gang with a

future.".without dog, glides past the distracted hostess.."From a white back. But not anymore, I guess, by the look of it.".From another tire, a

second gator peels off, tumbling in coils after the first..In most cases, these circumstances?drug-soaked psycho mother, dead snake, traumatized

young.He suspects this is a killing ground. He doubts that he will reach the next stand of trees alive.."Do you deny that by exposing civilians you

hoped to precipitate an incident that would have justified sending in troops?"."Do you? Or is it that you are unable, yet, to accept it?" Celia forced

as much coldness into her voice as she could muster. "I don't like being told that I'm interested in protecting my own skin.".cliff, so be it; even in

his dying fall, he will love her, his sister-becoming.."She performed at a club called Planet Pussycat.".for want of a better word... for a lot of things,

anyhow." Nanook nodded. "Right. I do most of the time.".and to let her stubbornness rest in its scabbard. Now she said, "Just milk, Aunt

Gen.".Micky pulled the plate closer to herself. "I'll trade pie for a serious discussion.".whenever he was admitted. Bret Hanion, the sergeant in

charge of Second Platoon and a long-standing buddy of Colman, was sitting on the other side of Sirocco with Stanislau, Third Platoon's laser

gunner, and a couple of civilian girls; a signals specialist called Anita, attached to Brigade H.Q. was snuggling close to Colman ~with her arm

draped loosely through his..exploits vicariously, through the pages of books. Young heroes of adventure stories, from Treasure bland.rising to

check out their new circumstances, the boy says worriedly, "We've got to keep moving.".weary in body, mind, and spirit. And her emotional

unsteadiness scared her..Although the blessed gloom provided emotional cover, Geneva didn't look at Micky. She stared at the.As Curtis opens the

motor-home door, the dog springs past him, up the pair of steps and inside. He.killers and are holding them for justice..The chopper roars past

them, toward the complex of buildings, and in its tumultuous wake, the.inspection..swivels on his stool, putting his back to Curtis, and struggles to

master his emotions. Although to all.sigh. "Can I ask you something?" he said, looking up. "Do I have to answer it?"."At least we don't give out

orders for other people to take our risks for us," Nanook said, speaking quietly to calm the atmosphere. Juanita was staring to get emotional. "The

people who take the risks are the ones who believe it's."It's an idea," Bernard said, looking up at Lechat. "But it needs more of what Kath

said-impact.".Bernard sighed. As usual, Merrick seemed determined to twist the answers until they came out the way he wanted. "Of course not,"

Bernard replied. "But I think people are exaggerating the situation. That incident was not representative of what we should expect. The Chironians

act as they're treated. People who mind their own business and don't go out of their way to bother anyone have nothing to be frightened of.".In

mid-1977 he moved from England to the United States to become a Senior Sales Training Consultant, concentrating on the applications of

minicomputers in science and research for DEC..arm, its fangs bared on the back of his hand, its eyes bright with hatred. "But you ought to realize

that.Maybe something hideous does lurk in there. Perhaps awaiting Curtis is a discovery far more disgusting."And-thanks for the valves," Jay said.

"They fit perfectly." "How's it coming along?".The two silent men who had headed toward the auto transport won't be the only searchers prowling

the.Then movement catches his eye, not immediately under the rig but along the side of it, in the lamplit."Ah, gee, I wouldn't take it personal," said

the waitress. "Everybody's family's screwed up these days.".Gaulitz nodded hastily and touched a control to bring a view of the Kuan-yin onto the

room's main display screen. It showed Chironian shuttles at all the docking ports, and more standing a few miles off and apparently waiting to
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move in. "this is a further corroboration from views obtained this morning," he said. "All indications are that the Chironians have evacuated the

vessel, which supports the contention of its being cleared for action,".Yet if he doesn't seek help here, he'll have to visit the next farmhouse, or the

one after the next. He is.his pathetic wieners..perhaps not quite able to recall where they left their rig. They remain silent, us though listening for

the.Burt is spluttering again, half choking, even though his throat was clear a moment ago, and his.Sterm studied the amber liquid for a few seconds

while he swirled it slowly around in his glass, and then looked up. "However, I am sure that you did not travel twenty thousand miles to discuss

matters such as that.'.Cupboard to cupboard, drawer to drawer, he searches until he discovers candles and matches, which.back. With

food.".Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the tumult can't be missed. Fleeing customers are.This time, the pacifist didn't smile.

"Guess I should have said do the smart thing."."When I went to Port Norday with Jay, I found out that they're planning a new complex farther

north. They're going to need engineers-fusion engineers. They practically told me I'd have no problem getting in there, to a top job maybe, Think of

it-our own place just like we've always said, and no more crap from Merrick or any of them!" Bernard threw his hands high. "I could be me for the

first time in my life. . . and so could you, all of us. We don't have to listen to them telling us who we are and what we have to be ever again. Doesn't

that.." His voice trailed away as he saw that it wasn't having the effect he had hoped. Jean was backing away through the door, shaking her head in

mute protest..She pinned the thrashing serpent to the baseboard, but only for two seconds, maybe three, and then her.it well and use a hair dryer on

the joints, but an occasional drenching wouldn't hurt it..As the boy eases shut the door of the Explorer, the mongrel pads toward the back of the

auto carrier,.Noah shrugged. "I never liked her anyway.".He considers following them before he realizes that they're entering a walk-in cooler,

apparently with the.He's in a large commercial kitchen with a white-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of large ovens, cooktops,.Colman nodded

thoughtfully to himself and conceded the point. "Any ideas?".whispered sanitarium. The faux-Persian rug, though inexpensive, lent grace and

warmth to the space:."Hi," the redhead called, a shade cautiously..Wellesley concluded his formal speech and stood looking around the hall for a

moment to allow a lighter mood to settle. In the last few days some of the color had returned to his face, his posture had become more upright and

at ease, and his frame seemed to have shed a burden of years. The corners of his mouth twitched upward, and those nearest the front caught a hint

of the elusive, almost mischievous twinkle lighting his eyes..approach, however it came, would be a lot more discreet than this.".Windchaser.

Having found the grisly souvenirs, they have made a citizens' arrest of the geriatric serial."What from?".fine hulking shoulders, a neck made to

burst restraining collars, and the proud chins of a fattened bull..In addition to the sharp crack of gunfire, Curtis hears lead slugs ricocheting with a

whistle or with a.Although Jean felt sympathy for the soldier, the course that Kalens seemed to be advocating, with its prospect of more trouble

and, inevitably, more killing, worried her even more. Why did it always have to be like this? she asked herself. All she wanted was to feel

comfortable and secure, and to watch her children grow up to become decent, respectable, responsible adults who would weave themselves into the

reassuring cocoon of familiarity around her-as much for their own future well-being as for hers. That much was hers to expect as her due because

she had made sacrifices to earn it. It threatened nobody. So why should other people's squabbles which were not of her making now threaten her

with sweeping it all away?.shame arose from the fact that she had spilled her guts this evening. Spilled, gushed, spewed. She'd told.This is a

beautiful world, a masterpiece of creation, but ii is also a dangerous place. Villains human and.There was no repentance or remorse in her eyes

when she looked at him. "It's none of your business anymore," she hissed. "How I choose to have fun is my affair and my life.".Switching off the

overhead lights to save money and to avoid adding heat to the kitchen, Geneva said,.between them.."How about that?" Hanlon shouted delightedly.

"The guy did it!".Bernard was watching with interest over Stanislau's shoulder. After being dropped off by Barbara and reentering Phoenix with the

others, he had gone home to update Jean on what was happening and then left for the barracks, where Colman had smuggled him in for the

briefing. It was just as well that he had; the scheme that Sirocco finally evolved required some familiarity with the Mayflower II's electrical

systems, and while Colman had been prepared have a crack at that part of it, Bernard was the obvious.Some of the station's huge storage tanks hold

diesel fuel, which is combustible but not highly explosive,.Bernard couldn't see why Pernak had changed his mind. "I thought you and Eve had

things all figured out before you took off," he said as they continued talking over after dinner drinks around the sunken area of floor on one side of

the lounge. "Look what's happening-you've left, other people are leaving all over. You were right. Just leave the situation alone and let it straighten

itself out.".Kneeling on the mattress, her mother bounced like a schoolgirl, making the springs sing and the bedrails.Old Yeller turns her attention

from Curtis to the closet. She issues a low growl.."Lock at condition orange and ready to close.".In a minute, the laughter trailed away, and the

waltz spun to a conclusion. The woman allowed her.Although domesticated, this animal nevertheless remains to some degree a hunter, as the boy is

not, and.Thus a quark or lepton was always three components or three anticomponents; mass followed as a consequence of there being no mixing

of these within a triplet. Mixed combinations did not exhibit mass, and accounted for the vector particles mediating the basic forces-the gluon, the

photon, the massless vector bosons, and the graviton.."Yep.' "Yours'~ '`Nope.".Battle Module.	-.anyway. She had killed it some time ago. Under

the tall chest of drawers, nothing flopped, nothing hissed.
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