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LOVES DAWN
David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy

reckonest;.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the

youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than

thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house

conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they

praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God

vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier,

"O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story

cxxxvi.There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming

forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed

not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an

end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and

her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of

fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty.

Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will

not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow,

'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.When came

the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the

seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them

and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon

the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her,

devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the

mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an

end of them..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God

we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and

corners of this city, and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely

woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and

questioned him of the house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?"

asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I

desired to gain access to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we

came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage."

Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused

and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune."

Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her,

though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how

much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".135. Jouder and his

Brothers dcvi.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..19.

The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the

astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all

that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto

my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my

son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and

embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged

thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people

swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died

and his son reigned in his stead..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and

deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban

and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and
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wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she

is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O

grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything;

and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the

least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive

for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and

if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis,

'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? An if

my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next

night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of

whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he

savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to

be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then

deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the

slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our

happiness in union was complete..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of

all th' afflicted, say..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee

fare..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he

returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that

a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one]

kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier,

"O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".Therewithal the

young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty

dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us

hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Then the

Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the

Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she

hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that,

if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the

Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came,

whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute

and tuning it, sang the following verses:.The Eleventh Night of the Month..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the

viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them,

saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my

forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely

happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O

king,.Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..'Twere

better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was

with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his

case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke

in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to

wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.?

? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and

carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried

it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man

of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and

from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then

said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to

the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou

the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.Algates
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ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.166. Aboulhusn of

Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.There was

once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His

courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and

this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he

answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after

the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him

with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..When the

morning morrowed, the draper went out, still angered against his wife, and the old woman returned to her and found her changed of colour, pale of

face, dejected and heart-broken. [So she questioned her of the cause of her dejection and she told her how her husband was angered against her (as

she supposed) on account of the burns in the turban-cloth.] "O my daughter," rejoined the old woman, "be not concerned; for I have a son, a

fine-drawer, and he, by thy life, shall fine-draw [the holes] and restore the turban-cloth as it was. "The wife rejoiced in her saying and said to her,

"And when shall this be?" "To-morrow, if it please God the Most High," answered the old woman, "I will bring him to thee, at the time of thy

husband's going forth from thee, and he shall mend it and depart forth-right." Then she comforted her heart and going forth from her, returned to

the young man and told him what had passed.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered,

saying:.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh

on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to

her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my

festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to

thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise

and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her

rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the

affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Calcutta

(1814-18) Text..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a

litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King

Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he

caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants

had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that

thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were

loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to

judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from

my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein

leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Meanwhile, Queen

Kemeriyeh and her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder;

and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her

own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we

have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her

company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us]

of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking;

whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou

let me down to them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh

wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke,

that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the

place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they

examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but

found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the

people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they

mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as

I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a

noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..? ? ? ? ? a.
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Story of the Physician Douban xi.So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had

taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering

to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all

the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he

said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy

good.'.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.The draper answered with "Hearkening and

obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence [the casket and] somewhat considerable,

which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried out and shrieked and called [on God for

help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out to them, saying even as the prefect had

bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the chief of the police, cried out and

complained and made a show of distraction..Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii.

245..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when

she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who

acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted

thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that

indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy,

whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He

bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter

and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".Three men once went out in quest of

riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till

they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat

down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the

gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might

enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..137. Otbeh and Reyya

dclxxx.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with

thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth

hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I

fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me;

and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My

father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have

them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand

horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my

commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to

witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the

merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will

not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the

merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with

him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand

dinars..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they

fare..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might

totter and fail!.45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return

to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year

agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so

haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But

we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord

and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they

replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El
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Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp,

which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my

trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.May the place of my

session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who

had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest

of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw

him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such

a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he

repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the

look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot,

and I can take the whole.'."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight

and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and

my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands,

and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set

out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Would God upon that bitterest day,

when my death calls for me, i. 47.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in

the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and

his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour

changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day

with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now

there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king, verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to

thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in

him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms

changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment? Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath

given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and

am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power

hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of

the marches.'.They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in

thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart

save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif,

"For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for

that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and

molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave

of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade

them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the

folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in

himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not

who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they

dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he,

'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying,

'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee

with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the

folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth

you.'.? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I pray..Quoth I (and

mine a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight

fresh and sweet would grow..Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the

foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they

say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects,

even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into

the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous
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and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the

history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a

vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore,

guard and eke thy secret keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.When the youth

saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with

the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two

dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and

spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of

his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now

comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth

Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But

the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine

eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to

perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou

slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel

to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself

with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before

her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water,

and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough

ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day;

after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the

king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his

history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him

exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in

Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth

and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and

saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took

leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of

his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory

and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over

them..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O

king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of

this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the

youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the

king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the

prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn

of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he

and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not

go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing;

whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the

men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door

of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar

with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched

and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's

Wife dcccclxxxviii.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call

on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from

thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I

forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the

[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ?
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And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Ninth Officer's Story,

The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many

the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides

to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were

vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me

estrangement and dismay..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to

El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.The ship tarried

with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth

and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem

should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind

and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there.

So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein,

a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and

set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here,

and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Now it

was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they

brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth

touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the

wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he

recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking,

unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at

hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving

them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought

him off alive..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the

ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she

came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and

sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings

[of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry

ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy;

wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.I saw thee, O

thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the

young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end

of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright

and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and

on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the

trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and

lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..They abode

thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied

him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while

I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she

said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead

man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.Now a

party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and

seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily,

we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are

the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in

an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak

and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman

Shah a liar..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112.
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