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? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Eunuch Kafour xxxix.89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him
dccccxix.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile
and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not
mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed
woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him,
'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be
admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not
escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for
whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God
the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings
of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on
the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished
grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on
him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted
to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his
troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..Then they arose and went up to the palace,
whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of
thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.'
Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Then they drew up the contract of
marriage and the merchant said, "I desire to go in to her this night." So they carried her to him in procession that very night, and he prayed the
prayer of eventide and entered the privy chamber prepared for him; but, when he lifted the veil from the face of the bride and looked, he saw a foul
face and a blameworthy aspect; yea, he beheld somewhat the like whereof may God not show thee! loathly, dispensing from description, inasmuch
as there were reckoned in her all legal defects. (259) So he repented, whenas repentance availed him not, and knew that the girl had cheated him.
However, he lay with the bride, against his will, and abode that night sore troubled in mind, as he were in the prison of Ed Dilem. (260) Hardly had
the day dawned when he arose from her and betaking himself to one of the baths, dozed there awhile, after which he made the ablution of
defilement (261) and washed his clothes. Then he went out to the coffee-house and drank a cup of coffee; after which he returned to his shop and
opening the door, sat down, with discomfiture and chagrin written on his face..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom
Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to
Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray
full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it,
stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and
courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.Then she charged her
husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the
thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the
money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said
to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred
dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance
from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".As he was thus, behold, Aamir
called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back
and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a
little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their
van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my
horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and
slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other,
"Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be
saved.".? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.When the king heard
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his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice,
saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest
pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head;
whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these
men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as
aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that
which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that
which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? p.
The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Then they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she
came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on
her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the
hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in
these verses:.When I came forth, I swooned away: so I sat down till my trouble subsided; then I made for my comrades and said to them, "I have
found the booty and the thief, and I affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make
shift to lay hold upon him." Then I took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him
taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the
keeper, pinioned him..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy magnanimity;.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and
times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by
night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not
forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account
with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was
grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and
nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so
that he recited the following verses:.4. The Three Apples xix.When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she
despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither.
The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the
king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between
them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his
brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship.
She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.'
Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of
administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope
for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the
truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my
expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king,
"Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.As
fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and
burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves
with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them,
and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and
sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we
entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and
found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..Now Afifeh and her
daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of
kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when
Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings
and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes
were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When
the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and
suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and
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lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ?
? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes
slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels,
and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while
the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still
continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou
whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The
folk summon us to their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh
Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters
(219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of
fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey.
And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.'
Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head
answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear
thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Learned Man, Khelbes and his
Wife and the, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..So he repaired
to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes,"
answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and
bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with
thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of
our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we
will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question
thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of
fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers
sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked
viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is
nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in
you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for
the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst
thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".Barmecides, Er
Reshid and the, i. 189..The merchant believed her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the
love of her had gotten possession of him and he knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if
he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone, he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The
magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor,
seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not
the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;"
but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not, neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they
came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent
of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be
warned..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your
injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed
Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we
will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go
ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all
manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of
fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and
indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206)."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber,
saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O
Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed
the earth and recited the following verses:.Then she drank three cups and filling the old man other three, sang the following verses:.10. The
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Enchanted Horse ccxlir.So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay
her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body,
after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his
father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till
the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant
Hassan dcclvi.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.'
And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is
not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and
they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate
and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete,
what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he
departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost
his wealth and his wit.".? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of
honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan.
When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as
befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and
prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..The dealer stood at her head and one
of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then
said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her
save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her
name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of
fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast
him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who
biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this
merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to
thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that
whiles it wore..Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place
empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look
for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to
do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the
earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this
Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..So, when they had made an
end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the
matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show
them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went
astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not
consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I
arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared
on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a
very old man, and became his guest..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair;
for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to
the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach?
Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the
realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter."
Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So
return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward
and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened
the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.?Story of Ilan
Shah and Abou Teman..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to
leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their
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exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with
yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the
king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not
in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so,
come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to
seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Our
stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan,
with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst
vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..When Belekhsha had made an
end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward
and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all
eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? The
best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a
company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook
themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see
what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what
wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son
and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Calcutta (1814-18)
Text..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..After
this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and
behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him,
and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us
and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves
of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and
bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among
themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by
way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do
overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was
moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of
gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand
dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her
and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing
will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat
(74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me,
that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two
dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i.
205..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever
house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed!
I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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