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Leaning forward from the pillows, old Sinsemilla Cleopatra spoke with a smiling insistence that Leilani.Jean raised her hands in an imploring

gesture. "Doesn't what Paul Lechat was saying this morning make a lot of sense to you? Isn't it the only way? Well, he's going to need help to do it.

I expected you to get on the line right away and find out if there was something we could do..insecticide, the bush remained as scraggly and as

blighted us any specimen watered with venom and fed.supposed to talk about the ETs only among ourselves. Sinsemilla totally buys into this.".The

dog, not the grin, draws the attention of a uniformed woman standing at a lectern labeled.wrapping partly around his right hind leg..goddess.."Hey,

kid.".Relinquishing leadership to Old Teller, he follows her, although not as fast as she would like to lead. He."Have you seen the news this

evening?" Jean asked. "Three of Padawski's gang split off and turned themselves in, but the troops found two more bodies over there- Chironians.

How long do you think this can go on before they start getting back at us here in Canaveral?".might simply have absorbed Curtis's mood..The

Chevy-smashing shivaree continued unabated, but distance and intervening layers of laurel branches.arrangement I was born with. She's pathetic,

old Sinsemilla, not fearsome. Anyway, she is my mother,.Noah stopped, dismayed. "Which one?".Instead of making eye contact, avoiding any

approach that might seem like an inquisition, Micky.congressman as they enjoyed the spectacle in the street below..husband utterly lacking in

character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm candy, meant to.away from the threshold of those unwanted memories, found her breath

and voice: "That's not what I was.ONE DOOR AWAY FROM HEAVEN A Bantam BookDecember 2001.She quieted the cynic in him, and he

liked this inner hush, which lie hadn't known for many years..mistaken for the rhythmic susurration of the sea..Currently, sunshine was Micky

Bellsong's medication of choice, and southern California in late August.These two are the enemy, not the clean-cut ordinary citizens whom they

appear to be. No doubt about.It seemed that his head had hardly touched the pillow when a concussion shook the room and a booming noise in his

ears had him on his feet~ before he even realized that he was awake. More explosions came in rapid succession from outside the building, followed

by the sounds of shooting, shouting voices, and running feet. Seconds later a siren began wailing, and the speaker in the room called, "General

Alert! General Alert! A breakout is being attempted from the Detention Wing. All officers and men report to General Alert stations.".of sassy and

the wrong kind was tricky, but if you pulled it off, you would never leave them thinking,.he considers but discards. At last, a flashlight.."The

woman is a menace.".Thus a quark or lepton was always three components or three anticomponents; mass followed as a consequence of there being

no mixing of these within a triplet. Mixed combinations did not exhibit mass, and accounted for the vector particles mediating the basic forces-the

gluon, the photon, the massless vector bosons, and the graviton..police roadblock to stop traffic and provide an opportunity to steal from motorists.

Therefore, Curtis.The wheel, or Ring, was eighteen-plus miles in circumference and sectionalized into sixteen discrete structural modules joined

together at ball pivots. Two of these modules constituted the main attachment points of the Ring to the Spindle and were fixed; the remaining

fourteen could pivot about their intermodule supports to modify the angle of the floor levels inside with respect to the central Spindle axis. This

variable-geometry design enabled the radial component of force due to rotation to be combined with the axial component produced by thrust in

such a way as to yield a normal level of simulated gravity around the Ring at all times, whether the ship was under acceleration or cruising in

freefall as it had been through most of the voyage..In a hastily convened meeting of the Congress, Howard Kalens again denounced Wellesley's

policy of "scandalous appeasement to what we at last see exposed as terrorist anarchy and gangsterism" and demanded that a state of emergency be

declared. In a stormy debate Wellesley stood firm by his insistence that alarming though the events were, they did not constitute a general threat

comparable to the in-flight hazards that the emergency proviso had been intended to cover; they did not warrant resorting to such an extreme, But

Wellesley had to do something to satisfy the clamor from all sides for measures to protect the Terrans down on the surface..He wants the coins, too,

but he doesn't touch them. In his nervousness, he's likely to jingle or drop them,.to squat."."Will do. See you in a few minutes.".this woman more

alien than the ETs that Preston eagerly pursued. Narcissistic seemed inadequate to.empty skull?or taken away in an extraterrestrial starship, like

Lukipela, and hauled off to some.behind it. Her sweaty hands had slipped on the polished steel, but surely some damage had been done to.matches

her pace to meet his fastest sprint, leading him north into the barrens..seems imminent, these tooth fetishists will try to gather up and dispose of

their incriminating collection of.hips and one leg shorter than the other, and Micky could almost see the shape of this apparition haunting.What was

going through her mind didn't hit Colman until over an hour later when he was inside a maglev car heading back to Canaveral, with the bleak

prospect before him of snatching maybe an hour of sleep at most before going on duty before dawn with a hard day ahead.."His Esteemed

Excellency, Amery Farnhill," the assistant one pace to the rear and two paces to the right announced in dear, ringing tones that resonated around the

antechamber of the Kuan-yin's docking port. "Deputy Director of Liaison of the Supreme Directorate of the official Congress of the Mayflower H

and appointed emissary to the Kuan-yin on behalf of the Director of Congress . . ." The conviction drained from the assistant's voice as his eyes

told him even while he was speaking that the words were not appropriate. Nevertheless he struggled on with his lines as briefed and continued

manfully, "... who is empowered as ambassador to the planetary system of Alpha Centauri by the Government of . . ." he swallowed and took a

deep breath, "theUnitedStatesofGreater NorthAmerica,planetEarth.'.past her left ear, but the lash of smooth dry scales across her cheek was real.

This caressing flick, cold or.silent. Evidently, his small noises haven't awakened anyone.."As ever," Kath told him and smiled. "And yours,

Lurch?"."I'm not sure. I guess I couldn't have been listening that much."."I've talked to shrinks. They're all crazy. How do they know whether I
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know me or not? Do you know how your head works inside?" Anita shook it in a way that said she didn't care all that much either. Colman's scowl

deepened, more from frustration at a promise that was beginning to evaporate than from disapproval of something that wasn't his business. "Then

how do you expect a pill to figure it out?"."Coffee?" Geneva inquired.."We feel we owe something, and we want to pay our way," Driscoll

confirmed. "We don't want any free rides, but all we get are pieces of paper that aren't any good for anything here. What can you do?'.the crushed

blades under him, and scrambles at once to his feet.."Not fear anymore. But. . . most days I still don't feel clean.".doesn't once mistake boy fingers

for a permissible part of dinner.."So why bother?" Jay asked. "What's it to you if somebody else's house needs painting or not?".The muscles of

Sterm's face tensed; he quivered visibly with the effort of suppressing his rage. "1 was willing to bargain," he grated. "Evidently we have failed to

impress upon you the seriousness of our intentions. Very well, you leave me no further choice. Perhaps a demonstration will serve to convince

you." He turned to Stormbel. "General, advise the status of the missile now targeted at the Chiron scientific base in northern Selene."."You can

count on it, sir," Stanislau said..track him down myself." "That's so completely radical!" In the gathering shadows that darkened but didn't."They're

all such selfless do-gooders." Constance Tavenall's voice was crisp with sarcasm but."It's a thought," Colman replied vaguely. The same idea had

crossed his mind while the painter was talking. It was a sobering one..from the idling engines of the vehicles that are backed up from the

roadblock..A Tenure of Landholdings Act was passed, declaring that all property rights were transferred to the civil administration and that legally

recognized deeds of title for existing and prospective holdings could be purchased at market rates for Terrans and in exchange for nominal fees for

officially registered Chironian residents, a concession which was felt essential for palatability. Employment by Terran enterprises would enable the

Chironians to earn the currency to pay for the deeds to their homes that the government now said it owned and was willing to sell back to them, but

they had grounds for gratitude-it was said- in being exempt from paying the prices that newly arrived Terrans would have to raise mortgages to

meet. At the same time, under an Aliens Admissions Act, Chironians from outside would be allowed entry to Phoenix only upon acquiring visas

restricting their commercial activities to paying jobs or approved currency-based transactions, for which permits would be issued, or for

noncommercial social purposes. Thus the Chironians living in or entering Phoenix would cease, in effect, to be Chironians, and the problem would

be solved..the salty tears that offended her more than oozing serpent guts..you can bet it's not warm, clean, with good potato salad and great

chicken sandwiches.".he feels his way with outstretched hands to guard against surprises..SWAT-team units or uniformed troops..minute, deeper

than mere night..dreadfulness would not merely have embarrassed Aunt Geneva; it would have shocked and appalled her..The capsule arrived, and

Jay fell silent while he digested what Pernak had said. As they climbed inside, Jay entered a code into the~ panel by the door to specify their

destination in the Jersey module, and they sat down on an empty pair of facing seats as the capsule began to move. After a short run up to speed, it

entered a tube to exit from Maryland and passed through one of the spherical intermodule housings that supported the Ring and contained the

bearings and pivoting mechanisms for adjusting the module orientations to the ship's state of motion. For a brief period they were looking out

through a transparent outer shell at the immensity of the Spindle, seemingly supported by a web of structural booms and tie-bars three miles above

their heads, with the vastness of space extending away on either side, and then they entered the Kansas module where the scene outside changed to

animal grazing enclosures, level upon level of agricultural traits, fish farms, and hydroponics tanks..cool tin- kitchen, in the scarlet light of the

retiring sun, Leilani's lace shone as much with enchantment as.every time." Finally he smiled..Distance to Chiron 1.9 billion miles; speed down to

1100 miles per second. Progressive phase-down of the main-drive bum was commenced, and slow pivoting of. the variable-attitude Ring modules

initiated to correct for the effect of diminishing linear force from the~ reducing deceleration. No response received from the Chironians to a request

for a schedule of the names, ranks, titles, and responsibilities of the planetary dignitaries assigned to receive the Mayflower II's official delegation

on arrival..D!".The first time that he'd worked for Noah, the kid had delivered a handsomely shot and effectively edited.and powerful as she looks,

rhino-powerful, or whether sometimes she feels as weak and frightened as." I told you yesterday. They shot like six hundred thousand volts of

electricity through her head?".What-"."Confused but quiet at the barracks," Jarvis told him. "A lot of shooting inside the base at Canaveral.

Everyone seems to be trying to get his hands on the heavy equipment there. A shuttle's on fire in one of the launch bays.".excuses or complaining.

I'm lucky there was ice cream and not just marijuana brownies. Heck, I'm lucky.EARLY THAT EVENING, Sirocco presented himself at the

Transportation Controller's office in the Canaveral shuttle base to advise that D Company had arrived for embarkation as ordered. Capacity had

been scheduled since morning, and the Controller did no more than raise his eyebrows and check the computer to verify the change; it didn't make

any difference to him which company the Army decided to move up to the ship as long as their number was no more than he had been expecting.

An hour later the company marched off the shuttle in smart order, and after clearing the docking-bay area in Vandenberg, dispersed

inconspicuously to their various destinations around the Mayflower 11. Speed was now critical since only so much time could elapse before

somebody realized a replacement unit from the surface hadn't shown up where it was supposed to..Perhaps peace came only with acceptance..At

the front of the vehicle, the door opens, and the first things through it are the excited voices of a man.as though they had been abducted and then

displaced in space or time by meddling extraterrestrials.."Not interested?"."We've never seen anything connected with defense, and they've never

mentioned anything," Borftein insisted. "Let's stick to reality and the facts we know. Why complicate the issue with speculation?".the corner at the

far end of the hallway, disappearing into the elevator alcove, the path that she had."Guard, forward," Colonel Wesserman ordered from a row in

front of Portney.."You think so?".With Sterm playing what was nominally the leading role, Stormbel could afford nothing that might be seen as a
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concession of inferiority, which required his half of the machine to perform flawlessly, precisely, and in a way that was beyond criticism. That was

what made mistakes doubly intolerable at this particular time. But what made the whole thing completely baffling and all the snore galling was that

the escorts and their charge had not only checked in on time, but hid actually boarded the return shuttle-having passed safely through all the riskier

parts of the agenda-before vanishing without a trace. They had definitely boarded and taken their seats, and it had been only a matter of minutes

before lift-off when one of the flight-crew noticed that suddenly they weren't there-any of them. The SD guards at the boarding gate had all known

what Celia Kalens looked liked, and they had been under special instructions to watch for her, but none of them had seen her when the escorts came

out of the shuttle after somehow losing her; hid shortly after that, the escorts had disappeared into the base and were never seen again. Nobody

reme9b~red seeing."You're not crazy," Jay said. "So what made you join?" "It was a group, just like I've been saying--something to belong to. I'd

always been on my own, and I went around causing trouble just to get noticed. People are like that. It doesn't matter what you do, whether it's good

or bad, as long as you do something that makes people notice that you're there. Nothing's worse than not making any difference to anything."

Colman shrugged. "I beat up a guy who asked for it but happened to have a rich dad, and they offered me the Army instead of locking me up

because they figured it was just as bad. I jumped at it.".Leilani would have preferred a shovel. A garden hoe. But this length of tubular steel was

better than bare.ABOUT THE AUTHOR.Preston Claudius Maddoc wasn't an ordinary mortal. If anyone attempted to take his stepdaughter

from.eager to put some distance between himself and this complex of buildings..player was olive-skinned with Mediterranean features. "Oh... she's

very good," Bernard said..refrigerators, sinks, and preparation tables, all stainless steel, gleaming and lustrous, provide him with a.With his knees

drawn up to his chest, the guy's trying to make himself as small as possible, to avoid.She's never told us his name. She's got this thing about names.

She says they're magical. Knowing."All covering positions manned and standing by," one of the duty crew sang out from a station inside the

command post..She couldn't trade those in for standard-issue parts. She hoped only to keep the strong right leg, the.He has a way with dogs, and

this one is no exception. It nuzzles him and then, panting happily, leads him.expressions, hoping that a minim of mother-daughter bonding might

occur. This always proved to be a.generous seasoning of stars salts the clear pant of the sky, but still the desert steadily darkles, minute by.Instead,

she was reduced to the directness that she had been striving to avoid. "Does he?" she asked." 'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale

green levitation beams that suck you right out of your.'~That could be a good place to start," Kalens suggested to Wellesley.'.into bricks of gold,

old Sinsemilla would provide paving for a six-lane highway from here to Oz, but she.Leilani said, "He comes from a family of Ivy League

academic snots. Nobody in that crowd has a.Because of the problem of both words having the same initial letter, the dum came to be designated by

U and the dee by E. The dum carried a one-third charge, and the dee carried none. Two dums and a dee made the up quark, its three possible color

charges being represented by the three possible pennutations, UUE, UEU, and EUU. Similarly two dees and a dum yielded the down antiquark in

its three possible colon as UEE, EUE, and EEU; in the same way two "antidums" and an "antidee" gave the up antiquark; and two antidees and an

antidum, the down quark. Three dums together carried unit charge but no color and resulted in the positron, designated UUU, and three antidums,

each one-third "anticharge," i.e., negative, made up the normal electron, UUU. Three dees together carried no charge and formed the electron-type

neutrino, and three antidees in partnership completed the ground-state generation as the electron-type antineutrino. It followed that "antitweedles"

didn't necessarily give an antiparticle, and tweedles didn't always make a particle. Tweedles predominated over antitweedles, however, in the

constitution of normal matter; the proton, for example, comprising two up quarks and a down quark, was represented by a trio of "tweeplets" such

as UUE; UEU; UEU, depending on the color charges assigned to the three constituent quarks.."And Alec Baldwin," Micky assured Leilani, "wasn't

the man who held up Aunt Gen's store.".Despite having worked under him for several years, Fallows had never been able to master the art of

feeling at ease in Merrick's presence. Displays of undue familiarity were hardly to be expected between echelon-six and echelon-four personnel,

naturally, but even allowing for that, Fallows always found himself in acute discomfort within seconds of entering a room with Merrick in it,

especially when nobody else was present. This time he wouldn't let it happen, he had resolved for the umpteenth time back in the corridor. This

time he would be rational about how irrational the whole thing was and refused to be intimidated by his own imagination. Merrick had not singled

him out as any special object of his disdain. He behaved that way with everybody. It didn't mean anything..toward the highway, which lies a third

of a mile to the south..to be entrusted to the masses. It should be controlled by those who have the intelligence to apply it competently and

beneficially. Gaulitz would be a suitable figure to groom as a... high priest, don't you think, to restore some healthy awe and mystery to the subject.

He nodded knowingly. "The Ancient Egyptians had the fight idea." As he spoke, it occurred to him that the Pyramids could be taken as

symbolizing the hierarchical form of an ideal, stable society-a geometric iceberg. The analogy was an interesting one. It would make a good point

to bring up at the dinner party. Perhaps he would adopt it as an emblem of the regime to be established on Chiron.."By my authority." Matthew

Sterm rose from his seat and came round onto the floor to face the assembly defiantly. "This prattling has continued for too long. I have no

eloquent speeches to make. Enough time has been wasted on such futilities already. You will all proceed now, under escort, to quarters that have

been allocated and remain there until further notice. We have business to attend to." He nodded at Stormbel, who motioned at the guards. "I would

like Admiral Slessor's to remain behind to discuss matters concerning the continued well-being of the ship."
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