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? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.When the prince
saw her in this plight, he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered
she, "nevermore send me to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which
had bedded her with Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of
Mariyeh fled forth of his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said,
"Be not concerned." Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's
wage and turn not again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on
account of the cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the
tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..37. The
Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police
dccccxxx."O king," answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so
much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me,
and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him
whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King
Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he
relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not,
so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him,
and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till
to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man
said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he
remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the
little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl,
"Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair
Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.'Thou
liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them
to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and
that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history
from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that
which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and
upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion
with] his wife and children..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine
eyelids with blood their tears ensue..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old
woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of
the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to
her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness
(193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness
and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? v.
The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they
feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so
should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man
nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of
the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the
hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a
proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of
the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the
Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and
threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then
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he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted
his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings
dcxvi.To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast
was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he
buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain
and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king,
the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by
Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the
days passed by and the affair was forgotten..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have
borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a
weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya
cccclxxxvi.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee
fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so
haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in
the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she,
"Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden
[the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said,
"This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O
Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33)
Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.? ? ?
? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..After a few days, his brother
returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is
the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to
him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there
had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the
way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet
for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers,
after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..Therewith
King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me
from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king
restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last
man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the
changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for
that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He
allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past,
wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time
is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).Now the king
of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their
counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to
leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment
with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there
man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the
crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the
forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up
and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and
indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So
he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them
missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts
galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou Sabir's
village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All the
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Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O
woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed,
for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so
he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the
village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy
slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.When she had made an end of her song,
she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with
her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing.
Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the
Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set
with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the
magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of
Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden
among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the
pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find
her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth
Brother xxxii.31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in
hue..When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered me. So I went out and found her not;
and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and
my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode
looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it;
whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came
down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes
come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my
life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the
privities..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..There was
once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two
children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest
fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the
Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed,
their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and
assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels
and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted
in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons
ccccxliv.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the
kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his
household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance
and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old
woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented
the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire,
scattered his ashes abroad in the air..Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were
beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased
not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of
Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our
loved ones away..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.? ? ?
? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.I fear to be
seen in the air, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and
wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er
Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful,"
answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed,
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Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst
she wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and
the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he
betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and
he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the
lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh,
saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but
go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he
said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not
but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.There was once a man of
fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him
of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the
dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of
money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money
and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon
the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..3. The Porter and the Three
Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..He
lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool
who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no
abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than
that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant
and the Two Sharpers clii.28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.Destiny, Of, i. 136..When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the
prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he
signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she
tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Women's Craft, ii. 287..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh,
the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came,
weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our
Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..All this
while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in
the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head
forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who
had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own
house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the
morrow..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor cclii.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's
mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by
that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from
the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade
one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords,
that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a
letter and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his
daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people
and troops], they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his
daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out,
intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur,
"How shall we do?" And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode
one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of
Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and
languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.The
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old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took
her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her
of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning
it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a
hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When
my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God
(to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Then she turned to
her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that,
when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him
and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is
occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is
with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with
him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth
Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined
themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.So she arose and returned
to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I
let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of
grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by
the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him
grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass
on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place
and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat
down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the
night.When the king heard this from the youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..There was
once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer,
O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of]
his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king
bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine
offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.55. The
Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..So saying, he fell
upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk
heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the
Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in
upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This
is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant
answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..When El Abbas heard her verses,
they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that
had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was
Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness
and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said
to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of
Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.The vizier
obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and
carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was
thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have
never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this
were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess
Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she
fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister,
I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps,
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(198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings
of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So
Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..When
the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden,
and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and
they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them
and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was
engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which
befell me aforetime. Know that.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath
graven upon the forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed,
this my caretaking and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed
unto me hath betided me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised
be He for that the kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this
matter was on such a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he
took the crown of the kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to
his care and enjoined him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..When the banquet
was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so haply we
may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is magnified in our
eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose and sat down (84)
and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye." Then he
recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had thee with
me and in my neighbourhood.".[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And
he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come
forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore
prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward,
(74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed
upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..Let destiny with loosened rein its
course appointed fare, iii. 211.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for
my sight!.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do
to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her
on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is
my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her
commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her
a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand,
appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of
the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady
mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she
had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to
him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged
her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when
he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing
whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel
brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its
waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and
gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered
him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his
Son. dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to
his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile.
Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved
inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:
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