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79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and
thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and
indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take
refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone
and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and
acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and
fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not
such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;
whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken
cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,
and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in
beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On
this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from
him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety,
and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and
further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged.
Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her
occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and
he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for
his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O
stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to
the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye,
O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the
contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one,
her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it
to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the
lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".? ? ?
? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan
dccclxxxv.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art
indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from
thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never again foregather with
any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off
morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and
potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of
grace denied..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy
like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to
me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on whom pretence
imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this
cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and
tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the
first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Then the rest of the women
of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a
cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness
and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were
on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was
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confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw
him not, and laughed..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.There was
once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two
children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest
fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the
Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed,
their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and
assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels
and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted
in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..When
they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when
she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the
Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.When the tither heard the old man's speech,
he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me
not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed
him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me
till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old
man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if
he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping
the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii.
114..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I
have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed
and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his
breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of
the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode
on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she
departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his
excuse to her for the young merchant..Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not
going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and
pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk
into that pit and they had died..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest
of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most
High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?'
Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost];
knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.Then he turned back, pondering
upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and
considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O
youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The
youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such
a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him
and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily
from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..Here they
halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey,
and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God
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may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard
that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in
company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy
woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited grievous
punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the woman, I
am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he
rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed
their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE
KING..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint
in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he
should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he
should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said,
'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed
with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..Unto me
the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..When the king heard this, drowsiness
overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad
by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection
of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing
after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His
Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and
true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering
men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and
charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who
are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense].
(172).So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon
him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money.
Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was
before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following
verses:.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that
assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left
and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain
therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets
and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes
and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose
name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the
following verses:.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..When came the time [of the
accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should
be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in
the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the
boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the
boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard
the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? Our
loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all
who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship
and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night
darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night
bewailing his wife and children..Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found
under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he
discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him
nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me]
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with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that
devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and
payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's
collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.When the king heard this,
he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth
he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So
they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou
mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the
roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed
with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk,
how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to
him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and
grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued
the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest
repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying
of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own
house..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding
wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the
daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat
thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face,
for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but
he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of
Irak.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's
Story iv.?OF CLEMENCY.."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi;
and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife
cccclxviii.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was
abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left
him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed
[and the prince returned not], the king caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in
quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth
day, the king bade number the troops, and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they
reared the standards and the drums beat to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with
all diligence, till he came within half a day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they
pitched the tents there, till the country was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and
jewels..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy
heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save
that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For
God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in
my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in
words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the
Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about
the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and
troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh
and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.'
Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with
her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled
like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he
cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy
beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face
and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat
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the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of
death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and
pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S
WIFE..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel,
indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper
dccccxl.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets
and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured
brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of
narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an
eye..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of
ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these
pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered
clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he
asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but
that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole
my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was
confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will
never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife
and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more
extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I
left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..ABDALLAH BEN NAFI AND THE KING'S SON OF CASHGHAR.
(157).Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and
when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord
the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them,
'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be
present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..? ? ? ? ?
The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..When the prince saw her in this plight,
he was as a sleeper awakened and said to her, "What hath befallen thee? Set out to me thy case." "God on thee," answered she, "nevermore send me
to Mariyeh, and do thou protect me, so may God protect thee from the fires of hell!" Then she related to him that which had bedded her with
Mariyeh; which when he heard, there took him the shamefastness of the generous and this was grievous unto him. The love of Mariyeh fled forth of
his heart and he said to the nurse, "How much hadst thou of Mariyeh every month?" "Ten dinars," answered she, and he said, "Be not concerned."
Then he put his hand to his poke and bringing out two hundred dinars, gave them to her and said, "Take this for a whole year's wage and turn not
again to serve any one. When the year is out, I will give thee two years' wage, for that thou hast wearied thyself with us and on account of the
cutting off of thy dependence upon Mariyeh.".? ? ? ? ? Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and
ordinance no less..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth,
thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath
rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and
indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand?
By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe
thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter
of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and
commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three
parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95)
Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the
new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in
the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..He [seated himself on the divan and]
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leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms,
whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I
have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the
kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and
manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to
him..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was
sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the
Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose
and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save
Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her,
'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the
sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my
saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..Then they spread him a
prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of
twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth!
This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander
of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about
him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch
went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of
judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim
and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing
bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and
men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..Man who was lavish
of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the
truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it]
other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er
Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me
and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was
finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back
to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking
myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? Whenas
he runs, his feet still show like wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).? ? ? ? ? All through the
day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed
fare, iii. 211.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and
laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the
place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59)
thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the
old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose
forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment
and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier
make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the
footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day
passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in
number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty
cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his
Fair Wife dccccxviii.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing
a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them
said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and
entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and
poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the
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[poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady
Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful
hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my
lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in
quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will
bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and
that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart
and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place,
rejoicing..62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and
waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade
fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no
news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite
off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time
and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance
over his city. (43).8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.60. Haroun Er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath dcxlviii.But for the spying of the
eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen, i. 50..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his
foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..So the friend turned to the sharper and
said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder
is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is
with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were
with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was
confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand
dinars..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached
the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at
him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him
to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the
Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command
them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with,
"Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them,
"Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and
clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then
he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself
and slept.
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