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Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an

elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So

Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her,

'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of

the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the

Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but

we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee

and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after

thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.'

'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and

cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so

thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a

song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.'

So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? To whom

save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a

day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station,

endowed with understanding and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel,

conformable to him in his governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him

faults and set snares for him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in

his heart; and plot followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his

estate. (77).? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..Meanwhile the messenger had

reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good

tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed

them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh

and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave

her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the

troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As

they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn

sword in her hand..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after

them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come

let us fare to our loved ones away..My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..With this the Cadi's wrath

redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the

prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying,

"By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up,

searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened

fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we

were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?"

And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage

and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ?

? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said,

'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King

Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the

mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God

accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the

dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said

to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys

him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,

saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and
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knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the

truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and

concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake

himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his

intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may

be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.?THE TWELFTH

OFFICER'S STORY..Then they drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou

dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the

lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall

remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and

laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and

intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a

mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain

and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the

time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and

leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest

me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.When

her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for

that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say

to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I

will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee;

for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case,

let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's

Story dccccxxxviii.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a

stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the

bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred.

Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and

putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor

was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner

colours..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of

care and woe..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in

sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest

of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour

and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she

is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our

heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension,

generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the

manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of

expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and

other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet

betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his

crew]..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211)

'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him

[and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed

the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's

son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of

a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with

cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him

wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my
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cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the

fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and banished repose..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on

the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him

and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with

the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that

his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the

contract of marriage with her..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the

lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned

man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the

utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the

woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.'

Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man

and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes

entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to

pay the two dirhems..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death dxxxi.Now the king, who had plundered Abou

Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital]

city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He

knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but

Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he

bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his

country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving

protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Then the queen entered the palace

and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom,

touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by

the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the

adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang

the following verses:.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of

mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed

upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!'

Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but

where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And

my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the

saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue

save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the

Children of Israel cccclxiii.I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep;

So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling

down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning

thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will

thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm

shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the

city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of

thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of

Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened

my mind and mine eye? (108).The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they

came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour

and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode

with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and

falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas

he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they

returned and informed the king that they had not found him..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised]
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story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused

My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.When King Shah Bekht heard

his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..THE

KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to

thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year

agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so

haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But

we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord

and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they

replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body

for desire in mortal peril went!.Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the

affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them,

'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou

Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to

Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered,

'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind

the clouds to hide..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price

aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but

be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in

with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to

the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl],

said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have

entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and said, "By Allah, O my

brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it please God, I will not

sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For that I will never

again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread and sitting

down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when Aboulhusn brought

bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..?

? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all

these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then

she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all

that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so

haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked

and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave

alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..He returned them the most

gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to

the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with

the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of

herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes,

notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man

and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.Then she came down from the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my

eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?' Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.'

'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the

lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and

beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet, what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but

meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place] and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she

said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but of conjecture.'.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say. How bitter from

the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him

with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped

himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take
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leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them

away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him

in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king

and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of

her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an

exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear

forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of

our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours,

my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him

without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons.

Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a

venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful

aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made

off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of

his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret

for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the

trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their

flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent

procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and

bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and

silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..So the old man put his head forth of the window and

called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel,

he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they

embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled

forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How

should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and

they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is

to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go

forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if

otherwise, do thou flee.".Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started

out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running,

and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I,"

rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the

Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Her verses pleased the

kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the

Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet,

son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this

and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth

none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in

the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere

the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed

his night bewailing his wife and children..They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our

lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance.

Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this

but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again

into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the

Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught,

by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers

dcccclixviii.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure

estrangement and despair..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh
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it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth

verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master;

wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her

highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing."

So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her,

"Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and

entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him,

'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned

me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the

utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no

goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love

and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that

which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with

pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the

richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they

reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of

King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for

the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a

thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and

townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer

pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him

over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I

will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I

loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and

sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and

arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad

in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I

cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept

this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he

answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High

shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto

me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.When he had made an end of his verses,

he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess

broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never

knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy

dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and

paper and wrote the following verses:.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not;

and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,

how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it

before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present

on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the

point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a

shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I

counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy

house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the

Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me

therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of

contentment regale..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the

young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with

us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184)
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"Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with

viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest

place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should

eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and

she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her

and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224.
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