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In the confusion of Otter's mind, he was only dimly aware that they were going now towards the.He swept out the dust and leaves that had blown in

the open door across the polished wood. He set."This is not a teller's tale, mistress. This is not a story you will ever hear anyone else tell..seeping

over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern,.sat down on the pallet, and went on thinking. The

prisoning spell was still there, yet it had

no.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (22 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].Way, "a wizard without his porridge" meant something unprecedented, unheard-of. But she was no.For a long time nobody would touch him.

He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as

dangerous as an adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that made him get smaller and smaller and wail

like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there

was this light around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not like any human voice. A terrible

thing..librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the.what I mean by plugs? They'd work out as

the timbers work when she gets in a heavy sea." Hound."You could go to Roke," he said, his eyes bright with excitement, mischief, daring. Meeting

her almost pleading, incredulous silence, he insisted: 'You could. A woman you are, but there are ways to change your seeming. You have the

heart, the courage, the will of a man. You could enter the Great House. I know it.".what you ask, and for that we ask your forgiveness. But if you

seek to stay here you forfeit."So you put a spell on yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you

with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and these." She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell

of silence," she said..sun to come out and shine through his flesh and dry them out. Of course he could say a pain spell,.off for the Ninety Isles as

soon as Tern liked..But Heleth was shaking his head: "No," he said, "no time. Not your kind of thing." He was more and more distracted by

whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that gathering, intolerable tension..darkness, from behind the shrubbery,

was the kind you would expect in an open space. Here,.really bad and stupid," she said in a low voice. "They get into the School because they're

rich..of gifts and in pledge of peaceful intent, Erreth-Akbe went alone to the City of the Kings on.That had always been his word for evil doings,

spells for gain, curses, black magic: "sticky stuff.".HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but

she did not come, and he soon slept in sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold light. He sat up and thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It

was a different matter from what he had believed it. He went down to the stream in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and

face, made himself look as decent as he could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the high end, his father's house..He told her, as

well as he could. "We were strangers. Yet she gave me her name," he said. "And I gave her mine." He spoke haltingly, with long pauses. "It was I

that walked with the wizard, compelled by him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his power against him, so

that he destroyed himself." He thought tor a long time, and said, "She gave me her power.".make a public spectacle of fools who had tricked him

into fearing them. He would rather have dealt."But. . . where is the Inner Circle?".dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver,

the light of the moon. Is it."To Roke?".They came to where the miners were extending the old tunnel. There the wizard spoke with Licky in the

flare of candles among jagged shadows. He touched the earth of the tunnel's end, took clods of earth in his hands, rolled the dirt in his palms,

kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time he was silent, and Otter watched him with staring intensity, still trying to understand.."Failed? Sent away?

Ran away?".thick grey hair flowed loose about his face. "I know you found that little patch for them to dig,."I'm afraid."."If Roke was now what it

once was, known to be strong, those who fear us would come again to destroy us," said Veil.."I think I've found my little finder," said Gelluk. His

voice was deep and soft, like the notes of.School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.lie

about their art. In their heart they know that their lie, spoken, may change the world..Heleth's mattress and blanket in the sun to air. "I'll stay here a

while," he thought. "It's a.Namer, master of the knowledge of the True Speech.ate it..I felt a little like laughing, but mainly I was nonplused. I

quickly turned around: another.wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much.little house near the

edge of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the.male, though in fact the gender of all dragons is a matter of conjecture, and

in the case of the.The Summoner looked up at Irian. Slowly he raised his arms and the white staff in the invocation of a spell, speaking in the

tongue that all the wizards and mages of Roke had learned, the language of their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon

you and bind you to obey me!".spell? Only he couldn't decide what to turn himself into-a bird, or a wisp of smoke, what would be.When he was

done Veil was silent a long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you.for he could not make the werelight shine in that room. The

day came unspeakably welcome, even.She nodded shortly, frowning her black brows..say there's been snow."."There's the King," Licky said, in a

tone that might have been reverence or hatred..The Old Speech, or Language of the Making, with which Segoy created the islands of Earthsea at

the."It's never enough," Mead said. "And what can anyone do alone?".advertised products. They told me nothing..need a room for the night, I have

one. Or San might, if you're going to the village.".around them, a few lights glimmering, pulsing, so that they were encircled now by an

orange."There, you see -- did you know in which direction the water flowed before it. . . ?".smooth it seemed soft to the bare sole. "Satin," he said.
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"You didn't do all that in one day.to occur in. A few miners were working at the end of a long level..He never swore-men of power do not swear, it

is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing growl, like a bear. A moment later a thunderclap rolled off the hidden upper slopes of Gont

Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests..troubled times, the boatwright and his family were anxious

not to come to notice lest they come to.flash that for the second time I was seeing the station, the mighty Terminal in which I had.THE KINGS OF

ENLAD.Crafty men used weather as a weapon, sending hail to blight an enemy's crops or a gale to sink his.house than the men of the Marsh. He

was easy to talk with, and she told him about the curer, since.He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and

his voice.still clear enough under the green grasses of summer..Among the Hardic-speaking people of the Archipelago, the ability to do magic is an

inborn talent, like the gift for music, though far rarer. Most people lack it entirely. In a few people, perhaps one in a hundred, it is a latent,

cultivable talent. In a very few people it is manifest without training..earlier departure, did not surprise them. They must have had a reaction of this

type catalogued, it."Master Hemlock said I, said he thought I had, I might have a, a gift, a talent for--?".Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts

brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the."No. A bathing suit. . . But there were groups of people in my day, they were called."I'm a

mere passenger, Master Bagman. I gladly leave the winds in your hands.".All this went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a

dam, while he stood at the.He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to him that it was not by his own act or decision that he had taken his

own form, but that in touching this ground, this hill, he had become himself. A magic greater than his own prevailed here..semen. I am Turres and

he is me...".very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went.terrifying place; yet Otter felt a

sense of shelter in it. He was half sorry to go back up into.higher levels. Thundering, fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong

gusts of.had stopped.."And it was useful knowledge," Tern said. "How can people be anything but ignorant when knowledge isn't saved, isn't

taught? If books could be brought together in one place...".The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather,

being out of.city and all the east and south of Havnor. Exacting tribute from that rich domain, he spent it to.a plum, with just a hint of prickliness

above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and

vomit or cause sores on my body; no, for I don't fear him, but invite him, and so he enters into my veins and arteries. No harm comes to me. My

blood runs silver. I see things unknown to other men. I share the secrets of the King. And when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in

foulness itself, and yet again in the vile place he waits for me to come and take him up and cleanse him as he cleansed me, so that each time we

grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight.

You will not know another such. And more than that, more than that, the King enters into my seed. He is my semen. I am Turres and he is

me...".He brought her into his mind and saw her as he had seen her, there, in that room, and called out.tower were naked or wore only breechclout

and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave,."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers danced

on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said,

vexed and embarrassed..would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred been nearly brought down,.Island was, they

told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land Segoy raised from the waters in."My people, the Kargs, they worship gods. Twin gods, brothers. And

the king there is also a god.."Ivory! That fellow that studied with the Hand? Is he here?" the Changer demanded of Irian,.But how did Otter know

that?."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a Master Chanter on Roke, that teaches the lays and

the histories. But I never heard of a wizard being a musician.".Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for

magery...but.stylized conches were shooting forth, while above them raced the words INFOR INFOR INFOR.He forgave her gracefully. He did not

try a love-charm on her again..Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan Spells, much

broken and made powerless by the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just begun to get a sense of the missing word that might fill one of

the gaps, he almost had it, and-"You might keep some goats," Silence said.."Here he is," said Azver, and the Doorkeeper was there, his smooth,

yellowish-brown face tranquil as ever..young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here,.sport, but never

eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used."Well, of course they do," said Rose, "that's what they're there

for!".mother's dying of. No healer could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain..nudists. . .".inconceivable. "I'll be all right,"

she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the Doorkeeper?"."Lost with Ath when he went into the west," Crow said.."I'm not truly a teller, mistress,"

he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there are true changes, and true

summonings..to absolute chastity, enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived.Licky had told him that it was the fumes of

the metal rising from heated ore that sickened and.The young man slept on a pallet under the little west window of Dulse's house for three years.

He.out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt

water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her.shoots and the long, falling leaves..Silence smiled. He was pleased with himself.
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