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Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they
brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast
Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come
and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he
assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..Officer's
Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el
Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el
Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;]
whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to
her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy
boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a
wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and
acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head,
weeping..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but
none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..? ? ? ? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with
whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth
circulate..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by
name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and
indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his
prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit
his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months
and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match
for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline
nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed,
it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go
away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered, 'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou
wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of
the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of [this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint
thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou
that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.Then he turned to the
woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to this?" Quoth she,
"Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and she replied, "I am
of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to speak of them; but,
as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost of
munificence..When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan
withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and
straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed
exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch
Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of
it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their
heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a
second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his
city. (43).So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's
hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old
woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184)
saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the
girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads
thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in
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such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he
acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart
cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband,
and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her."
Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen
hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will
sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other;
whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come
hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have
that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]"
Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she;
but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".When
Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover, he forbade him from
returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and he gave him his
spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story of the two
sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with
heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the branches bend, what while the stars
abide..When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story.
So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone
among bygone peoples), that.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all
who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was
wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets
beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the
prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy
treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is
at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for
thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..When Er Reshid
heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he
presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when
she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto
that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.O'erbold art thou in that to me, a
stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come thither; after which
he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a nurse who belonged to
us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that he might be a servant to
the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and the youth with them, what
while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head liveth, O king, the folk with
him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high
And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand
Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the
tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my
Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the
particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are
distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics
and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? e.
The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father had done and said, 'This is a sorry
treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode two days without tasting food, at
the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price and left it on the shelf [and went
out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw this, he buffeted his face and
went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other said to him, 'Art thou not
ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath mounted on the shelf," and
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talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and
excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship
with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his
secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and
told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend
to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's
servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in
whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest
my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their
fulfilment is due..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Then the Khalif
summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.Son, Story of
King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until
the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had
in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following
verses:.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his
own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with
slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is
what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw
was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay,
but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my
son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil
and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".?STORY OF THE RICH MAN WHO GAVE HIS
FAIR DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE TO THE POOR OLD MAN..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.The eunuch fell
a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death,
but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy
death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me
and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and
the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan
feebly..Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and
sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of
his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is
void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the
Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not
assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never
see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on
thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in
dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer." (27).Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and
praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and
made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case
and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek
leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he
sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel
and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else whereat to jeer?".138.
Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year,
after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this
a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his
deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor,"
added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ?
? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..There was
once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a
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certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to
him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we
may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth
against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it
revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not
[to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth
evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Old
Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless
of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the
punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death;
so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed
against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and
repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him
therein..Now the merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and
[when she heard his verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one,
who acquaintest not physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath
afflicted thee and stricken thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret;
for that indeed I have heard from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to
secrecy, whereof she consented unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer
thereto?" He bowed his head for shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave
her the letter and she took it and carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".When it was the Nine
hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning
to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen
me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their
craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way],
neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other
than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to
redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".Then he arose and going in to his daughter,
found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and
my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that
Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is
accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How
deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered,
saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from
me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union between you,
though I lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to
Mariyeh and said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence." So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when
she had made an end of it, she turned to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities
and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest,
O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but I have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall I accept of
this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to my father, and indeed he hath taken
up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, I conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and cut off his
hope of me.".Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of
passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.Now in that town was a man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of
condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore.
He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and
there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his
affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..?
? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? A
white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill
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of sand, iii. 190..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the
merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they
directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he
went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he
was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he
betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man
grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make
thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the
merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did
it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which
they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my
servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking
pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and
ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father
brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of
herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of
the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him
confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him
concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her.
So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to
whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.? ? ? ?
? The world is upon me all desolate grown. Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going
round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she
brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite
abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from
him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from
him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God
requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was
a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love
with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom
the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his
assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came
to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he invested
Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence, and the
stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed with Er
Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen years,
(158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ concerning
the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh,
daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it may be
lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er Reshid's
sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine, Jaafer would
rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by one of her
confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification! The affair
abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the child to Er
Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the boy and
found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).Awhile after this a friend of mine invited me to his house
and when I came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?'
'Nay,' answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,'] answered he. 'Know that one day I espied a fair woman; so I followed
her and invited her [to come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such
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a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so I arose and went with him, till we came to a
handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and I entered, whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but I
feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying,
"By Allah, an thou open not to me, I will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest thou of cozenage?"
And I said, "Verily, I am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for I see none appear." "O my lord,"
answered he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in
attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the
beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and
bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire
concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a
thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what
while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit
of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine
intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We
can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my
session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail,
no one there is will succour me,.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found
under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he
discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him
nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me]
with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that
devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and
payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's
collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Then she changed the
measure and improvised the following:.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop
[and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a
Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had
sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a
great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to
look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's
space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I
have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware
lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many
a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.60. Uns el Wujoud
and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and
made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and
sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army
returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this
vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of
learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,
then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment
and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came
out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in
God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who
had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had
befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest
thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He
[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and
repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their
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intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and
gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the
shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but
[trusting] in His aid.'.Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in
her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had
taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the
light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the
jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.'.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own
country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the
manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made
friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves
to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his
Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat
down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various
kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh
came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while
the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl
told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,'
answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell
backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and
none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat
talking..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Now the lodging in question adjoined the
king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest
of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found
that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and
stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the
stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he
bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star
of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The
Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.73.
Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks,
(131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of
this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his
brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When
Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his
head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not
to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? When
love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.'This is idle talk,' answered the
cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee
the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But
the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and
weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier
dcxcvii.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he
found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored
them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and
elevation.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..As for the
merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert
and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his
victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered
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and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made
ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled
musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood
abroach therein..?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..Abou Temam, Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then he left beating him and when the thief
came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how
wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered
the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker
and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,'
rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her
and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in
the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married,
thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A
hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have
capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.'
Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than
this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy
way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ?
i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad,
of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole
pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of
the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out
and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of
the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like
wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king
not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape
[thee].".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a
goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting
its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going
down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and
fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great,
wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:
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