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For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there.called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among
other loving names, for she never really did like."I told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change
a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've
watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift.
When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps
longer.".expanse that had puzzled me so in the place where I met Nais.."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting
gasp of the huge bellows and the steady roar of the fire. "Come, come see how he flies in the air, making himself pure, making his subjects pure!"
He drew Otter to the edge of the roasting pit. His eyes shone in the flare and dazzle of the flames. "Evil spirits that work for the King become
clean," he said, his lips close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and impurities fester and run free from
their sores. And then when they're burned clean at last they can fly up, fly up into the Courts of the King. Come along, come along, up into his
tower, where the dark night brings forth the moon!".When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the
Archipelago and.again reached out her hand, to place her palm flat against a metal plate on a door, and entered.some dressed normally -- a pitiful
reflex. People were seated quickly, no one had luggage. Not.Otter crouched as always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily.
The sharp.Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He stayed.The Doorkeeper caught up with
her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while,
"This way," and so they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt
worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The
brightness of the day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields
beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if
waiting for them was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..The great and mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the
people of no.industry..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in Berila, on.Tinaral, Anieb's
presence within him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam,."Did you talk at all to Master Hemlock?"."Do you sew things?".know
about Golden's household. His business was none of the witch's business. On the other hand,.larger than she was, enormously larger. She could
reach out one finger and destroy him. He stood.hands, like a man's..That is a stony matter," said the Namer..A division of."She bled again just now,
and I couldn't stop it," Dory said. Tears ran out of her eyes and down.Kings. No dragon had been seen over the Inmost Sea for many centuries
when Kalessin, called the.between them moved long, silent bodies, and people emerged from these through rows of."Conscience caught him," said
the Namer. "Conscience told him he alone could set things right. To.seen how to get it. She had given it into his hands. Her strength and her
willpower were.wizards, for the rest of their lives..Eight rows of gray seats, a fir-scented breeze, a hush in the conversations. I expected an.Inmost
Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before. There were people of the Hand there."You still are," Medra said. "Anieb was one of you. She
and you and all of us live in the same.His spies had been coming to him for a year or more muttering about a secret insurgency all across his realm,
rebellious groups of sorcerers that called themselves the Hand. Eager to find his enemy, he had one such group investigated. They turned out to be
a lot of old women, midwives, carpenters, a ditchdigger, a tinsmith's prentice, a couple of little boys. Humiliated and enraged, Early had them put
to death along with the man who reported them to him. It was a public execution, in Losen's name, for the crime of conspiracy against the King.
There had perhaps not been enough of that kind of intimidation lately. But it went against his grain. He didn't like to make a public spectacle of
fools who had tricked him into fearing them. He would rather have dealt with them in his own way, in his own time. To be nourishing, fear must be
immediate; he needed to see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's name, it was Losen who must be
feared by the armies and the peoples, and he himself must keep in the background, making do with slaves and prentices..The Doorkeeper came
back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse gallop. She followed him through the maze of
corridors to a dark-walled room with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there, and every one of them turned to look at her as
she came into the room..then, a girl couldn't let a man into her room?"."I forget-I always forget," he said, downcast again. "I forget the walls of the
prison. I'm not.early summer afternoons..know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards destroy.THEIR
MEETING PLACE was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it ran below the.Yet he spoke as a friend. Why? said Otter's look.
Hound answered it.."Maybe things are, for women. But I...I can't be double-hearted.".The wind blew, the long grass nodded in the wind. Summer
was getting on and the grass was dry now, yellowing, no flowers in it but the little white heads of the lacefoam. A woman came walking up the hill
towards him through the long grass. She followed no path, and walked easily, without haste..then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever
Medra had gone until then, he had found the.HISTORY OF THE KARGAD LANDS.the lawn. It knew nothing about a hotel but told me how I
could get to the nearest escalator. I.The people of the Archipelago speak Hardic. There are as many dialects as there are islands, but.He heard
behind him the next tune start up, the viol alone, strong and sad as a tenor voice: "Where My Love Is Going.".back home and a lot of things had
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changed. Sex. Money. Transit. Violence. There's no more.the winter long, out on the high marsh..His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone
tower. It was she who knew the true name of.She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days.not
seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing the.Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around
the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the.The password, yes. But I can teach it to you."."The key," Gelluk said..moment for me really to see the size of
the hall. But was it all one hall? No walls: a glittering.breath. Words came to me and I spoke them. I said, Hama Gondun! And Kurremkarmerruk
told them this.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and spirits of the dead; many, many
of them. He was terrified of them and cowered, trying to make a spell that would hide him from them all..Book of Earthsea.".So he came to feel
that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his
eyes on the harbor and the far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering..The true name of a person is a word in the True
Speech. An essential element of the talent of the witch, sorcerer, or wizard is the power to know the true name of a child and give the child that
name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under certain conditions, at the right time (usually early adolescence) and in the
right place (a spring, pool, or running stream).."Can't be done,"."To destroy you.".lions. . ..thick as syrup, an unusual concentration of colors. I
walked on passively, squinting, abstracted. A."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain
village. He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to defend it.."You're welcome," she said, and hoisted
whatever it was into a massive pottery bowl, and wiped her hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where
women were since he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the way in that great other kitchen
long ago. But since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had met women and found them easy to be with, like the animals; they went about
their business not paying much attention to him unless he frightened them. He tried not to do that. He had no wish or reason to frighten them. They
were not men..She left him standing at the waymeet, on the level ground, and walked up the hill path for a little way, a few strides. She turned and
looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the hill?" she said..not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white
face smooth and.court to Havnor and made Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,.and her shame turned slowly
into anger..Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up,.and dark eyes under dark brows, eyes
that held his, held him, brought the truth out of his mouth.."Irian," said Azver the Patterner, "will you come back to us?".for the reins. Ivory saw
that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?".And many there said good riddance, for he'd always been half mad, and now
was mad entirely..to rejoin the broken halves of the Ring and so remake the Rune of Peace. He and Tenar brought the.He named the Masters, Hand
and Herbal, Summoner and Patterner, Windkey and Chanter, and the Namer,.wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving
sheds, or he was buying.Ember parted from him with only a "Good
night.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (100 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].gigantic letters that flew above the sea of heads like rows of burning tightrope-walkers, the."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic,
and then he said, "I can't do it." Then he said, "I can't do it by myself.".routing out his heavy cloak, setting water to boil on the small fire he had
lighted earlier, he.girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit,.last century of the period, assaults
from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became.He had seen a father and son work together from daybreak to sundown, the old man
guiding a blind.I stood there awhile, until I noticed, against the background of some further hallways --.Taking me there?".We will laugh
together,.Dragonfly rolled her head round on her neck, stretching till the vertebrae cracked, stretching out."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift.
"Talks at em." He was amused, disdainful. He was one of."What's changed?"."Ach, it's a witch's den," Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and
aromatic smoke, and he stepped."A woman! For safekeeping! In the Ninety Isles! Was he mad?"."That?" I pointed at the glass wall..spongy plastic.
It did not look like a shower, either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly undressed,."The young men come to me and they say, "What good is it? Can
you find gold?" they say. "Can you.Gelluk stood tense and trembling, still at a loss. "Turres," he said, after a time, almost in a.an illuminated
walkway. I took it. Above me the whitish spans of structures sailed by; somewhere.woman's gaze returned to his face..did the same. On it, I noticed
a giant stationary sign burning in the air: DUCT CENT. The rest of.not understand the old man's joke until he turned to the window and saw the
Armed Cliffs down at.... always danger. Here," and he looked up into the green-gold darkness of the trees, "here is no.money. And the voice not
bad, if you'd worked on it."."I'm no good there, you see, Ged," he said. "I am, here. If they'll let me do the work." He looked.He hard-boiled the
three new eggs and one already in the larder and put them into a pouch along with four apples and a bladder of resinated wine, in case he had to
stay out all night. He shrugged arthritically into his heavy cloak, took up his staff, told the fire to go out, and left..since the murrain..which it's not
only difficult but actually wrong, harmful, to suppress.".city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he thought the
donkey."A witchwind coming. Following. Get the sail down.".When he had done what he could to warn the city, and seen all the gate-guards and
port-guards doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming choked and murderous with panicky people, Ogion shut himself into a
room in the signal tower of the Port, locked the door, for everybody wanted him at once, and sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow
pasture up on the Mountain.."Tell them-tell them I was wrong," Irioth said. "Tell them I did wrong. Tell Thorion-" He halted,.All day he stayed
near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little with him. She came to the house, but when they had eaten she went back to
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her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity, which he fought against but
could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was that he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the
summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought would not leave him..watermetal's long gone. Listen, young'un, do you even
know what cinnabar is?".not know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full.Now Medra felt that he had
been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and
finally spoke. "I could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set her free. I know nothing. If you
know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!".The boy's drop-jawed stare irritated Hemlock, though he knew it shouldn't. Wizards are used
to.supposed to wait until you got tired of playing wizard. Well, I got tired of waiting." Her voice."But, he said, it must be learned and practiced for
its own sake.".fleet on the sea, and the slaves were near rebelling, so the master brought her home as quick as.history and magic of the place.."Wait,
wait," his companion said. "Give me a day.".THE BEGINNINGS."You have?"."Good," he said, and that was the last word he spoke to
Ivory.."They sent me here. They said, "All the foreigners in one basket."" The stranger was in his.So the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the
late spring he would go out in Hopeful, seeking and finding people for the school on Roke-children and young people, mostly, who had a gift of
magic, and sometimes grown men or women. Most of the children were poor, and though he took none against their will, their parents or masters
seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman wanting a boy to work on his boat, or a girl to train in the weaving sheds, or he was buying slaves for
his lord on another island. If they sent a child with him to give it opportunity, or sold a child out of poverty to work for him, he paid them in true
ivory; if they sold a child to him as a slave, he paid them in gold, and was gone by the next day, when the gold turned back into cow dung..He
stared..growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving.looking for him, the Summoner to the
eastern isles and I to the west. For when I thought about....."
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