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The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and
returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous
or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a
kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of
Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el
Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that
which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Come, then,
companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the
presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning
upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with
her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion]
Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve
my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the
Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he
delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his
boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was
their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round
and the lutes pulsed..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.When she had made
an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and
tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Son, The
Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.Presently,
the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and
entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not
hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated
himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he
bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's
caprices, in his pride..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert
[and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour
and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with
the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith
and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He
will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream;
A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart,
alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and
said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou
keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king
honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but
the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my
case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest
of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last.
So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High,
whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter,
when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came
forth, at another side, upon the open country..When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier
retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].Then
came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the
Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.King
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(The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape and lithe and pleasing to the eye..?
? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most
High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they
betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended,
to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By
what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his
son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..So I arose and putting
in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and gave not over walking till she
brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had
entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they
shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment, after which she returned to me,
without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not over going till we entered a
saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it
was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom
forsaketh me, heigho!.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse him; and they did
this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third day he bade cut off
his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire, after its cutting-off,
before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk on the city-wall three
days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..As
for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's
going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a
purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to
the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning
to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said,
"Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee."
"With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he
saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him
to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not
escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..When his father saw
the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise
and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take
leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and
laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his
travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and
sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape
and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on
him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.Then said he to her,
'By Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas
thou goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii.
111.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who
cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these
two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a
cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching
heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she
saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise
up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Presently, the mother
of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of
mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys
who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons!
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Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And
she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant
heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my
children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and
his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea,
in quest of them, but found them not..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the
burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the
tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit
us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their
nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,
thou, and go away.'.Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so methinks we were best
go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put this ill-omened old
woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like unto my wit? Indeed,
thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady Zubeideh warded him off
from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing from thy leasing.".? ? ? ? ?
Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof
Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after
a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and
said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had
bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid
my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till
we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out
that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in
whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.When they were grown familiar with him, the
queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness,
she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and
that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her
father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the
last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..I am content, for him I love, to all abide,
iii. 25..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? The approof of my
lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..Then he folded the letter and
sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she
said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.When the
youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said
to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to
me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said
the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that
ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to
the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed
him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the
gibbet..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this army and needs must I
conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him
again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost and the enemy followed
after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to
whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's palace aud concealing his
condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his household and entreated him
with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in
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public (57) it were..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall
overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.'
Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup,
to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my
trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which
is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers
and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people,
all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Then they told the
damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion
for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she
was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the
youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly
of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these
[perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the
palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he
was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his
mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house,
summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a
bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye
have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made
answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of
police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It
is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander
of the Faithful, he saluted not neither kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a
goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said
to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and
playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!' So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him,
'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was
not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it
be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in
Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid
and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er
Reshid and Jaafer dlv.Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then
said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered
with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh
Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she
came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him how the
Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen
Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed
upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to
change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,
and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him
the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels
and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that
she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver
Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen
Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,'
answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her
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and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off
and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed
she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which
his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her
in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know
that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God
who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to
boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And
thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me."
(32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn
took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all
that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the
wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that
which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.WP="BR1">.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee.
Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O
perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred
thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that
wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the
festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling
it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones all are ta'en from me away..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..Lewdness, The Pious Woman
accused of, ii. 5..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I
saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt
seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may
wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the
lavatory and washed..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint
With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and
the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of
the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and
how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Merchant and
his Sons, The, i. 81..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put
away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no
knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why
takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw
therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between
the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.The merchant went out
and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he
acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she
said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one
of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their
butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Therewithal he ordered her a handsome
house and bade furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was
done during the rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from
the Muezzin's lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told
month, what while she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the
entering the bath after copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed
time accomplished ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked
on him..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his
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dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed
on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant
case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my
thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.?STORY OF
THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes
amain..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it,
I ween..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..Selim followed him till
he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and
taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his
jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook,
'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left]
behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take
my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking
of my life.'.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said,
"Know, O august king, that.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the
Sailor ccxliv.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of
easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he
descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse
standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her.
So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was
affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof
were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? How long did
the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? j. The
Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.There was
once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so
that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238)
in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren
in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239)
and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings,
so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress
the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and
married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and
indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er
Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and
Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with
the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was
Nuzhet el Fuad..So King Suleiman Shah made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and
Cassar went in to her and found her overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an
exceeding love and preferred her over all his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son
and she could say nought. As for Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks,
this was grievous to him and he despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and
named him Melik Shah, after the name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his
heir apparent, and after some days, [the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his
cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an
advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all
who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession
of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his
subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the
latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's]
attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and
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the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on
their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.So she did this
and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom,
fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable,
that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her
father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the
children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the
king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul
consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who
slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not
unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have
cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said,
'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee
and her also!'.108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished
sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.25. Maan
ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When
they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the
mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he
came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he
returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and
died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls,
like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls
belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,
misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked
him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it
was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my
pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and
fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he
alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a
corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest,
and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed
him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the
worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of
her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF
HIS DEATH..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So
the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and
chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to
kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her
and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,
wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she
only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? x. The Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.When the princess heard this her slave-girl's
report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat
that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His
commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem
not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury
us both in one grave.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water
and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he
returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to
him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found
the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he
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accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O
king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my
sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.Then she took
leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking
her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now
it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the
young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through
him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh.
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