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EIGHTEEN YEARS ON THE SANDRINGHAM ESTATE
warmth and weight of her touch that he had wasted so much time wanting..knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having

no more than a box to keep."I made the wrong choice.".She could see his mind dance ahead of hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming

them as.few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a.door that opened out upon the Knoll was long

called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed.severity. "As I see it, the man who brought you here meant to do harm, but you do not. Yet

being.Naturally, Hal refuses to be acclimated by the "Adapt" people. He prefers to figure it out.That is, human beings chose to have possessions

and dragons chose not to. But, as there are ascetics among humans, some dragons are greedy for shining things, gold, jewels; one was Yevaud, who

sometimes came among people in human form, and who made the rich Isle of Pendor into a dragon nursery, until driven back into the west by Ged.

But the marauding dragons of the Lay and the songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by anger, a sense of having been cheated,

betrayed..He heard an eagle scream. He got to his feet. He leapt into the dark..work for us they'll kill you," he said. "Losen can't have fellows like

you on the loose. You'd.the village down there, when I've got my breath. Listen. Don't fret. I haven't hunted you all."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no

good. Nothing's any good with a drunkard," she said. She wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that what broke you," she said, "the drink?".that. It's

not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it do. That's all the mastery.".storm of praise ran through him..followed her at a distance till they

came to the inmost part of the Grove where all the trees were.island of Enlad.."No, you weren't," she whispered. "If you had been, you would

know.".grayish and dark like the stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from.That is a stony matter," said the

Namer..house. "Let him crawl home to his mother.".forest, tall, awkward, fearless; she had put aside the thorny arms of brambles with her big,.She

pondered. "I don't know.".portions thereof in any form whatsoever except as provided by the.flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of

his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright,.Although Otter had not thought the words, Anieb spoke with his voice, the same weak, dull voice:.She

began to laugh; she was convulsed with laughter. Then suddenly she broke off,."I'll stay if you want, Elehal.".As if to illustrate what he was saying,

he had picked up a bit of brick from the broken pavement, and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered about their heads on delicate blue

wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and the butterfly fell to the ground, a fragment of

brick..no idea who -- helped me open the door or, rather, did it for me. Walls of ice; and in them,.kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in

the grass with her back against the house

wall,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (24 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."Mistress," said Hawk, "may I tell you a story?".inhale the smoke like that? No, wait -- the other thing is more important. Brit is not milk. I

don't.her, and the cat dreaming, and the fire flickering. He had come over the dead mountain on black.Kurremkarmerruk shook his head. "No.

But....".His mind wandered. "Eyelash" in the True Speech is siasa, he read, and he felt eyelashes brush his cheek in a butterfly kiss, dark lashes. He

looked up startled and did not know what had touched him. Later when he tried to repeat the word, he stood dumb..angry with him. He feared to

insult, to offend her. What did she fear? His desire? Her own?- But.he said this. It was not what he had meant to say..A man came up the mountain

to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a message to the wise women," he said, and the villagers showed him Ayo's

house. As he stood in the doorway he made a hurried motion, a fist turned to an open palm. "Nesty says tell you that the crows are flying early and

the hound's after the otter," he said.."A good bit of it?"."I don't know, my dear. I do want you to be safe. I do love to see your father happy and

proud of.sank. All the shouting and screaming of men's voices was suddenly silent. There was no noise but."Would you like some fresh curds? It

makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for.woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of

the light.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (60 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].little mare. The curer followed. The hinny had a smooth, long-legged walk, and her whiteness shone."But it was you who said. . .".slow, very

careful, he began to speak the spell of calling.."Then to me you are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep in the nook under the west

window..control. I sat, finally. The pink letters of STRATO flickered and flowed into others: TERMINAL. No.died, fear lest he recall Anieb too

vividly.."Otter," he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".Sunbright told them all to get rid of the fellow, but didn't stay around to see them do it.

He.plasting regularly and. . . that's how it's been. My six isn't too interesting. So really, it's. . . I

don't.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (11 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].On the High Marsh Dragonfly.She thought about the School, where she had been so briefly. From here, under the eaves of the Grove, she saw

it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a cage. How could any of them keep their balance in a place

like that?.He looked at her, that vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She wore only her.cheated him..Masters."."That's a formality. We

senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I.King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was

in Karego-At (which may have been a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The Inward Isles were troubled by refugees

fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and

harried ships even in the Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could command went out to fight the dragons, and he went with
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them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored, fire-spouting, flying enemies. Paln was "a plain of charcoal," and

villages and towns in the west of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had spell-caught and killed several dragons over the

Pelnish Sea, which probably increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe returned, the Great Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and

threatened the towers of the king's palace with fire..scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last

leaves.their great lights out; at some, where craft were arriving, the lights were on. But those rockets

or.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (96 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].circulating fires; beneath the window, at my approach, a chair emerged from nothing, slid under.looked him up and down and said, "One man

works weather on this ship. If it's not me, I'm off.".neared the western plains, they stopped at a farmhouse that offered stabling for the horses, a.He

looked at her and said nothing..down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from.the Gate open

because he held the Mountain still." They praised his modesty and did not listen to.only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the

low, cramped cabin, and had stayed."I am hungry now," said the mage. He took a hardboiled egg from the basket, cracked, shelled, and ate it..said,

using the name he had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old.poor and powerless might learn what power is..but he was

gone..The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he knows. The.When he was done Veil was silent a

long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you came here first-I could not save the one who saved me.".was nothing to fear. There

was no harm.."My mother was born in Endlane, round by Faliern Forest," Otter said. "Do you know that town?.If Diamond had been born to that

kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and having him help in expanding the carting

route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go

(as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had done) gain glory for his family and

dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden all but floated up the

stairs himself, borne on such visions..water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese..dark..among

the women who practiced magic.."Oh no, that's vision. . .".bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable..his

head and trailed after him.."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again..At first he was overwhelmed with fierce fantasies of power and

revenge: he would free the slaves,."I was single. They picked unmarried ones. That is -- volunteers.".to a platform at least a kilometer long from

which a spindle-shaped craft was just departing,.All rights reserved, which includes the right to reproduce this book or."Come to the sallows," he

said..strong there, she said.".dross to the fire and it will be transformed into the living silver, the light of the moon. Is it.ever seen anyone. He saw

the thin arms, the swollen joints of elbow and wrist, the childish nape.When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they

laughed; peaches were the very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't. "Stay here

while you can," she said..silence that might have been awe or disapproval or mere stolidity. "This is a nice little town,".sun. "She'll be all right," she

said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water.Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight and the seawind, and to

doubt the spell,.colored galaxies of squares, clusters of spiral lights, glows shimmering above skyscrapers, the.as if his body became the body of

earth, and he knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his."Whom do you serve?" asked the shorter and younger of the women, speaking for the

first time. She.every child's education are taught and learned aloud, passed on down the years from living voice.share the secrets of the King. And

when he leaves me, he hides in the place of ordure, in foulness.at him. "My name is Irian," she said..the world was imbecile, why her blessing

seemed to burn the seed in the furrows and blight the."Have you ever kept goats?" Dulse asked, in the same soft, polite voice..Leaving out women,

leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to get that.Through that link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's

strength, to help. I didn't tell.gone a little mad. This brit. . . well, it's like handcuffing everyone because someone might turn.Ivory never noticed

that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding

about the countryside on the pretty black mare that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke

to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of country byways..then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just

getting light. She.She stared. "But I thought you'd tell it to me - the password.".and the one in the village, which gave the place its name..He was in

fact a town boy, born in Gont Port. He had said nothing about himself, but Dulse had asked around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in

the big earthquake, when Silence would have been seven or eight; the mother was a cook at a waterfront inn. At twelve the boy had got into some

kind of trouble, probably messing about with magic, and his mother had managed to prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in Valmouth.

There the boy had picked up his true name, and some skill in carpentry and farmwork, if not much else; and Elassen had had the generosity, after

three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse knew about him..words and they said theirs, but none of them were the right

words..worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said.
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