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116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the

basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the

Most High and hallowed Him for the magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin

and pronouncing the Magnification of Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she

went out and walked in that garden among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil,

till she came to the door of the pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should

come to her pavilion and find her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.Now the king's son

was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon.

So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to

death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of

an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the

loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his

face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?'

So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who

weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden

oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for

thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not

on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of

charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods

of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme

Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..All this while, Selim lay in

shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed

on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much

suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a

jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the

old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he

recovered from his malady..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me

be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my

discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said,

'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled

mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.To return to his

wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of

calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell

in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious

fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in

sickness' hands confined..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone!

Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Next morning, the old woman

said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay

me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took

him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman

rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he

cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all

knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were

about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Speedy Relief of God,

Of the, i. 174..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.'

Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so

much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said

I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they
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gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife

between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by

Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come

back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added

Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it

be betrayed and slain..Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought

and vouchsafed him that night's respite..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe

of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It

may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to

the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou

rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the

kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each

other.".One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house;

so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by

a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out

came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart

and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..There was once a

man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was

came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there.

The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles;

so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad

the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a

desert dread!.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145.."And indeed," continued

Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the

door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither

quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an

elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring

and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits,

and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and

cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me

and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till

he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble

subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all

of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a

slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..(Conclusion).When came the time [of the

accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should

be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in

the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the

boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the

boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard

the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? My

heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.Midmost that

meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway

thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady

Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace

and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing

other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to

describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right

thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with

pearls and jewels..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in
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honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his

cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a

chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that

his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor

was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king

bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy

coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of

this?".Then she arose and returned to her chamber..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the

Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..Now it was the night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to

crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him

whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the

desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him

up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest

of the lioness..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and

setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and

when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near

the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house,

where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's

Story dccccxxxix.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make

proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare [for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen

come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed

when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number,

horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a

valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank of the Tigris..Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a

block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain

city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one

of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he

bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him.

Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land

unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..O thou

that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only

Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.The Lady

Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the

tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them

died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I

died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then

Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid

her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get

the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have

consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone]

knowest the secret things,) that.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is

pined..The Tenth Night of the Month..The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and

said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings,

indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the

page.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on before me and

gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and brought me into the

vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the slave-girls and cause

them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent from me a moment,

after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after her and we gave not

over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and desolate, without
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symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they

washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy

presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for

departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise,

played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell

a-singing and chanted the following verses:.When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164)

said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me

back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he,

"thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress,

whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine

eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price

and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make

proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee."

So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and

bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son,

whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give

himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the

Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay

him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he

joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179)

with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved

ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou

describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while

he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to

go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging

war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy

questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,

"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's

presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we

signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the

realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid

her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and

paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye

soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning

my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's

apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer

lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.

Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most

High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.As they

abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our

rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen

you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except

thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and

Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children;

nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".[So he fared on towards

them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down from their horses and saluting him, gave

him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted each other a long time, whilst neither of

them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas bade the folk mount; so they mounted and

his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the highest worship and glory..10. The Enchanted

Horse ccxlir.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do
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thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee

shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O

King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy

daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and

perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O

king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth

of the folk, I will marry her to him.".? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..Then she turned

and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like

whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am

about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the

earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect

of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.'

Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that

she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her

not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the

Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's

circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.Thy presence

honoureth us and we, i. 13..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen

Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and

darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and

obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE

OLD SHARPER..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not

what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast?

Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she

is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I

forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O

my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not,

they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the

Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me

from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon

of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my

neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade

and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who

rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her,

for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were

drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou

him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this

is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy

deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he

told the youth..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her. Moreover,

he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than himself; and

he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer than the story

of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.22. El Hejjaj and the three

Young Mem ccccxxxiv.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to

carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan

strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together

and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the

robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint

of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the

moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with
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these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father

King Azadbekht.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and

muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and

despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she,

"Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God

confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er

Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round

about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and

swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother;

(167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause

of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the

importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves,

whose use it was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they

were ten in number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows

within it and the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over

against El Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the

tombs. (44) The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an

exceeding wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from

her womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you

hath a sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our

consciences.'.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no

profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out

on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon

her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to

a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? Were not the

darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the

Ogress xv.It befell one day that the king had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to

thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that

there is not in the world aught dearer to me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in

entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he answered 'With all my heart.'.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my

master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on

thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with

thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,'

answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii.

236..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and

Viziers dcccxciz.When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself

before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier.

"Know, O puissant king, that
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