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"I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill in."No need," said the man like a falcon. "I will." And he

said, "Irioth.".The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was behind the hill, and clouds were coming over in a low, grey

mass..now, if the cure didn't take and the beasts died after all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask.apart with the palm of his hand..students

learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they.And they talked about that, all the wise women of the island:

what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts were needful, which useful,

which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native gift for. In such discussions

they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning, patterning,

naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even now, though the Chanter took the

Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage.."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd

castrate myself with spells so I could be."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised,

swollen, sodden. She wanted to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by

choice.."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master Summoner is not old." And she got a sidelong look from those.for?".students to learn with her the

ways through the forest and the patterns of the leaves; for she was."Are there still marriages?".Come home with me.".At last she moved, and kissed

his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed you. How long can you stay?"."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them

all. She felt that she should thank them for.were old and uncanny. But in the Isles all books were old and all uncanny, what there was of

them..transformation and so escape. Surely his life was in danger, and it would be all right to use the.bedizened baby's face and whisper, adoring,

"My immortality!" He had seen men beat their sons,."She is," said Rush. "Like her mother and her mother's mother. Let us in, Dory, or me at least,

to speak to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her mother's dying of. No healer could cure her.

But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain. A wonder she was, and Dory bade fair to follow her.".For a long time nobody would touch him.

He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as

dangerous as an adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that made him get smaller and smaller and wail

like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame him, and all the while there

was this light around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not like any human voice. A terrible thing..The

wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face to face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the

other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand and met the witch's hand. They put their arms round each other in a fierce, long embrace. Then they

hurried on, the witch to her hut near the village, the heiress of Iria up the hill to her ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without

much fuss, received her back with a clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden drunk by

his cold hearth..He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the.and bread and scallions, and she ate

because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were.little while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them.

"Ellu..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (91 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].need a room for the night, I have one. Or San might, if you're going to the village.".She looked him up and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said.

And then, to Tern, in a different tone,.learned to read..were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that

once."So. . . how old are you, really?".old men after all! he thought, and grinned at the thought, and slept..feet, full of tangling reed-roots. He made

no noise as he moved slowly out into the pool, and the.The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation

of dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time

before the separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is

commonly understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those

who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true

words," speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used

to mean both wizard and dragon..sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known.she kept

thinking his hair was white, because it was not black..That gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village on Way

gave me,.TODAY IN AMMONLEE PETIFARGUE PRODUCED THE SYSTOLIZATION OF THE FIRST ENZOM. THE.Iria, and she came

striding down to meet him. "I'm sorry, Ivory," she said, looking up at him with."Otter," said the flat voice..There was an uncomfortable silence, as

the Doorkeeper did not speak. At last a slight, bright-eyed man who wore a red tunic under his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this woman

into the House as a student. Master Doorkeeper?".Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after him

and spat. "Avert," he said..different colors; above them, faces, illuminated from below, therefore somewhat eerie, full of.feet. No one was there.

She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt back down the bank, found.arms and snug about the hips, was talking with a blonde girl who had her

back against the bowl.returned. . . The Prometheus -- my ship -- remained on Luna. I came from there today. That's all.".divided land. By the time
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the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one.initially taken to be a vaulted ceiling were only overhanging tiers, tiers that

now gave way to."Your impression is right. How is it between men and women?"."Back that way," said the taverner..court to Havnor and made

Havnor Great Port the capital of the kingdom. More central than Enlad,."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough,

and meddling with wizards most of all.".nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to.was

effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The.scraped the legs of my trousers; the dew, shaken from

above, fell like rain in my face; I took a.summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered,.They

call this the Otter's House," he said. "Very old. As old as the Great House. Everything is."I could teach you how to do that for yourself," the wizard

said, smiling, watching Otter rub and.His voice was the voice of the slave in the stone tower. It was she who knew the true name of quicksilver and

spoke it through him..The wizard's eyes narrowed and his smile broadened..songs seem to have been moved not so much by greed as by anger, a

sense of having been cheated,."I'm Gift," she said, a bit flustered, but liking the fellow. "All right, then, Master Hawk. Put."The true art prevails

over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached.usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a

lore-book (a compilation of.variations. The Raft People of the far South West Reach retain the great annual celebrations, but.He no longer kept a

cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been.Some people of great innate and trained power are able to find out the

true name of another, or.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (88 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it.Gelluk's fall had not

brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in his pay, among them.Otter knew that a moment was coming when he might get free of

Gelluk: of that he had been sure since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk, disempower him, if the wizard,

driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name.."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She was never ill-natured.

She seldom thought to do.much, you at the Gates and me at the inner end, in the Mountain. Working together, you know. We.offer, which would

have been natural, perhaps, but painful to the father, the owl who had --.A division of."A good bit of it?".It's unsettling. For all our delight in the

impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.all the world to come to him-which was true. Maybe that's where the danger of that art

lies..hundreds of boats carried people fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the dragons.The young man, called Ivory, did not

actually have his staff and cloak yet; he explained that he.TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him

till he lost his appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the day came, and he was there. Not so

evidently, so eminently, so flamboyantly there as his father, but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them

married by now to the other half, it seemed, but there was still plenty of flirting going on, and several pretty girls were always near him. He drank a

good deal of Gadge Brewer's excellent beer, and found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced.

So he danced with all the pretty girls in turn, and then again with whichever one turned up again, which all of them did..still gangs of robbers on

the roads. So Ivory left Westpool on the big wagon pulled by four big.himself the gull, or an eagle, or a dragon, who flew above and before the

fleet, and when the men."But you have some knowledge.".new clothes, a shirt or skirt or shift for every child, which was an old custom in the West

of.as ever..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..YORK TIMES. And FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION writes, "One of the world's

finest.dragons the wing..and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".then stood with my clothes in my hands, since there were no hangers; there was

instead a small.them nights, brooding on where and how he might extend his empire..dandelions made of needle-signal lights, momentary suns and

hemorrhages of advertising,.end to. He was determined now not to win her, but to defeat her. He could not let her defeat him..Since the name of the

person is the person, in the most literal and absolute sense, anyone who knows it has real power, power of life and death, over the person. Often a

true name is never known to anybody but the giver and to the owner, who both keep it secret all their life. The power to give the true name and the

imperative to keep it secret are one. True names have been betrayed, but never by the name giver..on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of

teaching, and didn't want another prentice underfoot,.wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely,

his."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should give up everything you love!"."I am not, after

all, a wild animal. Don't be angry, but. . . it seems to me that you've all.go quickly, but she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they

followed, till the."Do wizards have no family?".know; I would have taken them for the beams of floodlights had they not been traced by a."Of

course you do. You'd better. I'll witch you if you don't.".often doesn't know what he's doing, do you see."."I'm called Gift," she said. "My brother's

Berry.".looking into her face..led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to jumping fences, but after she had wandered.without front

walls. Approaching them, I found low, dimly lit cubicles, in which stood rows of.It may be that the Firelord was, in fact, a dragon in human form;

for very soon after his fall,.wandered the day before, and that perhaps I was even looking from the bottom of the dark."They'll use a sorcerer and

then ill-mouth him for his usefulness," she said. "It's not just.".He could speak his language only with her. And he had lost her, let her go. The

double heart has no true speech. From now on he could talk only the language of duty: the getting and the spending, the outlay and the income, the

profit and the loss..So well in hand did Early have Losen's men that within two days the great fleet set forth from.and would protect her. Then he

followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she.toward me; they had to separate to let me through. I was buffeted. Without

realizing it, I stepped."More likely to kill the beasts that sicken with it," the man said. He sounded a bit sleepy.."This is what you brought the Nine
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together for? This and no more?".The Namer, the Doorkeeper, and the Herbal followed him with her into the Grove. There was a path for them.

But when some of the young men started after them, there was no path..am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful gesture, as if

parting heavy curtains..Staggering wildly the wizard tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged down into the dark, his

scarlet cloak billowing up, the werelight round him like a falling star..only imagination can restore the least glimmer of it. If we lie about the past,

forcing it to tell.Terminal, pale against the black sky, still showed through the branches, then finally disappeared,.pungent, disorderly place thick

with the mysteries of women and witchcraft, very different from."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good

girl," she.lands like Havnor or worse, sunk in warfare, raids, and piracy, the fields full of weeds, the.great strength flow into him from the west, as

if Silence had taken him by the hand after all..wherever here was, or anywhere. There had been black roads and dropping slopes and a vast

green.much, although I realized immediately that there was not an iota of admiration in it. What did.teachers. "It will do you no harm if you never

use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy.the digging and the roasting?".What he learned working with his father and uncle in the shipyard

he could use, at least; and he.There was a silence. The fire whispered..questions!" She was more than scandalized, she was frightened..and houses,

purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always.spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that

high plain, winding and pooling,.When she said nothing, and some time had passed, he said, "In the shadow of these trees is no harm. Only

truth."."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.training..A slight, brown man sitting at

the table looked up at him..She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she burst out: 'You lived there?

You studied there? Do you know the Archmage?"."Ah," said the Patterner. "Hard for the housekeeper to give up the keys when the owner comes

home.".Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,.The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared

something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the Grove, for though the raiders had run through it seeking slaves and plunder and setting fires, the

fires had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the marauders astray. Most of the islanders who survived were wise women and their children,

who had hidden themselves in the town or in the Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and a few men now

grown old. There was no government but that of the women of the Hand, for it was their spells that had protected Roke so long and protected it far

more closely now..Summary: Explores further the magical world of Earthsea through five tales of events which occur
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