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When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it off, and they ceased not to drink and

carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a truth I am perplexed concerning my

affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed, O my brother, it was not a dream."

"These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to him, "By my life, do thou drink

this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand and drank it off, and no sooner

had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the

excellence of his composition and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he

rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the

palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place

where Aboulhusn could not see him..135. Jouder and his Brothers dcvi.The End..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they

overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and

grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with

his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act

hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace

and assigned him one who should serve him..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? I

saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Damascus is all gardens decked for

the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.'

And he said 'Know, then, that.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes

and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What

aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a

certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will

be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and

swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I

mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without

worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the

morrow..The Fifth Night of the Month.So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque

and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned

back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on

the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His

neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,

"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?

Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the

affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they

be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".127. The Justice of

Providence cccclxxviii.?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he

summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five

of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over

each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning

their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but

came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and

horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at

them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these

are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his

grace will not forget me e'er..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the

Commander of the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any

with his intent, but betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in

with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land

and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of
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sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning

himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).Then the

girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them

all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and

bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;"

but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars,

saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by.

Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii.

53..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a

parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered

I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of

earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I

saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself

till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a

bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom

I was going about.'.When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw

eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat

down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on

him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as

much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed

upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis

took leave of them, band by band..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her

seductive air..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God,

O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the

Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to

him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"

replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my

chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art

Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at

what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then

the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the

Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his

case..85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness

was filled, my heart with dreariment..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..When came the night, the king summoned his

vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O

king, that.There was once a king of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and

was straitened of breast because of this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy

slave-girls and lie with them, till one of them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the

girl's months were accomplished and the season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her

child-bearing and raised astrolabes [towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king

rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the people heartened each other with the glad news of this..28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon

cclxxiii.It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him

spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his

coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered

the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such

a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle

Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the

cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly,

that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier,

'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his
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heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for

I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one

of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God

accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the

dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said

to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys

him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,

saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..55. The Poor Man and

his Generous Friend dcxliii.Craft, Women's, ii. 287..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to

me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? I

wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl

dcli.104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and

amorous grace, with coyness beautified;.95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a

kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.'There was once, of old time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that

of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed

the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for

this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone,

solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour

in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought

more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence

in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that

which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and

thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".The Seventh Night of the Month..To his beloved one the

lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy

land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth

unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and

the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in

tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest

the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee

take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of

the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they

also will do evil.".86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY.."O king," answered the youth, "I

hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because

of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my

expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king,

"Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station

rank high..Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to

the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire into his case. Then will I cut off his head."

So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there was with them a sword, that would not cut

curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this, the wine fled from our heads and we became

in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide it, whilst I took the head and made for the

river..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.The servant said no

more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come

let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest

from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your

warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the

people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again

this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.ER RESHID AND THE

BARMECIDES. (152).When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance
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with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me

and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country

and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not

turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the

following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..When the vizier

came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer]

with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after

midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them

both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this

pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that

which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the

vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate

anything, it profited him not..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white

plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and

wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife

saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own

hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of

wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it

swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".Then she carried

him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon

her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the

Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was

assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than

kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all

who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the

Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in

them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been

practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God

the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother

and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a

company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an

exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at

unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate

and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the

young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am

content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the

land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and

one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name;

so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly

woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my

abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me

till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..Destiny, Of, i. 136..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the

house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's

master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this

visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me

not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's

lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.The

folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled
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with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..? ? ? ? ?

Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.The money-changer thought they did but

finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he

cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to

him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had

beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred.

(48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk,

without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of

the Portress lxvii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the

hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..67. Haroun

er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho,

Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying,

"O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah,

thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a

third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore

chagrin..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my

time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again

presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,

[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of

like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous

case..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he

went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down

and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to

delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife

dxci.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle

and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle,

so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse

and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue

of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that

shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he

and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his

wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed

against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.? ? ? ? ? How bright and how goodly my lustre appears! Yea, my wreaths are like girdles of silver so

white..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..When she had made an

end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then

she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried

behind..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.My

heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce,

we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What

wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the

daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive

for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean

this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when

it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on

me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come

from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at

unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and

noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92)

the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do

thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou
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straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and

peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Here the treasure-seeker brought out

a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold,

it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about

the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth

galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his

sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he

rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..WOMEN'S CRAFT..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said,

'By Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in

herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none

in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban;

and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to

give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..So the youth obeyed his father's

commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this

fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I

know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him

for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer

answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could

do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,

such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Then said he

to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came

and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the

dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a

liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say

sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him;

and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the

king's son who fell in love with the picture.".So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present]

came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the

Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire

the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and

ruler of [all] countries!".Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When came the night, the

vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? Oft

as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after

those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to

Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered,

since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk

who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion

of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So

she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress

dcccclxxxv.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh;

and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es

Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said,

'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged

thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for

Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath

prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace

of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun

hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Now there remained one after her; so we took her and

drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my

mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat
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and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought

upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an

exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..Presently, up

came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise,

mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he

drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand

with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who

was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see

what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my

heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my

heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us

was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How

many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..?OF LOOKING TO

THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved

to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king

had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and

why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I

saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell

between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.49. The Man

who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the

lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth

you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that

is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without

contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and

he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from

her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit

with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend

and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave

her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she

came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my

contract.".Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven are

shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th'

assaults of grief and woes abide?.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank;

after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace

our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and

sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..THE

FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174)."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should

abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that

he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me

(34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for

that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Oft as my yearning waxeth,

my heart consoleth me, ii. 228.
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