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? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire
of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light
Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for
the candles. So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him
and said, "O king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath
sent me unto thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was
never done of any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith,
'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and
obedient women and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves
humbly and women who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who
guard their privities and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful,
God hath prepared unto them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter
and despatched it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by
force and adding, "And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops],
they all assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they
all agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him.
Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?"
And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst
his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while
Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying, "Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho,
Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and fell a-laughing at me and saying,
"O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and laughed, and another said, "By Allah,
thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee? What is there in thee to love?" And a
third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me, what while I suffered sore
chagrin..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present
(63) good inclined..When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"
answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the
love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.
O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but
that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of
these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I
feel..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men
came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak
with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,
"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her
mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."
Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein
the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage
with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,
and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,
"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's
Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget
him my dear!".He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good,
and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there
remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more
extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and rarities.".?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE
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MERCHANT AND THE KING..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him
and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to
him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he
pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated
him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that
there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".110. The Haunted
House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised
their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word
that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with
all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there
is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to
death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime
is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with
him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not
escape me to-morrow.".Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned,
and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God
(to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin
from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his
mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to
him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment."
And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who
avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no,
nor knew her in any wise before then.'.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty
amazeth all those that behold..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of heaven
are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's
words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the
like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no,
nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known
that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy
way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.When Noureddin heard these his
slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and
comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..So El Merouzi
went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it;
but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and
enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and
do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the
burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she
answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets,
and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel
was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket
as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her
with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent
from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the
woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..Then said El Abbas to
them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which
beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that
which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon
his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To
horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El
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Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How
many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came,
dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight
and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake;
watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him
do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and
thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his
head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and
needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself
returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Then said
Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee
with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries.
Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done
thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the
littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of
foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth
endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him
not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him
by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..?
? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and
vale..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.It befell one day that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye,
Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast
never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be
of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I
know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well,"
answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I
conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed
thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt] hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and
the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.Then he turned
back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes
upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying,
'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy
dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other,
'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and
embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was
come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him
not..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So
do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth
with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good
things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the
houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year.
Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their
son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers,
wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst
the gardens I open many an eye..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and
sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned
back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on
the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His
neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,
"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?
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Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the
affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they
be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".And the king bade him
depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of
the Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the
time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..? ?
? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she
was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may
God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she
saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone
from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest
in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went
his way..Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her,
'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear
somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were
present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire
possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.? ? ? ? ?
Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..There was once a man of the Arabs who had a number of
sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit.
When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she
praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion
still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was aye..When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet
and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace
of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him,
received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace
and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels.
Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like
of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in
dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on
and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid
with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented
themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they
moved the assembly to delight..? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious
neighbour's hate..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled
water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that
suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss."
Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together;
and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from
him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not
over going till they met in one of the inns (33) and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of
the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,'
answered he, and the other continued, 'And wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold
his fellow that which was with him [in exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were
out of each other's sight, they examined their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other
that he had a load of goat's dung; whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each
other and cancelling their bargain, agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common
between them, share and share alike..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still
and still my case bewray..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was,
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whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in
number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and
the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El
Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44)
The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding
wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her
womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a
sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our
consciences.'.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case
with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..Then the Khalif summoned her to
his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Come, then,
companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".So saying, he spat in her face and went out from
her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in
supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an
advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days,
whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I
kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer
me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the
affair..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ?
But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the
Old Sharper dccccxl.As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee,
let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no
help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and
took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir
saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set
out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of
hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with
God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into
execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the
East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194)
Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif
(195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life
is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou
shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to
that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the
manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my
sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou
knowest my plight and my pain..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with
her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a
word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the
learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and
suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and
said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold,
she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN.
(177).Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five
different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a
crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the
Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow
drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif
Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the
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august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts
and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the
superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting
them, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife
wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little
while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation
and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein
and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and
said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and
when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who
have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our
horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most
High, then by thy life.".Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight, iii. 86..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.So she
made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat
of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend]; so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had
talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted
his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she, 'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the
prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved for him and faring on to his father and mother,
[acquainted them with the case]..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not and
insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife
(247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder
chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning
which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was
and that he should take it up..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not,
save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my
friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a
third headsman..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..98. The Haunted House
in Baghdad dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led
aright,.? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our
gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and
presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies
of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came
in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at
them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while
they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself in an underground chamber, without window or
other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the
top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made
shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road;
whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me
and I acquainted them with my story..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with
her seductive air..43. Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's
face and curse him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes.
On the third day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast
into the fire, after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade
crucify his trunk on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the
air..When the two young men presented themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he
knew them and his heart was like to fly for joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God
the Most High and praised Him for that He had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit
the Magian and the woman and the two youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God
caused the morning morrow, so he might assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in
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the presence of the four cadis. So they did his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had
vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his
family..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked
them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O
my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh,
who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and]
alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to
her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou
seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with
her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.149. El Melik en
Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is
well. Know, O king, that.The Tenth Day..? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ?
? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred
blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!'
and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi
stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Supreme!'
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