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? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.Then the king sent for
the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and
cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht
invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art
guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I
was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and
envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou
we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public
ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? But now
unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..I went forth one
day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I
said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?"
asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the
river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him,
"Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth
of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the
perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.? ? ? ? ?
Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.146. The Lovers of Bassora
dcxciii."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that
which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered
after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till
we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his
high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time
immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted
and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he
related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose
skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been
private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him
to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would
slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..126. Ibrahim ben el
Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..Then she discovered to him a part of her
bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!"
Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?"
Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after
which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me
[and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it
moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter,
may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved
ones away..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day
afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted and feeble and frail..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me
day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of
the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit.
So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the
bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a
rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did
his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and
went away..Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..The
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Third Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.His love on him
took pity and wept for his dismay, ii. 210..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses
of sable sheen..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.? ? ? ? ?
By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk,
in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that
needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more
than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything
heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night
darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he
intended..? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..52. The
Devout Israelite cccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst requite.11.
Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i.
215..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and
threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then
he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of
my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him,
and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the
measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a
score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in
that I look it without his leave.'.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took
with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him;
after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told
me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score
dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give
me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and
none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him
of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that
the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys
and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them
spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught
therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered,
'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in
a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the
desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me. Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to
him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should
weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but, before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse
and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and
made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I
answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is
levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Then
they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a
thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding,
till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer
counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with
silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its
craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.All this, O my brother,' continued the
merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God
requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained
baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to
light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old
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time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of
fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then
said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her
nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou
acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? What
if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.? ? ? ? ? Compared with
thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By
Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth
we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods,
with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till
he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the
place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us
again, in despite of our foes!.The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid
eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the
biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she
willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to
her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to
her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer
arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I,"
and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I
will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".158. Ali Noureddin and the Frank
King's Daughter dccclxiii.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar
summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he
bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the
folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love
of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the
pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed
exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said
to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she
turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she
improvised and recited the following verses:.Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i. 183..Conclusion..? ? ? ? ? k. The
Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and
the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and
is versed in all that is past and was foredone among bygone peoples), that.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..When she had made an end of her
verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with
"Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130) improvised and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head,
said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of
my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared
with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me;
so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as
a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined; His soul's a
captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and
bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they
proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee
that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made
with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news
reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to
King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return,
but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to
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slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;
whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and
I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them
and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and
carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ?
? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty)
for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they
were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the
neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her
chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and
still on slaying me are bent!.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father,
giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to
thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he
send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from
this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father
of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and
assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he
advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife
dcxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me
fed..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost
his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH.
(1).Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many
years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy
permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was
exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the
affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us
out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.'It is
told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the
magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road
wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and
said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags
and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half,"
rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller
said, "Take it.".Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast
about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife
and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for
chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman
inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth
Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,
when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and
sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two
dirhems..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to us aye!.? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with
chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein
were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye,
Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him?
Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of
him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and
slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on
his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..SHEHRZAD
AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked
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with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim
said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and
learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I
return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with
thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of
price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and
ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast
need..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their
arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from
the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid
hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast
him back into his whilom place of duresse..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured
of mountain nor of plain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.When they were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother
fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered
to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might continue the kingship in his family and that the
governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry her daughter with the new-comer, her father's
brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and when she had discovered the secret to the last of
them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis and assessors, who drew up the contract of
marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed them with bounties. Then was the bride carried
in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the realm..The learned man bethought him awhile
of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on
the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away
his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso
purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk
of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer
than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect
of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand
dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then
she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be
carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O
fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.When the king
saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they
seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for
excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape
[us].".?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE.
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