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? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? The fire of
love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..Hardly was the night come, when he went in
to his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so
he might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence
have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the
desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are
those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss
him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him
and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I
have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he
did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not
come.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in
those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my
heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts
of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? b.
Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit
up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth
Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me
up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and
he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and
pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose
of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? From mine own land, to
visit thee, I came at love's command, For all the distance did forbid,'twixt me and thee that spread..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor dlxiii.The Eighth Day..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do]
and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for
they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand
(129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he
had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he
bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be
opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to
cut..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins,
when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of
God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, '
Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of
herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they
stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose
slaughter God hath forbidden.'.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dcxxviii.When the evening evened, the
king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Bihzad,
Story of Prince, i. 99..Trust in God, Of, 114..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and
Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in
very deed,.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it
to the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that
he should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it.
So he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the
Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none
other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And
rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave
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him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he
became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing
and his innocence will appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..Then,
when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them
three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he
chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with
twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and
he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small,
each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and]
said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him
with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord
that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her,
"Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and
diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on
life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they
answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am become a byword in the city,
and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be estopped from us.'".When Er Reshid
heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he
presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when
she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto
that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dccccvii.King Ibrahim and
his Son, Story of, i. 138..?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he
summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the
Serpent dcxi."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on
thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I
trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand;
so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him,
and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for,
by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off
evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the
new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his
[foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and
[presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and
taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king,
indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to
be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant,
eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his
left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an
emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth
forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on
this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he
silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth,
saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is
no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for
themselves.'.How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me? ii. 69..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and
said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and
cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter
had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of
the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was
profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and
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affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity
warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the
lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key,
but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying,
'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her
bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on
him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's
return to him, after he had despaired of her..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of
delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the
following verses:.Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that
she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth
somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.'
Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took
the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.?Story of the Unlucky Merchant..7.
Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the
lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads
yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and
giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission
[to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on him length of life
and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where
he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his
wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him
up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill,
when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy
name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to
question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and removed to the
wine-chamber..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that
hight.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..All who were
present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over
wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding
delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that
was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand
dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and
endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.90. The Devout
Prince cccci.Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and
remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he
had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot
stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I
will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of
having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will
escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take
the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.Therewithal
the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with
fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so
let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:."There
was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with
child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out,
journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who
should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated
him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this;
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whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his
return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his
own country..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes ccccxix.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell
it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None
lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the
Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou
sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered,
saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the
house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB
AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were
five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had
left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount
like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through
the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their
beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till
they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the
brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Then she turned
to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that,
when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him
and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is
occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is
with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with
him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth
Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined
themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Envy and Malice, Of, i. 125..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who
grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this
kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to
devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the
mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of
God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My
night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted and he said in himself, 'I
put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, ' Know ye not who I am?'
and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed he, they dismounted from
their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is
a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him, saying, 'May this suffice
thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour thee with our goods and
our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause the folk follow after thee,
for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth you.'.Thy presence
honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my
sight!.Then he re-entered the village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of
their own country, where there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them
into a pit hard by the road and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..Thereupon
the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers
preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them
with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had
accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended
him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who
were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes
abroad in the air..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the
slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with
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the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the
slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk
and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who
were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the
damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was
endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the
stars of heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon
myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..So the wicked man
attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance,
and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late]
skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man
before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the
wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified
Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from
him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..Meanwhile, they carried the damsel
into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating
not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O
Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall
rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following
verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we
should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she
knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food
waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame
towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the
Faithful.".Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and the king
heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue with any;
and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath overmastered
him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's
honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the king's house
and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on life.'
Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting him
in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..Presently, the
sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had
tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but
availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept
watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done
thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his
wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings,
for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that
thou dost opine..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis
outpoured, or ere the day appear..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The
purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and
impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of
God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this
man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the]
only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with
another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? Be patient under
its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should
attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw,
he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of
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robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he
answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh
thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his
palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in
him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened
the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number
of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..6. Isaac
of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i.
205..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but
tears speak, as they flow..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the
oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..Would God upon
that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx
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