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?THE THIEF'S STORY..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice
revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth
unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew
that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and
woe..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.When the company
heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By
Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from
amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it
is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to you.".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with
watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So
she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down,
senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace,
said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then
he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF
ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.?STORY OF
KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, lovedistraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder
wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and
said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected
from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged
and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou
go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ?
? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..N.B.--The
Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the
delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Munir drank off his cup and
ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the
world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose
and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment
over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be
borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned
and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking
herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which
had betided him after her and wept sore..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..The Fourteenth Night of the Month..King Ibrahim and his Son,
Story of, i. 138..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said
to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of
rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to
leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had
befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests,
whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the
sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Idiot
and the Sharper, The, i. 298..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.God judge betwixt me and her lord!
Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night
and day..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice
and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy
speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their
apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and
returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and
majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they
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had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..113. The
Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the
troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede..Sixth Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..?A MERRY JEST OF A
THIEF..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile, O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..? ? ? ? ?
All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two
Sharpers clii.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to
Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered
the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the
palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found
her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her
quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her
affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do
what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep
and its delight,.64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O
base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is
not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it
come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to
King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.To return to his wife and
her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and
straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught
of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune,
bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my
lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the
Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him,
'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the
Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to
the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered,
saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then
said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs
must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to
give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God
hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou
hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto
money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved
pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es
Shuhba and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of
the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him
passages (234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one
and this is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to
him, 'Do what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations,
and showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,
[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made
manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and
foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had
fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her
cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks,
(84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used
to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the
folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this
with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are
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those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others
who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I
would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the
story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.? ? ? ? ?
Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for
haste is still unblest, ii. 88..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to
vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and
master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with
curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of
gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds
of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the
bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..78.
Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except,
alas! it doth not stay.".I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his
release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh
ccclxxxiii.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made
no account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it,
"This is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I
awoke in affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the
voyage was pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my
merchandise and taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..20. Ali ben
Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks
her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.Then she took leave of the
princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth, went round about seeking her lord in the
thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode forth without the city. Now it was the
noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to the mosque, wherein the young
Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou a draught of cold water?
Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his lodging and spreading
her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch, "Go thy ways with
the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to
keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The
Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian.
(174).When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay
hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he
swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..So he left him for dead and entering his
brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.'
Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world
was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could
not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and
fortified himself therein..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what
sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when
they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of
knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and
deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but
hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I
leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's
brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..86. The
Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..Then said Selim to his sister,
'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that
which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.'
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But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and
we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled
from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing
for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.Now the treasuries
aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the
viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the
viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's
favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken
and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,
to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with
blood their tears ensue..? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none with me can vie..? ?
? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst
requite..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who
lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a
couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully
from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon
King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her
describers:.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term
betide..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and
emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned
the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain
down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's
continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs
must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at
fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the
king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin
cccxcv.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a
long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Now it
chanced that a camel-driver, belonging to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay
him. So he set out and plunged into the deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had
made an end of her prayer, when he went up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in
this desolate place?' asked he, and she said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take
me to husband and I will be tenderly solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the
Most High.' But she answered, saying, 'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou
wouldst deal compassionately with me and further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou
wilt have done me a kindness.'."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi;
and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him
changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him,
'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and
say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay
them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first
two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem
it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..On the third day I
said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was
veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I
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knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I
passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances
at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1
marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going
round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine
account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in
concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the
night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".Women's Craft, ii.
287..Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal,
came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk
of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the
youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance
for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Presently, the vizier entered and the king
signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him,
"How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?"
asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the
vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What
then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily,
it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".Now she had brought to
the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched
the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and
precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and
torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed
between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in]
keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".The king
marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is
engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in
the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things
thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..To return to the
king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and
gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped
beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and
wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the
damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even
as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got
the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms
of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond,
who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching
him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water,
and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what
was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning
and the fires by passion in me fed..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof;
so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward
than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that
assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.?OF THE ISSUES OF
GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love
vouchsafed to us elate,.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying,
'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on
the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror]
and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted,
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trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..With this the king's wrath subsided and
he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya, and, i.
183..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to
me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed
myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and
errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of
Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who
had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned
to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay
that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst
the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were
fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and
in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God
the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.The
folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El
Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred
dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand
dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars
and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the
elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I
nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.On this wise they abode a long
while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had
set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed
him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he
would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.So they carried him into the city and hid
him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted
them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of
fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his
affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the
Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for
me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Then she
went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and
drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And
she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her
hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an
upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we
are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself,
wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us,
whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do
thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit,
"Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the
Bean-Seller ccxcix.Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man
said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose
and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth
wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the
woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Meanwhile, the news spread
abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with
whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair
and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king
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said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had
hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might
fish; but the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the
coasts; and it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the
night to the gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..16. Uns el Wujoud and the
Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Selim abode in the governance, invested with the
sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife]
ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he
appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife
and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of
the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..The Lady Zubeideh answered him many words and the talk waxed
amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve
him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand
dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the
thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave
them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou
shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was
ashamed, O my lady.".If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire
of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered
with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon
Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for
indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of
prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated
herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!)
and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not]
this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare
tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and
meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had
enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials,
together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59)
instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I
cannot stay their flight..When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this
wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest
thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my
death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day
when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of
death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I
may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel
thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he
may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from
other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".Then came forward
the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..Then I arose
and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my
return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not
but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and
rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came
to the elephants' burial-place..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves
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before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when
they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also
were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to
them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded
to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power
and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of
the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if
I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman
higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath
her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment
and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten
thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..When the
appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no
recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the
latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En
Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became
warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for
him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai,
"And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said,
'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed
from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.162. Aboukir the Dyer
and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was
hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one.
Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they
brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or
fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the
old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to
the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this
wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's
contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy
and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added
the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire
to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.When King Shah Bekht heard this
story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house.
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