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Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who

feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and

descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down,

wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full

flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw

El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in

every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".Wife, Firouz aad his, i. 209..? ?

? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him

a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink

and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she

fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went

out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The

Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier

redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his

lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.However, he

would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in

the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an

advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the

devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than

any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish;

wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put

her to death; but they found her not..One day my master said to me, 'Knowest thou not some art or handicraft?' And I answered, saying, 'O my lord,

I am a merchant and know nought but traffic.' Quoth he, 'Knowest thou how to shoot with a bow and arrows?' And I replied, 'Yes, I know that.' So

he brought me a bow and arrows and mounting me behind him on an elephant, set out with me, at the last of the night, and fared on till we came to

a forest of great trees; whereupon he made me climb a high and stout tree and giving me the bow and arrows, said to me, 'Sit here, and when the

elephants come hither by day, shoot at them, so haply thou shalt hit one of them; and if any of them fall, come at nightfall and tell me.' Then he

went away and left me trembling and fearful. I abode hidden in the tree till the sun rose, when the elephants came out and fared hither and thither

among the trees, and I gave not over shooting at them with arrows, till I brought down one of them. So, at eventide, I went and told my master, who

rejoiced in me and rewarded me; then he came and carried away the dead elephant..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we

have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the

sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest

with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said,

"Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the

Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out

from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the

mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the

air, Without my consent, unaware;.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup

and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and

putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay,

by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent

his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the

master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".?STORY OF THE OLD

WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and

long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.? ? ? ? ? Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs

must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready

passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled

and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome

recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..With
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this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I

will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and

swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the

prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on

thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down

my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark

place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and

said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down

in a swoon..But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is

that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question

her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and

let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will

come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the

old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.The Seventh Night of the

Month..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it),

go saying, in my fear."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding, quick-witted and

truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam feared for his wealth

from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah and built himself a

palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him

to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard of thine excellence

and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever occasion thou hast

unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam prostrated himself

to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took

service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with presents and largesses,

and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs and in his hand was the

power to bind and loose..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart,

found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes

and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my

lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised

her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat

talking till a third part of the night was past..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Then he brought out the casket of

jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard

this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a

trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question

was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest

the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou

call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that

which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy

chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not

afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye

who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to

thee.".108. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while

my body for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller bemused with wine, to

lose my wits I'm fain..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were

drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou

him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this

is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy

deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he

told the youth..So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God

granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on
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this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him

with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and

he wept for her loss..This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary

than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade

the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..El Abbas

from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? Till in a

robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered

and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking

wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the

place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and

she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat.

Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked

me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..?

? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the

Barber's Fifth Brother clx.One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city,

and as I was going about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice].

When she saw me, she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the

house and to whom it belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he

replied, "Yes."] So I repaired in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access

to such an one the notary. Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we

saluted him and sat with him, and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no

daughter befitting this man." And I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to

him, "This is an honourable man and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them,

"Verily, my daughter whom ye seek is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as

thou sayest." Then said the folk, "Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou

have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".They tell that Haroun er Reshid was

sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish

thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought

equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered,

"Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an

imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is

accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice

in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we

took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,

'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'

it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for

the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the

Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner

with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with

[other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money."

Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of

honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him

on his left hand.".So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup

and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:."There was once a king of the kings, whose name

was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and

threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not

of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help

thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came

upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled

from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst
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help me against mine enemy.'.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to

him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she

of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the

Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,

'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard

from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,

such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the

Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine

anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the

king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled

garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to

return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in

the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to

question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite,

for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I

did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for

them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'

When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell

to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'

Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my

way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and

buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the

issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light

upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..When the night came, the king sat

in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.105. El Feth ben

Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off

her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white

jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet

basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent

from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown

serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.The Eleventh Day..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..When

the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and

said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they

did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying,

'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five

hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner

of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to

yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought

can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..? ? ? ? ?

Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.On this wise he abode a

space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed

himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he

entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes.

Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of

him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness

and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his

chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted

him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee

company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer
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with "Hearkening and obedience.".Appointed Term, Of the, i. 147..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou

that mine eye dost fill, ii. 213..Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ?

When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er

Reshid and Jaafer dlv.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.Thiefs Story, The, ii. 165..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for

love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose

beauties have my reason led astray..Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing

and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am

none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was

convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his

prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate

and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not

[going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and

the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions

(27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and

Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas

(28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son.

dcccclxxx.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? p. The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.There was once in a

certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to

come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper

said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy

husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in

my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt

see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which

he shall say to thee."'.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.In this island is a river of very

sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island

are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the

shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it

is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of

issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the

mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii.

192..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not

what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El

Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the

earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy

mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble

together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that

she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to

him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon

Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who

were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she

said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an exceeding

desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king caused

public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of three

days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops, and

behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat to

departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a day's

journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country was

straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el

Jelis xxxiv.Now the woman was in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who

had been charged with the guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted
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that which had befallen them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal

estate, whenas the wicked overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance

between them and their parents; brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were

her very sons and cried out to them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The

young men knew the token and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell

upon her and swooned away, all three..? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to

wakefulness a prey..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the

pain.'.?Story of King Bihkerd..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his much

love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for indeed

the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this woman at

my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should restore me

to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like unto that of

the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Then the Khalif went forth and bade decorate

the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and the tables were spread

seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most prosperous thereof till

there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of their story.".Then will he

say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy

daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the

Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a

man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives,

and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the

marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".82. Said ben Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns

for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might

covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former

case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from

that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the

perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that

wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and

forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified

above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to

twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are

three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and

denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his

favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..When

she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets

and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom

they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His

perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness

whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou

didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of

audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth

who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of

the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the

fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth

Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a

dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house

[wherein thou lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of

God the Most High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found

that the Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother

and appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied
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themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that

which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the

Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also

rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..Meimoun was

silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be

circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my

sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.Khorassan, his Son and

his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Now he had

a friend, who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on

this trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The

deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and

rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding

me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my

discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said,

'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled

mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.32. The Mock

Khalif cclxxxvi.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes

me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the

latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost

thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of

all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the

[Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king

for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not

employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought

him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words

angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and

therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit

to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth

of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but

bore with patience that which betided him..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the

merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking

the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided;

after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their

hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood,

on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and

arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him,

"By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break

my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony

was laid aside from between them..So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had

raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a

word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him

with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech,

there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put

them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed,

his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do

this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall

not escape me to-morrow.".The Seventh Day..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh

me, heigho!.The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to

him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the

better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame
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(271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered

himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who

was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of

lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life

wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the

chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison

and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for

thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an

issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to

beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the

Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him

to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell

me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog

that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters

had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself

discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's

hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i.

90..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then,

that.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take

them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of

their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they

stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling

and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding

delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the

cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening

and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..So he repaired to the draper

and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees'

apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her

and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to

her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray,

prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..When this

came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking

the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to

her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she

was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent

came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..Then they betook themselves to two boys affected to the [special]

service of the king, who slept not but on their knee, (125) and they lay at his head, for that they were his pages of the chamber, and gave them each

a thousand dinars of gold, saying, 'We desire of you that ye do somewhat for us and take this gold as a provision against your occasion.' Quoth the

boys, 'What is it ye would have us do?' And the viziers answered, 'This Abou Temam hath marred our affairs for us, and if his case abide on this

wise, he will estrange us all from the king's favour; and what we desire of you is that, when ye are alone with the king and he leaneth back, as he

were asleep, one of you say to his fellow, "Verily, the king hath taken Abou Temam into his especial favour and hath advanced him to high rank

with him, yet is he a transgressor against the king's honour and an accursed one." Then let the other of you ask, "And what is his transgression?"

And the first make answer, "He outrageth the king's honour and saith, 'The King of Turkestan was used, whenas one went to him to seek his

daughter in marriage, to slay him; but me he spared, for that she took a liking to me, and by reason of this he sent her hither, because she loved

me.'" Then let his fellow say, "Knowest thou this for truth?" And the other reply, "By Allah, this is well known unto all the folk, but, of their fear of

the king, they dare not bespeak him thereof; and as often as the king is absent a-hunting or on a journey, Abou Temam comes to her and is private

with her."' And the boys answered, 'We will say this.'.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him

somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and

cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God

made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most
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High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth

the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and

do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and

times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses

and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High

in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his

admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days

of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child,

as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face

and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time,

without doubt or gainsaying.
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