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May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.On the morrow, he repaired to the
druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of
his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the
chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as
he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she
gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case
extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house
many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and
indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.
Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was
only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he
carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to
learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy
presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;
and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my
purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from
my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely
and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants
and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised
her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words,
"VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this,
she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the
untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man
dccccvi.Conclusion..Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the
river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our
pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in
need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in
languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the
pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..? ? ? ? ? The folk witness bear of my worth and none can my virtues deny..? ? ? ? ? Ye
chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new; Needs must th' afflicted warble the woes that make him rue..Meanwhile, the woman went out at
hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the
tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted
therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When
he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed
the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after
her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him
of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to
be consoled for those whom I adore..There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy
them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them
but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old
woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers
used to bestow alms upon her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.This
was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars;
so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to
him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place
where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to
this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the
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salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".I clipped her in mine arms and
straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and
good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his
governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot
followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).Still do I
yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her
chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she
took the lute and sang the following verses:.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..?THE THIEF'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a
load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis
dclxxxviii.When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the
headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and
[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and
forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..Now the
merchant's wife aforesaid, who was the nurse of the king's daughter, was watching him from a window, unknown of him, and [when she heard his
verses], she knew that there hung some rare story by him; so she went in to him and said, "Peace be on thee, O afflicted one, who acquaintest not
physician with thy case! Verily, thou exposest thyself unto grievous peril! I conjure thee by the virtue of Him who hath afflicted thee and stricken
thee with the constraint of love-liking, that thou acquaint me with thine affair and discover to me the truth of thy secret; for that indeed I have heard
from thee verses that trouble the wit and dissolve the body." So he acquainted her with his case and enjoined her to secrecy, whereof she consented
unto him, saying, "What shall be the recompense of whoso goeth with thy letter and bringeth thee an answer thereto?" He bowed his head for
shamefastness before her [and was silent]; and she said to him, "Raise thy head and give me thy letter." So he gave her the letter and she took it and
carrying it to the princess, said to her, "Read this letter and give me the answer thereto.".107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl
dccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..? ? ? ? ?
For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did
veil..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk he riseth, and not in the
sky..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he
examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was
like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from
all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not
made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but
because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall
accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of
Baghdad xxviii.The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire
issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my
palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By
Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell
in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most
High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing
from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen,
whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have
patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall
upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory
get and God defend the right! (70).Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to
him, by ones and twos, to give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It
would seem thou hast forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give
thee joy, we give thee joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation.
Then they went away from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a
cassia-branch in a garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous
day, so that she made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what
device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other
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Thief cccxcviii.Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he
entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom,
with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his
wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all
the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and
largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did
him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.Now the singer
had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who
came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which
the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer
came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then
they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving
good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife
Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who
have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the
king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the
grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he
slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose
hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man
availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the
accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? Sure
God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to
her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took root in her
heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written,
fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her
slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I
would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for
her.".Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible of
the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And
they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail
against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him
advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..11.
The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the summer, set in a winter's
night..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE
MERCHANT AND THE KING..The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market], with a casket of
precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the shop of a
draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the value of a
thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he found it full
of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who was with
her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired of her; so
he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no tidings of her
nor lit on aught of her trace..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud
I'm dight.
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