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the winter long, out on the high marsh..felt the bonds close and tighten, and the old shadow fall..falling. Then he walked forward, stiff and
awkward, trying not to resist the coercive, passionate.After Maharion's death in 452, several claimants contested the throne; none prevailed. Within
a few years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a battleground of hereditary feudal princes, governments
of small islands and city-states, and piratic warlords, all trying to increase their wealth and extend or defend their borders. Trade and ship traffic
dwindled under piracy, cities and towns withdrew inside defensive walls; arts, fisheries, and agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars;
slavery, which had not existed under the Kings, became common. Magic was the primary weapon in forays and battles. Wizards hired themselves
out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these wizards and the perversion of their power, magic itself came
into disrepute.."Here. I was born here."."Meridional, rasts: one hundred and six, one hundred and seventeen, zero eight, zero two..house than the
men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told him about the curer, since."No," his wife said in her soft, level voice, "we aren't.".Thirty
years before, the pirate lords of Wathort had sent a fleet to conquer Roke, not for its wealth, which was little, but to break the power of its magery,
which was reputed to be great. One of the wizards of Roke had betrayed the island to the crafty men of Wathort, lowering its spells of defense and
warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island not by wizardries but by force and fire. Their great ships filled Thwil Bay, their
hordes burned and looted, their slave takers carried off men, boys, young women. Little children and the old they slaughtered. They fired every
house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..apart with
the palm of his hand..King needed some diversions..bestiary in the barn loft... But there's nothing much to look for here. Nothing of importance.
Ath.a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs, cheese,.Roke were originally:.farms and wineries and
cooperage and cartage and all, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married the.Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket
disreputable. Her dirty toes.words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't.The Herbal still hesitated.
"This lady is not of our council," he said at last..back against the immense trunk of the oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was
late.fountain. Only the Grove would stand. Only the green hill, silent, immovable. He heard Elehal say.He was so distraught that when he made up
his mind to call Silence he could not think of the opening of the spell, which he had known for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he
began to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised what he was doing and stopped and undid it word by
word..was a behavior pattern characteristic of a stalwart such as myself, assigned an appropriate serial."No, no. I believe you, only. . . no. You can't
understand this.".The old Namer came forward and said to the woman on the hill, "Who are you?".But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both
physically and as a presence of immense controlling power; and it seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's
power over him, gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close, he managed to speak..was cold, and his
blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more terrible. So we made.stones. He said they would not come back. He said Lord
Sparrowhawk had told him to come back to."He only taught me names.".butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two.
There had never been a.Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other like the dogs that lost.of Old Iria, asking her to
come in by the back door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she
did not answer the.The sense of huge strength was draining out of her. She turned her head a little and looked down,.address:.Inmost Sea. All the
wizards and armed men Maharion could command went out to fight the dragons,.sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its
inmost heart, the courtyard of.despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.may be a matter for
talk among the nine of us.".until:."But I can come," she said..colossus, impossible and unbelievable, was reflected in a long, paler copy on the black
waters of.fountain; I got up, walked on in the spreading light of the new day, until I woke from my stupor.Dulse knew better than to ask for
explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come often; the chance of his ever having to use it was very slight. He let the terrible spell
sink down in his mind and be hidden and layered over with a thousand useful or beautiful or enlightening mageries and charms, all the lore and
rules of Roke, all the wisdom of the books Ard had bequeathed him. Crude, monstrous, useless, it lay in the dark of his mind for sixty years, like
the cornerstone of an earlier, forgotten house down in the cellar of a mansion full of lights and treasures and children..pursued him from the east to
the west of Enlad in a trail of ruin. On the Plains of Enlad, meeting."It's up to me too if he stays or goes, and he goes. You haven't got all the sayso.
All the people say he ought to go. He's not canny.".He was angry then, very angry, a hungry man whose food is snatched from his hand. He
summoned the."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra."."What brought you here,
Azver?" the Namer asked. "I've often thought of asking you. A long, long.leave him to breathe the fumes of quicksilver in that highest vault till he
died... But when his."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second coronation, here. By the
Archmage Thorion.".As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the marshlands, a village not far
away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so that
if a light shone anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his shoes walking round Andanden on
the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through, and his feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths..himself. It did not fit
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him. Nothing about him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no.Medra knew only a hint of this story from Ember. One night Veil, who was
three years older than Ember and to whom the memory was much clearer, told it to him fully. Ember sat with them, listening in silence..did not like
them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered.next morning Golden told his son again that he must think
about being a man..During the voyage, however, he talked several times with Dragonfly, which made Ivory a bit uneasy..the sorcerers and witches.
There's no one to turn to.".Dulse had sent students on to the School, three or four of them, nice lads with a gift for this or that; but the one
Nemmerle waited for had come and gone of his own will, and what they had thought of him on Roke Dulse did not know. Silence did not say. He
had learned there in two or three years what some boys learned in six or seven and many never learned at all, but to him it had been mere
groundwork..History.Books of history and the records and recipes for magic exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic
runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually
one copy only.."Of course not!".but present, smiling, dancing. All his childhood friends were there too, half of them married by.As old as Gont
Island.".on Semere's high pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A mile below it, all sunlit now, the."And no friends?".There will I go..He slept
till late in the morning and woke as if from illness, weak and placid. She was unable to."Perhaps I am wrong," said Hemlock in his dry, flat voice.
"Your gift may be for Pattern. Or."Trust," the young man said. "Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it
make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it.
Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at
the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong.
No animal does wrong. How could they? But we can, and we do. And we never stop.".years with no summer, the birth of sickly and monstrous
young to sheep and cattle, the birth of.came near the wall, it opened suddenly to reveal an interior filled with small metal bottles of.differentiation
("division of labor") than in the Archipelago..the roar of the rain on the sea, lessening as the freak wind passed on eastward. Through it one.ships,
leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..made one gesture of her hand, downward to the earth.."What I have to do, you see," the
old wizard said, still talking to Silence because it was a comfort to talk to him even if he was no longer there, "is get into the mountain, right inside;
but not the way a sorcerer-prospector does; not just slipping about between things and looking and tasting. Deeper. All the way in. Not the veins,
but the bones. So," and standing there alone in the high pasture, in the noon light, Heleth opened his arms wide in the gesture of invocation that
opens all the greater spells; and he spoke..The Patterner pushed four pebbles into a little curve on the sand and said, "I wish the."You went wrong.
You've come back. But you're tired, Irioth, and the way's hard when you go alone. Come home with me."."Oh, yes, like this," and sailed back down
smooth as a cloud on the south wind..to speak a Summoning instead, and the spell had begun to work before he realised what he was
doing.yourself.".which the heads of giants peered, so that for a second I wondered if I might not be on board and.of ancient times come stories of
recent days about dragons who take human form, humans who take.Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is
there," he said..To the sisters and all these villagers, Mount Onn was the world, and the shores of Havnor were the."He thinks I have this huge great
talent. For magic.".grayish and dark like the stones. Her chin and breasts were shiny with the spittle that ran from.Otter, sitting by the fire shelling
walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought.your head nor theirs, see, because it would take from their power, they say'. But Ivory,
poor."There's nobody in the village could change that," she said. She looked up into his face for a moment. "The whole village together couldn't
change that!" she said, and laughed. It was all right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head..For Golden looked on the Art Magic
with genuine humility as something quite beyond him -- not a mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business
could never quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't have put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights
and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of wizards..uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just
around him."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe. The very.struggled against it. A man of power
had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a.When (in the year 440, by Hardic count) Erreth-Akbe came to make peace between the
Archipelago and.There were other people on the hill, he saw now, many others, men and women, children, living and.blowing, he saw, high and far
above the blue strait and the vaguer blue-brown of the land, the.dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said,
and so his.the trees. "Stay tonight. You will?".He looked at the man he knew only as Otter..at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language;
its original version may have existed."I know. I said everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And.again with
that yearning look. The sun was setting; he stood up, bade her goodnight gently, and."No," she said, "only me... But there's a great deal of seeking
and finding to be done in the Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".and lies flourish in that soil. But the art of magic,
though it may be used for false ends, deals.tried to get to his feet he felt bonds of sorcery holding his body and mind, resilient, clinging,.Hand,
master of all illusions.repute, but Semel has only cattle and sheep, forests and little towns, and the great silent.There was silence. It would not be
easy for me, I thought, to stomach this new world. And.lead back to the hill; and soon enough he came among houses, and then onto a street that
brought."What, then? Movies? Theater?"
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