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The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.N.B.--The Roman numerals
denote the volume, the Arabic the page.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he
said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the
folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial
service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but
with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to
such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture,
purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the
encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage
of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed
upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following
verses:.The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will
tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know
the Speech of Birds dxcii.I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came,
even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are
about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of
elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that
was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea
and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with
me and sold it at a good profit..Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's
slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a
dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region
aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the
days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah
also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned
over his beauty and grace..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement
sighed..When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these
damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs.
Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those
who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment
but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and
prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes
[and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber
and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..44. El
Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but
somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The
broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the
jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith
to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at
his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts
must bow to her arbitrament..So each of them fared on with that which was with him and gave not over going till they met in one of the inns (33)
and each complained to the other of that which he had abidden of travel [in quest of custom] and of the lack of demand for his wares. Now each of
them had it in mind to cheat his fellow; so El Merouzi said to Er Razi, 'Wilt thou sell me that?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the other continued, 'And
wilt thou buy that which is with me?' Er Razi assented; so they agreed upon this and each of them sold his fellow that which was with him [in
exchange for the other's ware]; after which they bade each other farewell and parted. As soon as they were out of each other's sight, they examined
their loads, to see what was therein, and one of them found that he had a load of sheep's dung and the other that he had a load of goat's dung;
whereupon each of them turned back in quest of his fellow. They met in the inn aforesaid and laughed at each other and cancelling their bargain,
agreed to enter into partnership and that all that they had of money and other good should be in common between them, share and share
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alike..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed
exceeding wroth and was rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted
that the daughter of the Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will
bid beat thee and cast thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in
thy face, for that thou art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to
divorce; but he said, "Be clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the
kingdom of Irak.".Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and
the like of costly gems and bright;.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is
an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who
hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city].
And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she
groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them
before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself,
but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his
case.'.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second,
"Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its
former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police
refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his
might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the
horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the
Arabs.".Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he
said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have
a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the
ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and
[now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long,
so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..There was once in a
certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the trooper used to
come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one day the trooper
said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do thou say to thy
husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up her sojourn in
my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt
see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and give ear to that which
he shall say to thee."'.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon,
when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of
dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for
destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in
requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the
like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming
forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..The Fourth Day..When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat
down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy
gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I
failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but
this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will
deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a
ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with
gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A
MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".By
Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the right! (70).After that, there
appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and
on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were
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moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty
and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to
her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his
heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for
I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one
of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God
accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the
dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said
to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys
him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,
saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he
said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.? ? ? ? ? Favour or
flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept
for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the
wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El
Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason
was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case
and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the
slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the
recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel,
sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for
the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him
and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him
and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..100.
The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her,
"Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she
was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that
she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba
and she said to him, 'By Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth
a skilfuller than Ishac en Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages
(234) on the lute, and there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this
is no time to repeat it; but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do
what seemeth good to thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and
showed her a passage she knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon,
[sang and] presently returned to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made
manifest to her that her former usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and
foundation [of all perfection] in the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had
fallen to her lot of wealth and raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..? ? ? ? ? And when the sun of morning sees her visage and her smile,
O'ercome. he hasteneth his face behind the clouds to hide..? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning
doth pine,.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..? ? ? ?
? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ?
Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and
donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out
of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid
down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free,
he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When
the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required
her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and
how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me
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yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.To return
to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her
palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were
encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in
marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell
me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest
of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in
weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay,
nor the day they went.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home
in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he
went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and
diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of
Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him,
kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode
three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came
before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou
art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which
thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Poor Old Man, The Rich Man
who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.Presently, she heard a
blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head and
bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take
refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be upon
thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days, and
reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the
head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not
present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire
of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and
return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,'
rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt
bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I
may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she
took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks
come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in
himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a
hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant
and the old woman and the king.".Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and
viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it
is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in
amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said
to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will
put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle."
Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer,
where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah,
thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Then said El Aziz to the King of Baghdad, "I would fain speak a
word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is ours shall be thine and that which
is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais,
"Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest" So El Aziz said to him," I
desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is gifted of beauty and loveliness
and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the stead of smiting and
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thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her own hand; wherefore,
whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds
have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).When the dead man found himself alone, he
sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be
took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the
washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and
saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after
travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,'
answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..When came the time [of the accomplishment]
of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete,
there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the
mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy
and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy
abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the
shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..? ? ? ? ? b. The
Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.Then the rest
of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and
raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its
greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not
as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and
he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he
saw him not, and laughed..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Sharper, Story of the
Old, ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which
I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..Barmecides, Er
Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood
requite.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is
called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought
her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth
unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children
and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on
the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word
and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire raged in his entrails..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in
my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and
kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be
not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me.
Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated
me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast
discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I
will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my
way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me
with sorrows past allay..Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with
an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that
welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came
to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he
entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they
marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..56. El
Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and
lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her
separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and
straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my
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wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from
place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..Then they accosted the owner of
the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused
and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand
dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not
do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto
of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood
its folk.'.? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? It chances
whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my
life I do not reckon aye;.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon
he's bent!.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy
and he had raised their rank, [they sat down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that
they had a word that they would fain say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they
bespoke him with all that these latter had taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this
your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could
avail to put them to death and this would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my
hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the
offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not
to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me to-morrow.".? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would
humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.When the tither heard the old man's
speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and
leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man
followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have
patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him
this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no
domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the
much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls
dcli.Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for
his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he
and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their
hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate
was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of
[various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his
tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Then she told
him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island,
whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the
birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked
the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.'
And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and
at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and
confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their
delight..? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.So they ate and
Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like
unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the
other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all
whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be
disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I
cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of
him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es
Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh
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had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..Calcutta (1814-18) Text..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are
warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her
charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God incontinent." (119)
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