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? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the

world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..I blessed him and thanked him and

abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and

when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy

country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the

ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store

of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the

merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee!

Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..He abode weeping for the loss of his wife

and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the

sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast

nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone,

eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he

came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the

last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by

the gate..?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me

'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them

combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to

mine?.When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of

the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that

they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now

it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it

with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were

corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled

be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that

order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the

number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the

year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and

haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him

that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she

told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to

my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king

returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.'

Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and

wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth

galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.'

Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".Then came up El Abbas to the door of

the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he called

out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn

round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess?

Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned

his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword

and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in

sunder..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom,

(109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..Now King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of

labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon.

Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while

she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us;
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so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him

exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting

their horses, departed, fleeing..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked

at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at

this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us

rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of his

attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And every

day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I

went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old

Man's Story iv.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this

old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth

he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the

dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and

said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand

dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught

of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall

I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its

peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your

sight..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams

midst its boughs, were a sky.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well

done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE

TITHER..On like wise, O king," continued the youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown

contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.98. Isaac of Mosul and the

Merchant ccccvii.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..28. Hatim Tai;

his Generosity after Death dxxxi.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.So he repaired to the draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of

lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth

with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she opened to her and received her kindly and made

much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile. Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the

ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion.

When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and went away..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an

end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world

heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone

that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail

and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils

and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee

[the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until

the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black,

luxuriant hair; (256).? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..So she sent for

him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she

discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and

make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such

an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on

him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the

realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch

painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen

them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between

them.".So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was
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fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one,"

naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I

have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.'

Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a

long while, [without farther news]..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous

to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth

her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him,

till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to

Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a

limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we

discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth.

Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its

blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!'

Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent

before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou

and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two

side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five

months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy

coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy

presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High,

that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.Son and his Governor, Story of the

Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of

his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in

sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three

hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to

Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed

dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..162. Aboukir the

Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and

thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter

and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief

Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast

done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words

and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his

thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou

sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma

and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant,

avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days

she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these

words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade

those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained

her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let

each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the

bridle-rein..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's Daughter cccclxxvii.On this

wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her

chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and

seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the

king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the

matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder

youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and

she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.The old man laughed at
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her speech and her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth

she, "What is that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it

that is called wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing

found and of whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the

Jew, said to him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an

instrument for singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house,

brought him a lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's

house, so he might hear the singing..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his

brother, hoping that the sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one

of the islands. One day, the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will

buy yonder boy, so I may console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she

cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but

he answered, 'The sea parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this

wise a number of years passed..Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when

they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not

brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him

whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the

youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate

led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and

entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the

paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert,

eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of

his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid

the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..When the king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to

the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and

[to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house

and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused

and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and

agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she

was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by

night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,

to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was

bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this

woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he

gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the

folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..So saying, he put his hand to his poke

and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the

house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before

El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had

enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas

a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy

house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and

left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the

merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So

there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.The company

marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..They ate and drank and

sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought

with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me,

for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of

him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to
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him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where

hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of

the Barber's First Brother ci.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second

day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her

affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech

and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us

yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence

of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for

the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the

assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put

off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not

forth. (144).Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness,

(164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou

turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad,"

continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".There was once a man of the Arabs who had a

number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in loveliness, no, nor a more perfect

of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she excelled not in beauty, neither was she

praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's sake..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn

from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then

came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O

Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered

he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of

various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen

Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this

shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee

after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her

presence.'.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..112. Abdallah ben Nafi

and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore

he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers

entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the

confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry

me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him

to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's

will; we most submit..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he

said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt

do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered

she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and

do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of] my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt.

(35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to

thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and

weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So

do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in

my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will

mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her

forth;' and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to

wakefulness a prey..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear

that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there

remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose

and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:."There was once
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a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and

said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed

from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order

his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with

honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he

said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return.

Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own

country..Presently, his friends and acquaintances among the merchants and people of the market began to come up to him, by ones and twos, to

give him joy, and said to him, laughing, "God's blessing on thee! Where an the sweetmeats? Where is the coffee? (262) It would seem thou hast

forgotten us; surely, the charms of the bride have disordered thy reason and taken thy wit, God help thee! Well, well; we give thee joy, we give thee

joy." And they made mock of him, whilst he gave them no answer and was like to tear his clothes and weep for vexation. Then they went away

from him, and when it was the hour of noon, up came his mistress, trailing her skirts and swaying in her gait, as she were a cassia-branch in a

garden. She was yet more richly dressed and adorned and more bewitching (263) in her symmetry and grace than on the previous day, so that she

made the passers stop and stand in ranks to look on her..7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ?

e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..10.

The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the

captain said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the

dead have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our

arms are gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if

he hear no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this

service] two parts [of the booty]..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and

the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me

wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and

conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him

and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good];

whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case;

but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my

face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they

make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my

money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take

note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ?

? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.When Zuheir heard his

words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his

friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with

me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and

found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King

Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself

to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they

replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of

thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;

wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute

and sing; for never saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me.

Who am I that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I

am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought

but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and

obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly

for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and

required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.Meanwhile, the news spread

abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with
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whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair

and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king

said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had

hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all good, for indeed ye give me

loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said,

'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage, concealed my affair and hid my

secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire thine advantage, and even if thou

tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him money and gave to him and clad

him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving him to know that he was safe,

departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king] of the Greeks. Then he

entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the like..When it was the

seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy

long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?"

The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him,

"Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can

be no forgiveness for thee.".Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black

in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck

and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in

sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's

mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,

his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in the morning, he

said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought good for herself;

but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added the vizier) is this

story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and

rarities.".Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine

of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the

folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing

that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a

countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him

a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..When the old woman saw this, she

cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party

and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that

this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!'

Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said,

'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..Meanwhile, the youth abode

expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for

her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she

questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of

that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my

clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and

talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah,

saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her

hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease

from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space

and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or

more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between

herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to

infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..59. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.? ? ? ? ? The road of right

thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and

the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by
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thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept

also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he

ceased not to ponder the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug

there a deep pit and made in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and

made in it conduits of water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month

he used to go to the mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to

his bosom and kiss him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count

the days till the seven years should pass by..Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115.
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