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16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together,
I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than
thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I
went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which
hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he
related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his
laughter..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public (57) it were..Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward
addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him
and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer.
This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the
Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to
Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the
reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with
Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door]
and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by
me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and
said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his
house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was
a great deliverance after stress.'.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled
under the window; and when he was ware of them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own
house doth what he will and none hindereth him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine,
and to-morrow [another] matter; and from hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was
intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she,
"I am a lover and separated [from him I love]." Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?"
"By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?"
She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.I did
as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath
befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each
month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of
myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with
the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I
was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of
him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I
came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then,
is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none
dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell
to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its
troth to thee attributed;.O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her
speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to
the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that
which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the
folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of
His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she
and her sister Dinarzad..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss and
ravishment..The First Night of the Month.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price;
but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry
chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he
acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him
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into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk
laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he
understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry
it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought
leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments;
and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had
kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its
purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.One day,
as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the
place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard
her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to
come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst
fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her
and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's
house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.They have shut out thy person from my sight, iii. 43..So she donned a
devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It
belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to
the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to
her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she
entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel
said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There
standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and
giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to
the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with
thee in weal.'.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper
ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere.? ? ? ? ?
The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl
dlxxxvi.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas
the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the
foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the
owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs
of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and
versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history
of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier
have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and
they said, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh
Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on
whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify
thyself withal over (233) the people of the world.' She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, 'By Allah, this beseemeth none but the
Commander of the Faithful.'.THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI
AMRILLAH. (180).? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..So
she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw
the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour,
for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and
called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may
be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and
this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description
whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and
they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..It chanced one day that one of
the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city,
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disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.'
And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We
met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent
him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that
had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,'
answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for
his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the
land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..King who lost
Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..Then, when he rode to his house that he had bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave
him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad
them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black slaves and fifty horses and the like number of shecamels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad.
When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse
and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..A
white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her
sight, O rare! O excellent!.So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell
me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?'
Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So
the dealer took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen
and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand
dirhems, after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught
of service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall
I do with the like of this fellow?'.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my
spirit should long for the fare;.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke
and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer."
When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof
were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered
silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the
prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was
confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to
sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with
tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the pref'rence
aye, ii. 235..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter
fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth
unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming
forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he
wore a light turban of Damietta make..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and
Solomon dcccxcix.When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his
dwelling..? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? So be thou
kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I
(a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? I view her with yearning eyes and she seems to me A moon of the
summer, set in a winter's night..So the old man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and
sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned
back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on
the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His
neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man,
"seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon?
Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the
affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they
be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and
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his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and
her five Suitors dxciii.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of
her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a
company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried
behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy
looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not,
save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith
God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which
thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment
or despite..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the
morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the
young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a
place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing
elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.KING SHAH BEKHT
AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the
fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with
water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods,
belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he
went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul
prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with
child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the
day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her
clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but
no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Then she changed the measure and the
mode and sang the following verses:.Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.? ? ? ? ? And
when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".Then Selim turned to Selma and
said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know
not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel.
One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of
management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of
day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her
handmaid..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?" quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.Then she turned
to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him, for that,
when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting with him
and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what while he is
occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh and that she is
with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device succeed not with
him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in our hearts.' Quoth
Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty men of war, joined
themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true to your oath and your
troth-plight were you;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE
CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's
vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them.
Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this;
whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him
and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and
God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise,
O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper
other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent."."O elder," added she, "if
Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine
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endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am
of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured
against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware
of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..There
was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches
and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he
addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to
prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God
answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her
travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the
sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea might
have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the
merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may
console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.Then the girl went away, running, after
her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she
disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I
refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait]
till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with
this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the
money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself
with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his
eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered
they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling
Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it
under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what
the king purposed against him..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him
was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband.
Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of
good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore
avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the
first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would
never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou
speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to
her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else
news of him.'.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he
was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the
more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he
would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never
heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].Then came her brother to him and
said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he,
"If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's
brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat
down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst
thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered
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thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst
thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I
feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at
for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and
verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read
that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter."
Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee
for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the
princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself,"
answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the
nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent,
Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and entreated me with
kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon him and he took
pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;'
and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he
marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.So
she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen,
whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid
out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and plucked out his beard and disordered his
turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall of audience, and he in this plight, beating
upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said, "Would thy boon-companion had never been
and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el
Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not,
for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave
him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took
that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished
unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and
the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS
WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND THE ASS..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was
green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the
full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it
with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to
him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction,
this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? Would
he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Then they left him and dispersed
and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he
returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and
took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted
them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that
the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided
it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren.
Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his
time..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought
with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her
charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that
she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did
with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two
youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'.God, Of Trust in, i.
114..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to
prayer..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.I kissed his hand and thanked him, and as I was walking
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about, [waiting,] up came the guards and eunuchs with the women, who were weeping and crying out and taking leave of one another. The eunuchs
cried out to us, whereupon we came with the boat, and they said to the boatman, "Who is this?" "This is my mate," answered he, "[whom I have
brought,] to help me, so one of us may keep the boat, whilst another doth your service." Then they brought out to us the women, one by one,
saying, "Throw them [in] by the Island;" and we answered, "It is well." Now each of them was shackled and they had made a jar of sand fast about
her neck. We did as the eunuchs bade us and ceased not to take the women, one after another, and cast them in, till they gave us my mistress and I
winked to my comrade. So we took her and carried her out into mid-stream, where I gave her the empty calabashes (188) and said to her, "Wait for
me at the mouth of the canal." Then we cast her in, after we had loosed the jar of sand from her neck and done off her fetters, and returned..? ? ? ? ?
And whenas the dogs at a fountain have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now
incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..David and Solomon, i. 275..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the
damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of
Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent
to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus?
Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues
of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to
the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his
affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back
strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship]
with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him
abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to
the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his
good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to
do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and
prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk
do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap
the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God
the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter
and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the
sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had
given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen
him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Now the king had a brother,
whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his
[supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king
was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him
the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but
that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou
Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne,
donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him
and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this
wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent.
Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and
let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth
and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the
physician's assembly.'.So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street,
that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As
he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand
there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat
and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in
quest whereof I am going about.'.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming, madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of
abjectness repent..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.When Merjaneh had
made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue
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was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him
upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou
art, nor ever the soul can absent be..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had
been in the city of the king who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in
aught, but was still on his guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them
to the youth. When the latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief
in this sweetmeat, and I will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to
his house and set food before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright;
whereby the youth knew that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.'
Nor (continued the vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".There was once
aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill
and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the
intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat
on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..Thy letter reached me;
when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and
magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it
came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent
fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and
histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on
every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in
quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye!
What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us
in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we
digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God
is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy
be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the
underground place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came
down in haste, but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this
place, (234) for it is full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning,
assured that this was all but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is
this more extraordinary than the story of the king and the tither.".Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing
themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger
and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and
hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no
means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat,
wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my
price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the
prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king,
thou wouldst require me of service.'.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither,
and he said, "Know, O king, that.Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows
right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.When three nights had passed over her
with their days of the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making
choice of a dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good
breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after
him, so that strife was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to
make the youth king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves
to Selma, proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting]
the kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed
herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
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to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.When the appointed day
arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse
against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter
said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan
said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for
thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing
that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou,
what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath
departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So
he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Then they went to the youth and said to
him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like
again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and
drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my
requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and
said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave
matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not
escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the
chase..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..Presently, El Abbas cried out
at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee."
Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his
shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,
and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas
and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood
upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and
desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193.."There was once a
man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said
to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from
country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his
affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour
and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to
him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he
gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..Now there
was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said,
'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he
returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a
venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin
stuff and cast it on me. With this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women
will presently gather together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me,
running after me and saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing
me naked, tall, bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced
and said to me, "What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told
them that they would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this
device that she practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste
away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to
him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of
God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief
eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is
Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!"
Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O
my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and
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misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and
to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God
encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round
about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case.
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