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? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be

hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Officer's Story, The

Second, ii. 134..King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..A certain king sat one day on

the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over

against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder

house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was

passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took

the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for

the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him..31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night

came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".36. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.STORY

OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she

came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the

younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we

may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the

king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the

hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the

lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was

silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to

death..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..It chanced one day that he fell

in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that

country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.'

Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.'

Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth

repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.154. King

Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on

without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man,

whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and

delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go

with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul

prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him

and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from

beating and humiliation..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e.

Story of the Portress lxvii.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes,"

answered she. And he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the

love of the female for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones.

O Commander of the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but

that I fear to die, without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of

these words? I will assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black slaves he

proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the

Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Third Night of the Month.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King

Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth

and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops,

ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of

thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost

thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed

my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed,

this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in

the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of
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my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the

mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my

case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not,"

answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy

trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return

unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and

confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my

trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us

many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and

now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own

country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was

with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of him leave for the

eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly,

the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told

him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had

slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Then said

Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee

with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries.

Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done

thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the

littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of

foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth

endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him

not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him

by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION

WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Like the full

moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his

own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept;

whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing

after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her,

that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.Lavish of House and Victual to one

whom he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light

thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was

written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for

belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught,

the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they

laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with

them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers

mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou

shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth

of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..[On this wise he abode a pretty

while] and the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a

city of the cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to

his wont, in quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out

thereon his drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might

claim..One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay

down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless

and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his

scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself
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stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's

worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought]

and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers

and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon

everything in the shop..Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The

king was abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man

cccclxx.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..155. Hassan

of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the day broke and the

rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning- prayer." When he

heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls whereof were

painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of gold-embroidered silk

let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps burning before the

prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw this, he was

confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes and went to

sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? Though little, with beauty

myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of

hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with

God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into

execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the

East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194)

Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif

(195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life

is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou

shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to

that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the

manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty

and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse

him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What

sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the

son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of

death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the

kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks

sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was

silent and spoke not..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place.

When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike

thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we

may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered

the lavatory and washed..The First Night of the Month.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured

that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he

bade him depart to his own house..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave-

girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy

booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten

her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his

mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh,

who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her

heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is

as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were

consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home

and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I

send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".? ? ? ?
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? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..The Tenth Day..Now the king's vizier had

two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and

the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard

that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and

jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then

she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will

go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done

his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile

the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his

heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself

and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with

clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that

the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without

the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not

give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to

the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou

wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of

aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that

seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh

cxliii.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying

aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them,

"What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they

saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up

our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and

carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by

thy life.".One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me

than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he

may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose

and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish

is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to

me than any [husband].'.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in

wait!.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What

deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an

intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest

thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso

reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with

thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and

question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the

affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh

unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his

judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his

state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and

skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the

wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and

turning away] from that which he had believed..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..The Eighth Day..76 En Numan and the

Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem

the very sun had borrowed from her face..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.When the affair was prolonged upon the three

sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us,

do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer

went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the
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ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the

money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and

delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten

thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this

ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba

was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh,

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave

to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the next day till the evening..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? I'm the

keeper of the promise and the troth, And my gathering is eath, without impede.."There was once a king in the land of Teberistan, by name Dadbin,

and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not in her time a handsomer than

she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her name was Arwa. Now Dadbin

heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee that thou marry me to thy

daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said, 'Hasten unto this.'.? ? ? ? ?

a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Then she sent to acquaint her

father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not

looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of

jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king

heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam

went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors,

whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He

who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding;

and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee,

thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back

to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.Ibrahim and his

Son, Story of King, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the

Mouse dcix.So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog

would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I

purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at

day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and

when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the

tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to

share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er

Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went

saying to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..Then she folded the letter and

giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the

prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons,

clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand

to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it

open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper,

wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the

king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's

commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O

vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a

man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the

midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked

the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried

out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her

and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words,

they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the

hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against
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me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of

madmen!".? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..There was once

aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill

and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the

intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat

on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and

mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the

Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is

Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he

who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth

Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be

warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king

and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their

cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they

watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this.

Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress,

thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.125. The

Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall

myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief,

ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the

crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The

cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He

promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to

thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him,

and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and

gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..I was one day abroad on an occasion with

certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and

handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her.

Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me

more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the

goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast

captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from

childhood.".?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..One day, as the [chief] painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked

long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger;

so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew

[on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides, after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward

the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath, and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then,

when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath

and the adornment and ordinance thereof..All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ?

And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.Now the lodging in question adjoined the

king's house, and whilst the merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest

of my life,' he espied an opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found

that it was a window giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and

stopped it up again. But one of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the

stones pulled out, was wroth with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he

bade pluck out his eyes. So they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star

of ill-omen? First my wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The

Compassionate aided me not and endeavour was useless.'.Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..So

we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the

utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a
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dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the

money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young

man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered, when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I

stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into

your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son,

God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way

and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to

you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".Sixteenth Officer's

Story, The, ii. 193..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!"

For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went

round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life

but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld

a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the

door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am

she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou

hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and

thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my

mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she,

"Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh

and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added

she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no

superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they

should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of

mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and

smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us,

whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be

gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When

he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he

will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind

the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with

four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under

the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that

he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When

he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to

put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself

to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without

payment and give them nothing..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh

Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named

Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them.

One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his

time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this

saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the

truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King

Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? If

near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.It is said that, when the Khalifate

devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs

before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in

esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to

Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings
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are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O

Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an

exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit

and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"

rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).As I sat one day in my shop, there came

up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down

on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not

her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend

to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the

palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs

must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go

out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".Akil rejoiced in the coming of El

Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to

meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El

Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and

clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were

pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode

twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would

remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment,

Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..The Fifth Night of the Month
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Association Its Divine Origin and Purpose A Sermon
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