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Upstart by Steven Utley157.The Company has pulled out!.pieces of the mirror together. Now they could make out what the shape of the third
would be. "And if."Tell her IT! get on it Monday." She opened her mouth. "If you say anything about my bank account, 111 put Spanish fly in your
Ovaltine." She didn't humph, she giggled. I wonder how many points tfuzf is?."What happened to you?" asked Jack, and Amos told him..But not
quite. He still had to get one more endorsement But now it seemed possible, likely, even.months Selene and I were together, if I hadn't already
known about her, I'd never have guessed?".otherwise, asking about her tenants wasn't a new thing. I walked into the doilied room, and she looked
at.As soon as we got word that the strike was on, we walked off the job. It was 10:40 A.M. Those of.That smile was remarkable. It turned the light
hi her to dazzling incandescence..Multiples.music..After the funeral I went to the Los Angeles Public Library and started checking back issues of
the Times. I'd only made it back three weeks when the library closed. The LA. Times is thick, and unless the death is sensational or the dead
prominent, the story might be tucked in anywhere except the classifieds..occur outside, as well as inside, science fiction..her grey cloak and it fell
about her feet..rock one moment, then tried to jerk them loose the next The rope was very useful indeed, and neither.The North Wind was silent a
whole minute. Then he asked, "Why should I? The wizard built my cave for me. What have you done to deserve such help?".At midnight I was still
awake, sitting in number five in my jockey shorts with the light out and the door open. I listened to the ticking of the Detweiler boy's typewriter and
the muffled roar of Los Angeles. And thought and thought and thought. And got nowhere..truth of a piece of fiction matters, for aesthetic reasons.
To apply rigid, stupid, narrow, political standards.The Podkayne was lowered to the ground, and sadly decommissioned. It was a bad day for
Mary.Edward Bryant for "Stone".Then Darlene gasped..Selene. You're cheating."."That's right," said Jack. "And nearer than you think is a great,
grey, dull, tangled, boggy, and baleful swamp. The first piece is at the bottom of a luminous pool in the center. But it is so grey there that the grey
man would blend completely in with the scenery and never get out again. Up this one is a mountain so high that the North Wind lives in a cave
there. The second piece of the mirror is on the highest peak of that mountain. It is so windy there, and the grey man is so thin, he would be blown
away before he was halfway to the top. Two leagues short of over there, where the third piece is, there stretches a garden of violent colors and rich
perfume where black butterflies glisten on the rims of pink marble fountains, and bright vines weave in and about The only thing white in the
garden is a silver-white unicorn who guards the last piece of the mirror. Perhaps the grey man could get that piece himself, but he will not want to, I
know, for lots of bright colors give him a headache.".She was nothing if not honest. In the succeeding mornings, if I ran too slowly, she simply left
me behind. She was blunt about what she thought and not at all hesitant about disagreeing with me. Still, there was no verbal swordplay and no
pretense about her, which was as attractive in its way as Amanda's charming acquiescence. And I never ceased to be fascinated by the difference
between Amanda's serenity and Selene's coUed-spring energy.."If we don't make it home from this," I say at length, "if they never hear from us
back on Earth, never know what became of their starship?"."Ah, yes. The India." Moises nodded. "She is gone, in her catamaran, up the river. Two,
maybe three.He lost his balance and toppled over. His arms flailed for equilibrium, but never found it He struck the edge of the table. It caught mm
square across the hump on his back. He bounced and fell forward on his hands. He stood up agonizingly, like a slow motion movie, arching his
spine backward, bis face contorted in pain..At four o'clock the next morning when the dawn was foggy and the sun was hidden and the air
was.there was no verbal swordplay and no pretense about her, which was as attractive in its way as.a muse. If you give me twenty good ideas for
poems, I'll give yon your endorsement."."Hello, lover!" she brayed hi a voice like a cracked boiler. 'Tve lowered my price to a quarter. Are you
interested?" She saw my face and her expression shifted from lewd to wary. "What's wrong, Bert?".friendships. They were much closer to being a
team. Rivalries never died out completely, but they no.Although the room was already quiet, the silence seemed to ~intensify with these words.
Here and there in the audience, faces turned to glance curiously at one another. Clearly, this was not to be just another retirement speech. Congreve
went on. "We have already come once to the brink of a third world war and hung precariously over the edge. Today, in 2015, twenty-three years
have passed since U.S. and Soviet forces clashed in Baluchistan with tactical nuclear weapons, and although the rapid spread of a fusion based
economy at last promises to solve the energy problems that brought about that confrontation, the jealousies, mistrusts, and suspicions which
brought us to the point of War then and which have persistently plagued our race throughout its history are as much in evidence as ever..Mary Lang
sighed, slapped her thighs, and stood up. Like all the others, she was nude and seemed."At last it is about to happen," said the grey man. "Bat first,
Amos, you must have your reward for helping me so much."."It'll keep. It's cold out there, baby.".still don't really believe in them, but you will if
you stay here long enough?they know genetics. They really know it We have a thousand theories about what they may be like, and I won't bore you
with them yet, but this is one thing we do know. They can build anything they need, make a blueprint in DNA, encapsulate it in a spore and bury it,
knowing exactly what will come up in forty thousand years. When it starts to get cold here and they know the cycle's drawing to an end, they seed
the planet with the spores and ... do something. Maybe they die, or maybe they have some other way of passing the time. But they know they'll
return..leash. I could almost hear the crackle of contained energy within her.."Well enough," said Jack. "I gave him food and water when they
brought me some. I think he's.we go through the positions. Her breathing grows a little ragged; that is all. And yet she is more.glare at me. She
says, "You're not going to be working for any promoter in the business. New York says so.".for Gene Autry at Channel 5.).it up herself. Two
minutes; they could have tied a string to the leg of a frog and sent him down to do the.happened. Pauline Kael's Movie Loon is another such fiction;
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these little creatures we send scurrying."Then I shall hunt the deer no more," he said, "if you will give me leave to hunt that which is now all
at.102.just about the way Lorraine Nesbitt had described it If you called central casting and asked for a male."It's grotesque," Stella says..Someone
sat up beside him. He froze, but it was too late. She rubbed her eyes and peered into the.Smith is watching the planet Mars. The clockwork which
turns the Ozo to follow the planet, even.104.Between 1992 and 2002 more than six hundred improvements and supplements to the Ozo
were.immune to the inevitable despair of the castaway. Ralston in his laboratory was the picture of carefree.weakness to the one person among the
four who might possibly be her rival for leadership. He did not."Sure, no trouble." She went to the desk in the corner of the room and quickly wrote
the following."Nope." Jain shakes her head. ?I?m not going to need one.".presents problems legally, if nothing else. He's the captain of a ship and
should not leave it. That's what.snub!."What are you doing here?".The MacKinnons introduced themselves. His name was Jason. Hers was
Michelle. They lived quite nearby, on West 28th, and were interested, primarily, in the television shows they'd seen when they were growing up,
about which they were very well-informed. Despite a bad first impression, due to his associating them with Maggie of the green sofa, Barry found
himself liking the MacKinnons enormously, and before the next switchover he put his chair in the LOCK position. They spent the rest of the
evening together, exchanging nostalgic tidbits over coffee and slices of Partyland's famous pineapple pie. At closing time be asked if they would
either consider giving him an endorsement. They said they would have, having thoroughly enjoyed his company, but unfortunately they'd both used
up their quota for that year. They seemed genuinely sorry, but he felt it had been a mistake to ask..We have to have children." She looked back and
forth from Lang to Crawford, her face expressing.we have a problem. That was a great game of Zorphwar we had yesterday, and I most commend
yon on.Nolan wiped his forehead. Maybe he'd been too hasty, bringing Darlene and the baby here. But a man was entitled to see his own son, and
in a few months they'd be out of this miserable sweatbox forever. No sense getting uptight; everything was going to be all right.254."It's the only
way I know to make you go away and leave me alone.".talking, steadily, for three hours!.All six had the same blood group..I looked unhappily at
the couple standing in the outer office with my secretary. What a time for clients.unbroken anchors on the side farthest from him. There was a gush
of snow and dust; then the floor.after a few minutes, though, and held it, squeezing a bit from time to time. I was content.."The
girl-Nina?'*.227.After a while, she says, "Robbie, I'm cold,? and so I move bade to her and hold her and say nothing..If, after the first cell division,
the two offspring cells, for any reason, should happen to fall apart, each offspring cell may then go on to develop into a complete organism of its
own. The result is a pair of identical twins, each with the same genetic equipment and each of the same sex, of course. In a sense, each twin is a
clone of the other..Deep in a wood, so dark and tangled few men dared go, there was a small clearing. And in that clearing lived a girl and her
brother hart.shut that door, quick!".and before the next switchover he put his chair in the LOCK position. They spent the rest of the evening.that's
one of their featured stories this week. I wonder what they pay him. Last week their cover story."If he was, he would've starved. He was
deformed".she decided to separate us. I don't know why. I think she wanted him without me. I'm sure she thought he was an imp from hell. I almost
died. Fm not sure what was wrong. Apart, we weren't whole. I wasn't whole. He had something I didn't have, something we'd been sharing. She
would've let me die, but he knew and got blood for me. Hers." He sat staring at me blankly, his mind living the past.Here is yet another treat from
the master of the contemporary chiller. And speaking of chills, Robert Bloch's latest book is a collection of scary stories published by Doubleday
and titled Cold Chills..The North Wind rose up in his cave and sped toward the opening that was so high they could not see.201."Then it's good I
am going to get it for you," said Amos, "because even with your sunglasses, it would give you a terrible headache."."We like it here. It's a good
place to raise a family, not like Earth the last time I was there. And it.and kept his eyes firmly open..than any man in the world. Ugh! They give me
a headache. Go quickly, take your reward, and when you."No kidding. You can make a living by being a poet?".?I?ll certainly try it," Barry
promised. "But how do I get to be a member?".gracious, tasteful, and posh. At least from here in the second ring it seemed endless. It had a
seating.Her expression mercurially alters to sadness. "You're scissors, Robbie. All shiny cold metal. How.In the Hall of the Martian Kings by John
Varley.preserved without the chance of diminution by the interplay of genes obtained from a second parent.."Mary, I told you about that already,"
he complained. It was a gentle complaint and, even more.pipe from the rack on his desk..in such a way as to remove its nucleus, either by delicately
cutting it out or by using some chemical.To which her reaction was, alarmingly, to laugh..Is there any way of unspecializing the genetic structure of
somatic cells so as to allow them to."Do you know-I still can't believe it. This is my license: that's really incredible.".Company's gone! They've
struck their tents and left!"."So what do you want me to think?" I say..them didn't believe Song's theories but had an uneasy feeling of trespassing
when they went through the.pleading. Its screams continued, that one monotonous, hopeless note repeated over and over. It lowered.members of
Local 209 stand to benefit from the Project as much as the rest of the.some of the most beautiful photography that has ever graced a science fiction
film..But when he said it, it sounded false. It wasn't false.."Good." As though of its own volition her coat slipped off her shoulders onto the back of
the folding.I notice that the blowers have cut off. It's earlier than usual, but obviously there's enough body heat to.I sighed. Miss Tremaine closed
the pad. "Okay. No to Mrs. Carmknael and make appointments for."I'm just-"."Hold on, honey," Lang said dryly. "If you conceive now, I'll be
forced to order you to abort. We.In the cottage Brother Hart cried out in his sleep, a swift sharp cry. His hand went to his side and,.another
prototype. It had controls calibrated to one-hundredth of a second and one millimeter, and a.61.In the case of sexual reproduction, every new
organism has a.summer residents had gone back to jobs in the city or followed the sun south, and the winter influx of.So he lay down on the bed
and Hinda sat by him. She rubbed cinquefoil on his head to soothe it and sang him many songs, and soon Brother Hart was asleep..cut just a little,
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but he never was able to race again.".the living embodiment of the Protestant ethic. My nose was kept to the grindstone until I could no longer.were
mounted horizontally since their purpose was cushioning the acceleration of landing and takeoff..he, as our representative, had informed them they
could shove it and that despite the Mediator's pleas.That hardly seemed fan' to me. As though she read my mind, Selene said, "I didn't plan it; it
just.felt it sway lots of tunes, and I was no stranger to the wind..while through slotted eyes.
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