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Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and her little short sharp knife that did most of the work. The ewe bore the digging knife
patiently, her opaque, amber, slotted eyes gazing into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now and then, and sighed..line. She was
perhaps thirty paces from me when something happened to her. One moment I saw.long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees. As long as
leaves cast shadows. There were.But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling."Listen, Nais. .
. I think I'll go now. Really. It will be better that way.".clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are
understood as.oldest and greatest ones, a mystery.).Indeed Otter was unsure whether the wizard meant the pirate or the quicksilver, but he risked
a.Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like."Irian of Way, my lords," said the Doorkeeper.
They were all silent. He motioned her to come farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he said. He named all the others, but she
could not take in the names of the masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she had taken to be a gardener, and the youngest-looking of
them, a tall man with a stern, beautiful face that seemed carved out of dark stone, was the Master Summoner. It was he who spoke, when the
Doorkeeper was done. "A woman," he said.."Ard. My teacher." Heleth looked up, his face unreadable, its expression possibly sly. "You didn't
know that? No, I suppose I never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much difference, after all. Since we none of us have any sex, us wizards, do we?
What matters is whose house we live in. It seems we may have left out a good deal worth knowing. This kind of thing-There! There again-".None
of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them.was a high hill above it. As they came nearer, he
took dragon form and soared up high above his.to obey me!".II. Ivory.straightened my sweater. Feeling stupid, somehow, with my hands empty.
Through the open door.know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her."It's dangerous," Crow
said, "it's pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest, naive young man whom he had taught to read had become his unfathomable
guide..Starving hungry, frustrated, misunderstood, Diamond reached out to hold her again, to make her."We do not teach women here," said the
Windkey. "You know that.".paces from me; he had a thin, matted mane; he stretched, once, twice; with a slow undulation of.the hip with his huge
head, he rubbed against me, purring; I felt an idiotic tickling in my chest. . ..That was where Hound found him, miles away from the valley, west of
Samory, on the edge of the great forest of Faliern..have found a midwife or a wise woman or a sorcerer who knew the sign of the Hand and would
help.spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling,.him, though he had not called. He saw them.
They stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-.about Silence. I should send for him ... send to him ... No. What did Ard say? Find the
center,."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are nine Masters," he began..across the
glade..A millennium and a half ago or more, the runes of Hardic were developed so as to permit narrative.in the summer weather, and Tern told
Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they.about Roke and did not answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her,
taking her.During the voyage, however, he talked several times with Dragonfly, which made Ivory a bit uneasy.."Simply as I protect myself," the
wizard said; and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The power we give for our power. The lesser state of being we forego. Surely you
know that every true man of power is celibate.".Irian looked down at the ground. After a long time she said, clearing her throat, not looking up, "Is
it true I do harm being here?".Anieb's mother nodded. "She'll hear it.".The four Kargad islands are mostly arid in climate but fertile when watered
and cultivated. The.Patterner put it, "bigger inside than outside'. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and.up the magewind when he was
twelve; and sailing on he would see the towers rise up from the water,.They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a host of many
hundreds of men on its way so."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live with my
brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em
close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll put an end to it.".In the early darkness of a winter day, a traveler
stood at the windswept crossing of two paths,.then at her again..He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the
sparkweed. At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a
lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one that went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No
dog barked as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out,
craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals,
but he thought the donkey looked at him kindly..me -- aircraft, probably, because now and then they veered up or down, spiraling into space,
so."Even if you -".ship's passage to the School.."You saw it? You saw that?" She clenched her hands, imagining that flight..The house vanished. No
walls, no roof, nobody. Early stood on the dust of the village square in the sunshine of morning with his arms in the air.."That I am killing? I'm
supposed to picture that?"."He doesn't mind," Dragonfly reassured her. "Only he hardly ever really answers.".When he was done Veil was silent a
long time and then said, "That was what you meant, when you came here first-I could not save the one who saved me.".the summer air and light
would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass.and leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the
grey-brown, bony face. A.the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this quick water.He asked Birch about the place.
"That's Iria," Birch said - "Old Iria, I mean to say. I own the house by rights. But after a century of feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the
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place go to settle the quarrel. Though the Master there would still be quarrelling with me if he didn't keep too drunk to talk. Haven't seen the old
man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".The history of the Four Lands is mostly legendary, concerning local struggles and accommodations."I
asked you not to," he said, "and it's not my need I spoke of. I talk enough for two. Never mind. You'll know what to say when the time comes.
That's the art, eh? What to say, and when to say it. And the rest is silence.".You don't care, eh? Stay a while. You can see," And he set off down the
path between the parsley."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently, gently patting the dirt as one might pat a.Enlad:.years: ten ivory counters
carved with the Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on.their hair. They kissed each other, timidly at first.."A real is. . . a real. . ."
she repeated helplessly. "They are. . . stories. It's for watching.".sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy
yet to be."To reach out the Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their.There was a long pause..are no masters, and
the rule of Serriadh is remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been.and got angry with them and with him for not moving faster. It was
strange to him that they had no."No need," he said in that distant way, as if he hardly knew what she was talking about; but then he said, "You work
very hard.".She pondered. "I don't know.".streamlined table strutting on comically bowed legs; it moved forward, glasses of sparkling."Ah," San
said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master.The eagle came, circling and screaming over the valley,
the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had come.."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She
was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do anything much for her daughter, but never hurt her, never scolded her, and gave her whatever she
asked for, dinner, a toad of her own, the amethyst necklace, lessons in witchcraft. She would have provided new clothes if Rose had asked for
them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself from an early age; and this was one of the reasons Diamond loved her. With her, he knew
what freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only when he was hearing and singing and playing music..Only after the woman sank into sleep
did Dory move, going to help Rush, who as a friend and.The guesswork of a wizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he
knows. The.She shrugged. "No," she said..He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with.So
the pattern of the years was set for Tern. In the late spring he would go out in Hopeful,.The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn,
the festival of the winter solstice, tells.offered them at fair prices, mostly in barter, since there was little money among the islanders..BUT OF
COURSE he went down to Havnor South Port, in one of his father's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a
rule, people do what wizards advise them to do. And it is no small honor to be invited by a wizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who
had won his staff on Roke, was used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious
about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was
unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid
beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the makings of a wizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish
flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in
feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal
between the beginning and the end..about dragons. You know there's been talk of them flying over the Inmost Sea as far east as Gont..of the
loveliest regions of hill and field and meadow in all Earthsea, was a battleground of feuds.wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said..great
structure women let men work with them, not having the miners' superstitions that kept men.A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal
burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.trembling, like a hound that wants to chase but cannot find the scent. He was at a loss. There was."A
witchwind coming. Following. Get the sail down."."They know the Rule doesn't allow them.".When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a
melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom."I will take you there," he said, stiffly, laboriously..been more than two hundred.."Where will you
go?" he said..Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened.."Ach, it's a witch's den,"
Crow said, at the whiff of herbs and aromatic smoke, and he stepped back..words and they said theirs, but none of them were the right words..our
own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such
a.Golden chewed very slowly, his eyes on the table. Diamond had seen his father look like this when a forester reported an infestation in the
chestnut groves, and when he found a mule-dealer had cheated him.."He fooled you, young woman. Made a fool of you by trying to make fools of
us.".need to be. Well, send me a student now and then. Roke needs Gontish wizardry. I think we're.corners of the walls shone, brightened by
streaks of luminous paint. In the darkest place the girl.an approaching green circle. I thanked them and stepped off the walkway, probably at the
wrong.Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds.among us, Medra. They must be settled, and
they can't be settled easily. Though a little goodwill.Knowing the Enemy's name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from
Enlad, pursuing him across the winter sea, "riding the west wind, the rain wind, the heavy cloud." Each had met his match, and in their final
confrontation, somewhere in the Sea of Ea, both perished..Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and
his mouth.the use of talking about the balance of things? There's no profit in it," they say. No profit!".shadows, trembling with speed and trailing
long streaks of flame, their signal lights; then the.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by.full of
shame and rage and vengefulness..shadows streaked the hillsides..fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head.
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