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112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.When the boy saw what the

treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning

his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and

saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode

confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he

arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound

of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or

to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..Eleventh Officer's

Story, The, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.?

? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.They tell that

Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful,

may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done

justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her

saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she

purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet,

'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God

cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which

they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from

the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice

and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is

aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken

was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded

that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom

when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came

out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is

thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan

said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry

the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the

king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his

charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this

wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..Then they all four arose, laying

wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn

el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off

safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch

and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the

old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign

ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound

their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii.

224..? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".TABLE OF

CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst

of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a

servant in waiting at your door!.Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set

with pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the

magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of

Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden

among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the

pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find

her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.So, when the night darkened, we sallied forth to
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make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we came to the by-street where

was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said to my comrades, "Methinks I

spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came presently out again and said,

"I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied this street and seeing its

cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a guardian to keep watch

over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house." But I answered, "I seek

refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By Allah, we will not deposit

her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her with him till the break of

day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to whom said I, "O my lord,

take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her standing at the door of your

house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it is most fit that she pass the

night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would

relent; They'd marvel, indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..He [seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst

she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and

kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes

on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going

down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey

cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from the pots and brought it to him..Then he took my clothes and washed them

and dried them, and put them on me; after which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me,

till I came thither, when he said to me, "May God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I

am beholden to thee for kindness; but henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of

polity, praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and

shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days

and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection,

who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came

fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm,

and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made

himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..Then she changed the

measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said,

'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.Wife and the Learned

Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of

heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore

and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom

and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised

on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all

manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed

it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of

alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the

folk of understanding and amazed the wit..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.As time went on, the boy, the son of the

king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied

forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now

they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and

gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they

fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled.

Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and

comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son

of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two

children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the

king of those parts found him and carried him to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son,
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giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy,

for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the

king died and they crowned the youth king in his room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs

prospered..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and

flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers

aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he

told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he

acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the

prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his

own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third

dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even

as saith of her one in the following verses:.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but

she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I

want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be

drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of

the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder,"

rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he,

"They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never

drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very

forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited

the following verses:.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into

his affair.".? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning glitters bright.49. The Man who stole

the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's

daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned

[from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night,

she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she

ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her

to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the

king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the

folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High

that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".So they carried

him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of

Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made

a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of

his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in

the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth

nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of

my intent.".But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is

that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question

her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and

let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will

come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the

old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.So she

donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he,

'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired

to the young man's house and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to

her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she

entered and did her occasion and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel

said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There

standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and
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giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to

the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with

thee in weal.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you

remain..54. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who

will, let him chide..Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the

Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and

drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace

of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand

sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ?

? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa.

The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh

dcccclxxxix-Mi.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great

rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five

hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to

him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the

astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the

astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to

the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he

had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and

embarked on the sea, so he might travel..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should

be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after

long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be

king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and

came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant

and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not

with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to

him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it

about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of

its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs

must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of

person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and

chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he

desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..The Third Day..16. The

Fox and the Crow cl.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the

Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and longing pain.? ? ? ? ? And

pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my

love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..Thy presence

honoureth us and we, i. 13..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who

hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread

and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the

smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at

this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing

upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a

stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was

amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the

picture.".Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust

They prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the

kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the

earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost
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kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former

usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of

marriage with her..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Then said Shehrzad, "They avouch, O king, (but God [alone]

knowest the secret things,) that.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things

have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed

and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in

the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she

might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and

pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms

to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and

Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch;

whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn,

(224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the

circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of

my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth

to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy

charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when

she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of

dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for

destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in

requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the

like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming

forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he

took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt

assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and

five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and

blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had

practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ?

? ? His eyelids' sorcery from mine eyes hath banished sleep; since he From me departed, nought see I except a drowsy fair. (137).?THE

DISCIPLE'S STORY..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one

night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee

[and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High

had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my

death.'.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate

their drought..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me

and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..We sat down and I looked at him who had opened the door to us, and

behold he was lopped of the hand. I misliked this of him, and when I had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon

and lit the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed

the house was full of these. When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour.

Now he was none other than the man who had fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that I knew

not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting

furtive glances at me..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet

sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For

indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of

Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of

that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said,

"O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of

which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that

which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two

caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set
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forth at length my case and my design;.? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..King's Son of

Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..[When the appointed day arrived], I

arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the]

morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth

he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to

drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to

me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".? ? ? ? ? b.

Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he

told him that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew

that the king went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his

commandment and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But,

if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow

cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town]

and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had

painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should

discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the

age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of

Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O

father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered,

saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the

commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil

cheer..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee

languishment?.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and

presently awaking, said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I

will not eat of a thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for

that I am overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee

that which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him

speak of the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of

Damascus and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story

dccccxxxix.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that

which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of

the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind,

before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To

proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee

aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear,

ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of

that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on

thee!'.Now the merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them]

and let the purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and

seized upon the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here

but you.' Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round

about them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they

brought not out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two

boys and lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I

may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The

state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its

production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially

is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single

instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered
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into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in

those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in

the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once

more to tender my warmest thanks..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning

art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept tryst doth watch the weary night!.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled

King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and

said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still

requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O

king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his

affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and

enviers.".Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife

dcccclxxx.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163)
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