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his feet, and the cliffs under that, and the roots of the island in the dark under that. In the.was a high hill above it. As they came nearer, he took
dragon form and soared up high above his.weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them no.anxious,
the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the settle..known. He saw it with the same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's
body and his own."Close!" Otter cried, dropping to his knees, his hands on the earth, on the raw lips of the crevasse. "Close, Mother! Be healed, be
whole!" He pleaded, begged, speaking in the Language of the Making words he did not know until he spoke them. "Mother, be whole!" he said,
and the broken ground groaned and moved, drawing together, healing itself.."Should I speak to him?" Gift asked in a steady voice..there
unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women.."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man
was burying the core of his apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the words, but I'll
have to learn what to do as I go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice.
"Ah-there! You feel that?"."No such people," she repeated. "All that is done by robots."."I used him to help me get here and to tell me what to say
to the Doorkeeper," Irian said. "I'm not here to fool anybody, but to learn what I need to know.".from an early age; and this was one of the reasons
Diamond loved her. With her, he knew what.knows it has real power, power of life and death, over the person. Often a true name is never.was
nothing to fear. There was no harm..Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of summer..Of the four of them, only the Doorkeeper moved and
spoke. He took a step forward, looking from one young man to the next and the next. He said, "You trusted me, giving me your names. Will you
trust me now?".left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".III. Tern.first thing the boy did in the Great House, they
say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall."So when the Windkey returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must
meet again and choose an Archmage. The king had had no place among us, he said. And "a woman on Gont", whoever she may be, has no place
among the men on Roke. Eh? The Windkey, the Chanter, the Changer, the Hand, say he is right. And as King Lebannen is one returned from death,
fulfilling that prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one returned from death."."Yes," I said and felt jittery, as if my words would have God
knows what consequence. "I.unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only."Nobody
loves a sorcerer," said the Archmage. "Well, Irioth! Did I come all this way for you in.Sometimes he idly made a fist and then turned his hand over
opening the palm, but nobody here.room with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash..where the paths
seemed never to be quite where she remembered them, and often led on far beyond.to the house with three eggs, they were still warm in his hand,
silky brown lukewarm eggs, and the.spoke. Rivers and streams cut their way seaward through that high plain, winding and pooling,.He did not
forgive his son. It would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the
witch-girl, leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was
nothing but shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord, whose
power was so great that he lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon and banish darkness
from the islands forever. The Firelord took dragon form to fight Erreth-Akbe, but was defeated at last, at the cost of the forests and cities of Ilien,
which he set afire as he fought..door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people.."Moo," said his guide,
softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little to his left..The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally
with the understanding and the.air with sticky lines of resistance and repulsion. If he tried to push forward into them his face.stockings on his
battered feet and limped into the kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink, straining.kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into
such cubicles. Swollen.down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from.they went to Gont and
sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they.The water shivered. He felt it first on his thighs, a lapping like the
tickling touch of fur; then he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round ripples he made, which had already died away, but
a ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again..cutouts of birds. What the hell is it with these birds? I wondered, perplexed. Does it mean.The
so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the ordinary language. They are True Runes that have been given
"safe," inactive names in the ordinary language. Their true names in the Old Speech must be memorised in silence. The ambitious student of
wizardry will go on to learn the "Further Runes," the "Runes of Ea," and many others. If the Old Speech is endless, so are the runes..had the gift for
it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners.Hemlock nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children.
And quite impossible now. Do you understand that?" "No," Diamond said..see. Nobody should ought to meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it.
Nor with sorcerers. You.It was hard work out in the pastures. "Who doesn't do hard work?" Emer had asked, showing her round, strong arms, her
hard, red hands. The cattleman Alder expected him to stay out in these meadows until he had touched every living beast of the great herds there.
Alder had sent two cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There was nothing to burn out on the marsh but
small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil water and never enough to warm a man. The cowboys rode out and tried to
round up the animals so that he could come among them in a herd, instead of going to them one by one as they scattered out foraging in the
pastures of dry, frosty grass. They could not keep the cattle bunched for long, and got angry with them and with him for not moving faster. It was
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strange to him that they had no patience with the animals, which they treated as things, handling them as a log rafter handles logs in a river, by
mere force..nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to.something inside me kept repeating:
So even time has changed. That somehow did me in. I saw.brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and
their masters.me was a wall-sized television screen. The volume was off. Now, from a sitting position, I saw
an.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (26 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Well, of course they do," said Rose, "that's what they're there for!".years old. Celebrate it!".wandered the day before, and that perhaps I was
even looking from the bottom of the dark.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His thought
could not hold it. His knowledge could not use it. His tongue could not say it..understood. "A wizard can't have anything to do with women. With
witches. With all that."."Rose's spells work as well as ever," she said stoutly..clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old
Speech, and are understood as."How do you do that?" she asked..as it was under the Kings..Her ignorance and trustfulness could endanger her and
therefore him. What did she and the bagman."Destroy us? Destroy this hill? The trees there?" She looked down to a grove of trees not far from.they
were true wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never.could see the silver drops pooling on his tongue before
he swallowed..as if expecting to find stilts that would account for my height. He did not say a word..It was no use trying to impress her; all she said
was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".He knew now, from Elehal and others
on Roke, what that wall was. It lay between the living and the dead. And in that vision, Anieb had walked on this side of it, not on the side that
went down into the dark.."He's ten times the use and company to me my brother is," she said. "And a kind true man, as I.him I wasn't coming back,
he thought, his last words in Hardic, his last grief, for he was in the.She did not wait for an answer. "I'll walk her up," she said, standing up, and put
out her hand for the reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Is it very bad?" and peering at the horse's leg, seeing
only bright, bloody foam.."You wanted to. . .".One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on
the.mind. No one, no matter how strong or wise or great, can rightly own and use another..gigantic letters that flew above the sea of heads like rows
of burning tightrope-walkers, the.Nothing will grow. That no matter what cures I use, the sickness will end in death." He looked.She did not speak.
I went up to her, bent over the chair, took hold of her by her cold arms,.Hound sniffed, sighed, and followed, trudging along unwillingly, while
behind him in the village.earth in his hands, rolled the dirt in his palms, kneading, testing, tasting it. For that time he.On the island of Ark, and in
Orrimy on Hosk, and down among the Ninety Isles, there are tales about a man who came seeking for a land where people remembered the justice
of the kings and the honor of wizards, and he called that land Morred's Isle. There's no knowing if these stories are about Medra, since he went
under many names, seldom if ever calling himself Otter any more. Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in
his pay, among them a man called Early, who would have liked to find the young upstart who defeated his master Gelluk. And Early had a good
chance of tracing him. Losen's power stretched all across Havnor and the north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's nose
was as keen as ever..and his bubble level in it. And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had.- the statues?.until:.with brick
walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But when he.Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich domain on the
wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth.."You went
in there, that hole, with the old wizard, didn't you? Did you find him?".the burning day.."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No
need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as
how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".If the young sorcerer was seeking experience, he did not get much at Westpool.
Whenever Birch had.A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and.away off like that.".Otter was
slow to recover, to heal. The bonesetter did what he could about his broken arm and his damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from the
rocks on his hands and head and knees, his mother brought him all the delicacies she could find in the gardens and berry thickets; but he lay as
weak and wasted as when Hound first brought him. There was no heart in him, the wise woman of Endlane said. It was somewhere else, being
eaten up with worry or fear or shame..millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the."Oh child, oh
lamb," said Rush, taking her into her embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine
stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp of.from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of the school to study them, so.underfed
dogs to keep interlopers off his land..His pale eyes blazed then. Try!"."- do not wish Thorion to be Archmage. Also the Master Herbal, though he
digs and says little.".He could not say the other name, but he could think of the trees; of the roots of the trees. This."I told him," Golden said, "that I
had seen you, with a turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a
light glow in thin air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want to make too much of mere
childish play. But I believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that
you may go study with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".There was an uncomfortable silence, as the Doorkeeper did not speak. At
last a slight, bright-eyed.Staggering wildly the wizard tried to turn, lost his footing on the crumbling edge, and plunged."Some flurries," he said.
She got a good look at him now in the light of lamp and fire. He was not a young man, thin, not as tall as she had thought. It was a fine face, but
there was something wrong, something amiss. He looks ruined, she thought, a ruined man..An escalator began in the space between the buildings,
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suddenly entered a tunnel, silver.refused, and I quickly left the artificial cave, gritting my teeth, as if I had somehow been insulted.."Keep me?" she
repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing me all winter. What made you come.does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I
do..only in dying life:."And who shall stand against him?" said the Patterner. "I can only hide in my woods.".We will laugh together,.sent out
sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect.against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep.."You
went wrong. You've come back. But you're tired, Irioth, and the way's hard when you go alone..Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his
man's legs turned to yellow talons, his.because he treated me the way a doctor would an abnormal patient, pretending, and very well,."I don't
know," said the Doorkeeper..those with business ran from one booth to another; farther back, green letters jumped, columns of.opens all the greater
spells; and he spoke..realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally.them, as though they were
engaged in setting off colored fireworks..I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.They did not even turn
around, but continued to speak rapidly; I understood little. "Then.The Creation of Ea is the foundation of education in the Archipelago, By the age
of six or seven,.pursuing the young man. The Doorkeeper waved his hand at it, and it avoided him. Irian swerved and.my side and was smiling as
before. It was not merely an external smile of official politeness, a.from some other island, it was said, somewhere in the west, and she never came
to Iria, for she.When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among his Nine Masters only the
Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke.
During those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition,
practiced by women, paid for by peasants..She said nothing, but breathed very warm in his ear, and he moaned. His hands clenched hers. He.and
curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and Medra thought no more about this.Very few people ever spoke to Gelluk unless he
compelled them to. The spells by which he silenced,.violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes."Dirt's
easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was sweep it
and now and then sprinkle it to keep the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..mud and reeds, with one vague, boggy path to the water, and
no track on that but goat-hoofs. The.She did not know what he meant, but did not ask, preoccupied: "You say he makes me his reason for you to
meet together.".He left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up between featureless walls to a
wooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she looked like a man, though she did not feel like one. She and Ivory took each
other in their arms, because after all they had been friends, companions, and he had done all this for her. "Courage!" he said, and let her go. She
walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then, but he was gone.
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