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Besides, he couldn't any longer afford to spend endless hours either learning a new language or attending the opera. His life was too full, leaving

him insufficient time for the Bartholomew search..Returning the newborn to the nun, Celestina asked for the use of a phone, and for privacy..Barty

approached stair climbing as a mathematical problem, calculating the precise movement of each leg and placement of each foot necessary to

successfully negotiate the obstacle. He proceeded less slowly on the next three steps than he had on the first three, and thereafter he ascended with

growing confidence, pumping his legs with machinelike precision..When the old man died and Agnes inherited the property, the three of them

played cards in the backyard for the first time on the day of his funeral, played openly rather than in secret, almost giddy with freedom. Eventually,

when Agnes fell in love and married, Joey Lampion joined their card games, and thereafter, Jacob and Edom enjoyed a greater sense of family than

they had ever known before..Then the hero got in the sedan with his friends, and they drove away into the sun-splashed morning..The rough

massage had only just begun to bring a little relief to Junior's legs when Sparky returned with six stoppered rubber bags full of ice. "This was all the

bags they had down at the drugstore.".Soon he dispensed with picture books and progressed to short novels for more accomplished readers, and

then rapidly to books meant for young adults. Tom Swift adventures and Nancy Drew mysteries captivated him through the summer and early

autumn..Sitting up in bed, he passed a little time reading favorite, marked passages in Zedd's You Are the World. The book presented a brilliant

argument that selfishness was the most misunderstood, moral, rational, and courageous of all human motivations..His body ached, too, especially

his back, from the battering that he had taken. He remembered hitting the floor with his chin, and he supposed that he might have gotten knocked

about the face more than he realized or remembered. If so, there would be bruises soon, but bruises would fade with time; in the interim, they might

make him even more attractive to women, who would want to console him and kiss away the pain-especially when they discovered that he had

sustained his injuries in a brutal fight, while rescuing a neighbor from a would-be rapist..San Francisco's pre-Christmas cheer had deserted it. The

glow and glitter of the season had given way to a mood as dark and ominous as The Cancer Lurks Unseen, Version 1..Through her efforts, the

Bright Beach Public Library sponsored an amibitious oral-history project financed by two private foundations and by an annual strawberry festival.

Local retirees were enlisted to record the stories of their lives, so that their experiences, insights, and knowledge wouldn't be lost to generations yet

unborn..The spirit of Bartholomew . . . will find you ... and mete out the terrible judgment that you deserve..This was pathetic. Only thickheaded

fools, unschooled and unworldly, would be shaken into confession by ham-handed tactics like these..Koko changed directions with a fantastic pivot

turn and bounded after the girl..So it became dangerous to practice sorcery, except under the protection of a strong warlord; and even then, if a

wizard met up with one whose powers were greater than his own, he might be destroyed. And if a wizard let down his guard among the common

folk, they too might destroy him if they could, seeing him as the source of the worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those years, in the minds

of most people, all magic was black..By mid-March, he had exhausted the possibilities of Bartholomew as a surname. By the time that he shot

himself in September, he had combed through the first quarter million listings in the directory in search of those whose first names were

Bartholomew..Needlepoint provided no sanctuary. Junior's hands trembled just badly enough to make accurate stitchery impossible..Murder itself

was easy, but the aftermath was more draining than he had anticipated. Although the ultimate liability settlement with the state was certain to leave

him financially secure for life, the stress was so great that he wondered, in his darker moments, if the reward would prove to be worth the risk..ice

bags. I almost laughed at his tendency to morbidness and self dramatization. The living dead had not come to get him: just some rubber ice

bags..Fear clotted in Junior's veins, and he stood like an impacted embolism in the busy flow of pedestrians, certain that he himself would at any

moment succumb to a stroke..Throughout lunch and, indeed, during his hours as an outpatient at the hospital, Barty gave no indication that he

understood the gravity of his situation. He remained cheerful, charming the doctors and technicians with his sweet personality and precocious

chatter..He almost opened the paper atop the quarter before seeing it. Shiny. Liberty curved across the top of the coin, above the head of the patriot,

and under the patriot's chin were stamped the words In God We Trust..The three adults exclaimed at the disappearance of the quarter, applauded

again, and looked knowingly at Tom's hands, which had closed at the sudden conclusion of all the flourishes..Recalling how the title of the

exhibition had resonated with him when first he'd seen the gallery, brochure, Junior felt certain now that a tape-recorded early draft of this sermon

was the kinky "music" that accompanied his evening of passion with Seraphim. He couldn't remember one word of it, let alone any element that

would have deeply moved a national radio audience, but this didn't mean that he was shallow or incapable of being touched by philosophical

speculations. He'd been so distracted by the erotic perfection of Seraphim's young body and so busy jumping her that he wouldn't have remembered

a word, either, if Zedd himself had been sitting on the bed, discussing the human condition with his customary brilliance..Through miles of worry,

natural beauty, imagined omens, and the iron-red sands of Mars, they drove at last to Franklin Chan's offices in Newport Beach.."Sometimes these

sympathetic vibrations are very apparent, but alot of the time, they're so subtle that you can hear them only if you're unusually perceptive.".Agnes

was so weary, her eyes so sore and grainy, that even this soft radiance stung. She almost closed her eyes and gave herself to sleep again, that little

brother of Death, which was now her only solace. What she saw in the lamplight, however, compelled her attention..As Celestina settled on the

sofa with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit more courage, Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".On

one particular street in Bright Beach, however, the most significant event of the year occurred on a pleasant afternoon in early April, when Barty,
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now nine years old, climbed to the top of the great oak and perched there in triumph, king of the tree and master of his blindness.."He's crafty, you

say. Can you use him?"."Naomi, are you in there?" Junior whispered again, peering into the windows of the girl's soul..Surprisingly, he received a

lot of gratification from voicing this insult, even though Vanadium was too dead to hear it..Harrison was a Baptist, Vanadium a Catholic, and

although they approached the same faith from different angles, they weren't coming to it from different planets, which was the feeling Vanadium

had been left with following their conversation. It was true that Enoch Cain could never be brought successfully to trial for the rape of Phimie,

subsequent to her death and in the absence of her testimony. And it was also uncomfortably true that exploring the possibility that Cain was the

rapist would tear open the wounds in the hearts of everyone in the White family, to no useful effect. Nevertheless, to rely on divine justice alone

seemed naive, if not morally questionable..When the sound-suppressor was properly attached to the pistol, Junior Cain leaned closer to the girl,

peered into her eyes, and whispered, "Naomi, are you in there?" Near the top of the stairs, Barty thought he heard voices in his bedroom. Soft and

indistinct. When he stopped to listen, the voices fell silent, or maybe he only imagined them..Outside, flames churned to the left and right of the

opening. The front of the house was afire..Into Barty's darkness came light that he had not sought. He saw his smiling Mary on his lap as she

lowered her hands from his temples, saw the faces of his family, the table set with Christmas decorations and many candles flickering..A SEVERE

THIRST INDICATED to Agnes that she wasn't dead. There would be no thirst in paradise..He nodded. "The effect not only comes before a cause

in this case, but completely without a cause. The effect is staying dry in the rain, but the cause-supposedly walking in a dryer world-never occurs.

Only the idea of it."."In the early hours of January seventh," Nolly continued, "Miss White died in childbirth, as you figured."."As I explained, he

might have thought I was you," Edom said, staring at the neatly ordered volumes on the nearby bookshelves..After prying Junior out of the

meditative position, Chicane pushed him onto his back and vigorously--indeed, violently--massaged his thighs and calves. "Really bad muscle

spasms," he explained..Being ruthlessly honest with himself, as always, he acknowledged that killing Tammy would not solve his problem. She

might have told friends and colleagues about the Rolex, just as she had surely shared with her girlfriends the juiciest details about Junior's

unequaled lovemaking. During the two months that he and the cat woman dated, others had heard her call him Eenie. He couldn't kill Tammy and

all her friends and colleagues, at least not on a timely enough schedule to thwart the police..Champagne, then, and two shopping bags packed full

of Armenian takeout. Sou beurek, mujadereh, chicken-and-rice biryani, stuffed grape leaves, artichokes with lamb and rice, orouk, manti, and

more. Following a Baptist grace (said by Grace), Wally and the three White women, a fourth present in spirit, sat around the Formica-topped table,

feasting, laughing, talking about art and healing and baby care and the past and tomorrow, while up on Nob Hill, Neddy Gnathic sat tuxedoed  at a

lacquered black piano, sprinkling diamond-bright notes through an elegant room..When Junior checked his Rolex, he realized that he didn't know

how long he'd been sitting here since Ichabod had driven off in the Buick. Maybe one minute, maybe ten..Thursday evening, his third in the hotel,

he returned to the lounge for cocktails and another steak. The same tuxedoed pianist provided the entertainment..The popeyed little toad smirked

over there on the far side of his pretentious desk..Agnes remained mystified by this talk, but a week before, in the rain-swept cemetery, she had

learned there was substance to it..Paul checked the back of the Suburban, since he fancied himself the wagonmaster. He wanted to be sure that the

goods were loaded in such a way that they were unlikely to slide or be damaged. "Packed tight. Looks just fine," he declared, and closed the

tailgate door..exercise. Although they expected him to be dizzy, he had no difficulty whatsoever with his balance, and in spite of feeling a little

drained, he wasn't as weak as they thought he was. He could have toured the hospital unassisted, but he played to their expectations and used the

wheeled walker..he was prepared to find Vanadium sitting at the pine table, enjoying- a cup of coffee. The kitchen was deserted..Agnes delighted in

their conversations. Barty was far ahead of the language learning curve for his age, but he was still a child, and his observations were filled with

innocence and charm. "You mean your cold is like in your nose but not in your feet?".Everything was proceeding precisely as Junior had

envisioned in the instant when Naomi had first discovered the rotten section of railing and had nearly fallen without assistance. The entire plan had

come to him, wholly formed, in a blink, and during the following two circuits of the observation deck, he had mulled it over, seeking flaws but

finding none..Junior had seen the silvery coin snapping off the cop's thumb and spinning upward. Now it was gone, as though it had vanished in

midair..Currently, the rental market was extremely tight. The first day of his search resulted only in the discovery that he was going to have to pay

more than he expected even for modest quarters..He bolted up from the sofa, saying too loudly, "Canned hams," but at once he realized this made

no sense, none, zip, so he searched desperately for something coherent to say--"Potatoes, corn chips"--which was equally ridiculous. Now Obadiah

was staring at him with that concerned alarm you saw on the faces of people watching an epileptic in an uncontrolled fit, so Edom plunged across

the living room as though he were falling off a ladder, toward the front door, struggling to explain himself as he went: "We've brought some, there

are some, I'll get some,.Ten months later, Simon called again, also regarding Cain, but this time the attorney was the client, and Cain was the target.

What Simon wanted Nolly to do was strange, to say the least, and it could be construed as harassment, but none of it was exactly illegal. And for

two years, beginning with the quarter in the cheeseburger, ending with the coin-spitting machines, all of it had been great fun..Knickknacks and

mementos were not to be found anywhere in the house. And until now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the

kitchen..Into her fevered mind came an image of a milk-glass infant, as translucent as Joey at the back door of the ambulance. Fearing that this

vision meant her child would be stillborn, she said, My baby, but no sound escaped her..Zedd endorses self-pity, but only if you learn to use it as a

springboard to anger, because anger-like hatred--can be a healthy emotion when properly channeled. Anger can motivate you to heights of
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achievement you otherwise would never know, even just the simple furious determination to prove wrong the bastards who mocked you, to rub

their faces in the fact of your success. Anger and hatred have driven all great political leaders, from Hider to Stalin to Mao, who wrote their names

indelibly across the face of history, and who were-each, in his own way-eaten with self-pity when young..Since he knew where Celestina would be

on January 12, there was no point in taking risks to find her sooner. He had plenty of time to prepare for their encounter, time to savor the sweet

anticipation..The six-foot-tall statue was of a nude woman, formed from scrap metal, some of it rusted and otherwise corroded. The feet were made

from gear wheels of various sizes and from bent blades of broken meat cleavers. Pistons, pipes, and barbed wire formed her legs. She was busty:

hammered soup pots as breasts, corkscrews as nipples. Rake-tine hands were crossed defensively over the misshapen bosom. In a face sculpted

from bent forks and fan blades, empty black eye sockets glared with hideous suffering, and a wide-mouthed shriek accused the world with a silent

but profound cry of horror.."And you give yourself far too little credit," Salk continued gently. "There's no doubt in my mind that Perri was a hero.

But she was married to a hero, as well.".Now, since he didn't intend to date this woman again, he grabbed the only chance he might ever have to

learn the intimate, eccentric details of her life. He began in her kitchen, with the contents of the refrigerator and cupboards, concluding his tour in

her bedroom..The parsonage was a clean, respectable, and even charming house, but nothing about it might be called grand. No sweeping staircase

offered a glamorous showcase adequate for Scarlett O'Hara. Instead, the stairs were enclosed, accessed by a door in one comer of the living

room..Junior lifted the pattie with a fork, found no quarter under it, and put the meat on one half of the bun. He constructed the sandwich from

these fixings, added ketchup and mustard, and took a great, delicious, satisfying bite..After a while, he dared to crack his eyelids. Pressing against

his eyes was a blackness as smooth and as unrelenting as any known by a blind man. Not even a ghost of light haunted the night beyond the

window, and the slats of the venetian blind were as hidden from view as the meatless ribs under Death's voluminous black robe..Because the upper

part of the hospital bed was somewhat raised, he didn't have to lift his head from the pillow to study the corner where the phantom waited. He

peered beyond the IV rack, past the foot of the.Somewhere in the world he had a deadly enemy: Bartholomew, who had something to do with

babies, a total stranger yet an implacable foe..After a silent moment of surprise, Nork or Knacker, or Hisscus, said, "Your sentiment is

understandable, Mr. Cain, but it's customary in these matters--".When she turned to him again, he had already slipped into his jacket and snatched

the car keys off the foyer table. He put his left hand under her right arm, as though Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.He sat on the edge of the

bed and held her right hand. She had passed away such a short time ago that her skin was still warm..Junior would have liked to pursue spiritual

matters with Sklent, but numerous other partyers wanted their time with the great man. In parting, sure that he would give the artist a laugh, Junior

withdrew the brochure for "This Momentous Day" from his jacket and coyly asked for an opinion of Celestina White's paintings..Because of her

occasional bad dreams, Angel chose to sleep now and then in her mother's bed instead of in her own room, and this was one of those

nights..Kathleen expected this would prove to be true. She herself was not frightened by Thomas Vanadium's appearance; but then she had been

prepared for it before she first saw him. And she wasn't a murderer, fearful of retribution, to whom this particular face would seem like Judgment

personified..With the uniformed troopers was a stocky, late-fortyish, brush-cut man in black slacks and a gray herringbone sports jacket. His face

was almost pan flat, his first chin weak, his second chin stronger than the first, and his function unknown to Junior. He would have been the least

likely man to be noticed in a ten-thousand-man convention of nonentities, if not for the port-wine birthmark that surrounded his right eye,

darkening most of the bridge of his nose, brightening half his forehead, and returning around the eye to stain the upper portion of his cheek..At the

midpoint of the table, directly under the chandelier, the flashing silvery disc turned through the air, turned, turned, turned out of this world into

another..She might have attributed his problem to eyestrain from all the reading he'd done during the past few days. She might have put drops in his

eyes, told him to leave the books alone for a while, and sent him into the backyard to play. She might have counseled herself not to be one of those

alarmist mothers who detected pneumonia in every sniffle, a brain tumor behind every headache..face with one hand, as if pulling off cobwebs.

"Did you say you were in my house?".He did not look at the battered face. Dare to meet those shuttered eyes, and they might spring open, full of

blood and fix him with a crucifying stare..Holding up his misshapen hands, knobby knuckles toward Agnes, Obadiah said, "How do you think they

became like this?".For all his brilliance, however, he was still a boy who loved to run and jump and tumble. Who swung from the backyard oak tree

in a rope-and-tire swing. Who was thrilled when given a tricycle. Who giggled in delight while watching his uncle Jacob roll a shiny quarter end

over-end across his knuckles and perform other simple coin tricks..Standing at graveside, Junior was in a foul mood. He was weary of pretending to

be deep in grief..Ordinarily, a child of three would be too young to learn the use of a blind man's cane, but Barty wasn't ordinary. Initially, no cane

was available for such a small child, so Barty began with a yardstick sawn off to twenty-six inches. By his last day, they had for him a custom cane,

white with a black tip; the sight of it and all that it implied brought tears to Agnes just when she thought her heart had toughened for the task

ahead..Wally and Celestina went to dinner at the Armenian restaurant from which he'd gotten takeout on the day in '65 that he rescued her and

Angel from Neddy Gnathic. Red tablecloths, white dishes, dark wood paneling, a cluster of candles in red glasses on each table, air redolent of

garlic and roasted peppers and cubeb and sizzling soujouk-plus a personable staff, largely of the owners' family-created an atmosphere as right for

celebration as for intimate conversation, and Celestina expected to enjoy both, because this promised to be a most momentous day in more ways

than one..After wiping her floury hands, Agnes took the book from him and, examining it, could find nothing wrong. She flipped back a few pages,

then a few forward, but the lines of type were crisp and clear. "Show me where, honey.".Celestina circled him, half carrying but also half dragging
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the chair, either because her nerves were still ringing and her arms were weak--or because she was faking weakness in the hope of luring him to a

reckless response. Junior circled her while she rounded oil him frantically trying to deal with the pistol without taking his eyes off his

adversary..Agnes's big brother by six years, Edom had lived in one of the two apartments above the large detached garage, behind the main house,

since he was twenty-five, when he'd left the working world. He was now thirty-six..This was a California live oak, green even in winter, although

its leaves were fewer now than they would be in warmer seasons. The elaborate branch structure, reflected around him, was an exquisite and

harmonious maze overlaying a mosaic of sunlight green on grass, and something in its patterns suddenly touched him, moved him, seized his

imagination. He felt as if he were balanced on the brink of an astonishing insight..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and

triggered a golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's voice in the hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day

when Naomi died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on the lives of others and on the shape of the

future.....With a prayer to the Holy Mother, Maria held one third of a knave of spades to the bright flame of the first candle. When it caught fire, she

dropped the fragment into the votive glass, and as it was consumed, she said aloud, "For Peter," referring to the most prominent of the twelve

apostles.."I sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling her rotten.".The Worry Bear carries

worries in his pockets. Under his Panama hat and in two gold lockets. Carries worries on his back and under his arms. Nevertheless, dear old Worry

Bear has his charms..THE CRISP CRACKLE of faux flames, the way they made them in the days of radio dramas, back in the 1930s and '40s,

when he was a boy: cellophane..On a street a half mile from the airport in Eugene, he sat in the parked Dodge long enough to gingerly unwind the

bandages and use a tissue to wipe off the pungent but useless salve he'd purchased at a pharmacy. Although he pressed the Kleenex to his face so

gently that the pressure might not have broken the surface tension on a pool of water, the agony of the touch was so great that he nearly passed out.

The rearview mirror revealed clusters of hideous, large, red knobs with glistening yellow heads, and at the sight of himself, he actually did pass out

for a minute or two, just long enough to dream that he was a grotesque but misunderstood creature being pursued through a stormy night by crowds

of angry villagers with torches and pitchforks, but then the throbbing agony revived him.."I love you, Daddy," she said, and put the palms of her

hands flat against his temples..From the far end of the table, Agnes said, "For starters, Tom, we all want to hear about the rhinoceros and the other

you.".In agreement, Maria pushed the stack of unused cards aside, and she peered at her hands as if she wanted to scrub them for a long time under

hot water..One of the hardest things that she had ever done was to leave him then, alone in his room, with the hateful something still quietly

growing in his eye. She wanted to move the armchair close to his bed and watch over him throughout the night..A sedan had come to a stop in the

graveled driveway, over to the right of the house, almost out of view. As Junior watched, the headlights were doused. The engine shut off. The

driver's door opened. A man got out of the car, a shadowy figure in the fearsome yellow moonlight. The dinner guest..Junior was starving, but he

didn't trust his bowels enough to risk dinner in a restaurant. The affliction seemed to have passed, but it might recur when he had food in his system

again..deodar cedars with layers of drooping branches surrounded the place, and usually they seemed sheltering, but now they loomed,

ominous..Junior liked women who drank a lot. They were usually amorous or at least unresistant..She leaned against the apartment door for a long

moment, holding on to the doorknob and to the thumb-turn of the second deadbolt, as though she were convinced that if she let go, she would float

off the floor like a cloud-stuffed child.."Dr. Lipscomb delivered the baby like two minutes ago. The afterbirth hasn't even been removed yet," the

nurse informed her..On the sofa, Celestina finally worked up the courage to dial her parents' number in Spruce Hills..Jacob grunted, but probably

not because he'd heard what had been said about him, more likely because he'd just turned the page to find a photo of dead cattle piled up like

driftwood against the American Legion Hall in some flood-ravaged town in Arkansas..More often than not, in a social situation, regardless of its

nature, there came a time when Edom had to bolt, and here now was the time, not because he floundered at a loss for words, not because he became

panicked that he would say the wrong thing or would knock over his coffee cup, or would in some way prove himself foolish or as clumsy as a

clown in full pratfall, but in this instance because he didn't want to bring his tears into Agnes's day. Recently she'd had too many tears in her life,

and though these were not tears of anguish, though they were tears of love, he didn't want to burden her with them..He surprised himself by sitting

up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".By the time he ordered cr?me brulee for dessert, he was able to laugh at himself. Had he

expected to see a ghost enjoying a cocktail and free cashews at the bar?.Highly impressed by the spot-on hyena scream with which Frieda had

purged herself of the childhood emotional trauma inflicted by an authoritarian grandmother, Junior asked her to go out with him..to prayer instead,

asking for the wisdom to understand why this was happening to her and for the strength to cope with her pain and with her loss..Junior's

attorney-Simon Magusson--insisted upon full disclosure of maintenance records and advisories relating to the fire tower and to other forest-service

structures for which the state and the county had sole or joint custodial responsibility. If a wrongful--death suit was filed, this information would

have to be divulged anyway during normal disclosure procedures prior to trial, and since maintenance logs and advisories were of public record,

Hisscus and Knacker and Nork agreed to provide what was requested..An SFPD patrol car swept past, its siren silent, the rack of emergency

beacons flashing on its roof..According to the cards, Barty would be rich financially, but also in talent, spirit, intellect. Rich in courage and honor,

Maria promised. With a wealth of common sense, good judgment, and luck..mouth was turned down in half a frown. From the corner of her lips

oozed a stream.During the past week, he had ferreted out what he could about the nurse. She was thirty, divorced, without kids, and lived

alone..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the wall, easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here,
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listening..Intuition told Tom Vanadium that the removal of the paintings was significant, but he wasn't a talented enough Sherlock to leap

immediately to the meaning of their absence..With the second shot, the dead woman tumbled out of her chair, and the chair clattered onto its

side.."It sure is," Barty said. When only a mortified silence followed his remark, he added: "Gee, I thought that was kinda funny.".He didn't rely on

sounds to help him find his way, though here and there one served as a marker of his progress. Twelve paces from his room, a floorboard squeaked

almost inaudibly under the hallway carpet, which told him that he was seventeen paces from the head of the stairs. He didn't need that muffled

creak to know exactly where he was, but it always reassured him..Junior descended the escalator two steps at a time, not content to let it carry him

along at its own pace. When he reached the second floor, however, he found that Vanadium's ghost had done what ghosts do best: faded away.

Abandoning his search for the perfect tie chain but determined to remain calm, Junior decided to have lunch at the St. Francis Hotel..were

uniformly negative, frequently hilarious, but never as succinct and violent as Sklent's..They were in the rain, the solid-glassy-pounding-roaring

rain, every bit as much as Gene Kelly had been when he danced and sang and capered along a storm-soaked city street in that movie, but whereas

the actor had been saturated by the end of the number, these two children remained dry. Tom's eyes strained to resolve this paradox, even though he

knew that all miracles defied resolution.."But I had greater facility with cards than most magicians. I trained with Moses Moon, greatest card

mechanic of his generation."."Yours is a harder job than mine," Lipscomb told Grace, dandling Angel as he spoke. "I have no doubt of that.".Some

acts were distasteful, too, such as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his badge..Everyone from the pie caravan had gathered under

the oak. The entire family, in its many names, adults and children, heads tipped back hands shielding their eyes from the late sun, watched Barty's

progress in all but complete silence..Too much, far too much to contend with, and so unfair: finding the Bartholomew needle in the haystack, hives,

seizures of vomiting and diarrhea, losing a toe, losing a beloved wife, wandering alone through a cold and hostile world without a heart mate,

humiliated by transvestites, tormented by vengeful spirits, too intense to enjoy the benefits of meditation, Zedd dead, the prospect of prison always

looming for one reason or another, unable to find peace in either needlework or sex..Requital. Restitutional apology, which must have been learned

in a law school where English was the second language. Even atonement..Recently, Wally administered to Angel a set of apperception tests for

three-year-olds, and the results indicated that she might not ever be a math whiz or a verbal gymnast, but that she might be highly talented in other

ways. Her appreciation of color, her innate understanding of the derivation of secondary hues from the primary colors, her sense of spatial

relationships, and her recognition of basic geometric forms regardless of the angle at which they were presented were all far beyond what was

exhibited by other kids her age. Wally said she was visually, rather than verbally, gifted, that she would undoubtedly exhibit increasing

precociousness in matters artistic, that she might follow Celestina's career path, and that she might even prove to be a prodigy.
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