
Among The Goths And Vandals

AMONG THE GOTHS AND VANDALS
Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers

for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk

dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he

proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who

came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused

perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with

saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress

dcccclxxxv.Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he

occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast.

Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto

him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a

stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take

thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my

money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might

have sight..When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned

them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this,

he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have

stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called

aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother

and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that

of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to

her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied

the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage

of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water,

nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down

the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..88. The

Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of

the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she became as she were a

willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? "The glory's

not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".Presently a villager passed by [the pit and

finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her

and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to

suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that,

when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his

account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke

and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and

that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with

whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is

said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the

thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and

he released him..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who

baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our

efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating

themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou

heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour

for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth

that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if
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the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".So the friend turned to the sharper and said to

him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is

innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is

with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were

with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was

confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..Now the

king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life

seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there

would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design;

and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied,

'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is

infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with

him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever

thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..'There was once an

old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and

returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff

and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?"

Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper thee!".? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast

sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made

itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by

Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the

story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that

which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after

slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for

this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".As for the singer,

when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof

and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the

druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down

and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up

again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now

the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a

thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the

Lady and Muslim ben el Welid dclxx.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render

to you..It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to

the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had

taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate.

Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he

came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his

bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign.

(155).One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad

them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to

return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their

former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped

them in prison..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house

and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes,

O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his

shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer

would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200)
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and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and

went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house

till the morrow..80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.When the king

heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other] sages testified [to the

correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of him; but he showed

him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his ordinance, for that

needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the putting of me to

death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he will.".Then they

drank till they were drunken, and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him

who sought an alms of thee and thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me

in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook

his head and stroked his beard, whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me,

"Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat

redoubled. (136) Presently, the doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I,

"Thinkest thou to delude me?" And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no

good and methinketh he will slay thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying,

"When our chief riseth to do his occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do

thou go whithersoever thou wilt.".So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a

raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the

mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I

collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris

and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and

seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and

stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its

owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant,

[the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of

worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof

is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other];

but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring

worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy

saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.'

And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ?

? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love of thee?.Think not that I forget

our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).15. The Cat and the Crow cl.I marvelled at this with the utmost

wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought

him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as

a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The,

i 293..(When Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God

who hath occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare

the vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).The First Night of the Month.No good's in

life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce,

they never would assign. (194).?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..When he saw those many

bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he entreated

me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou

art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but God delivered

thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a

great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return

to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants'

bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own

country.'.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight
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and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy

long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed,

this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her

forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before

Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred

thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand, appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before

the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and

divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following

verses:.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war

upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of

illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in

the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was

grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer,

saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he

continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Merchant of

Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171.."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell that

in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for beauty

and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any one of

them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son," answered

his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails; nay, I

cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters of the

kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst the fire

raged in his entrails..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience,"

answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an

old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live,

and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother

Agib dcxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for

mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries, too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".As an

instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents,

which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before

the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected

errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars

pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties

presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of

the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat

ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One

Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest thanks..Peace on you,

people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should

go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou

wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the

Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear

gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept

and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I

looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They

did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a

woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii. 20..? ? ?

? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.Now the king's

son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a

swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him

to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of
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an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the

loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his

face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?'

So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..Death, The Man whose Caution

was the Cause of his, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be

vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? An if my

substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND THE SIXTEEN

OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows

past allay..When the king heard this, he said in himself, "Since the tither repented, in consequence of the admonitions [of the woodcutter], it

behoves that I spare this vizier, so I may hear the story of the thief and the woman." And he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging..Presently, in

came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God!

Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then

he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time

for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad."

Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou

sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead

and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el

Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is

well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent

ones,.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny

and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be

everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my

food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook,

who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this

wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there

is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he

gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was

to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".When he heard her words,

the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his

sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in

the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know

me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was

one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the

standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my

wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst

thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of

alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return

to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my

country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? So make me

in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken

many a heart among the amorous race.".? ? ? ? ? Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I; Amongst the fragrant flow'rets there's none

with me can vie..Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and with her her three

sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the utmost joy and

they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the Mughrebi to that of

her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the moment when Iblis

came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of sundown drew near and the

day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of sundown, that He would

reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when they waxed many and their

posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand (219) against other than you

and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the man cut, when it was single;
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then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others against yourselves (221) or

ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of (224) your word. Now I

have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..31. The

City of Lebtait dxxxii.When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of the [promised] story. "Hearkening and

obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in

to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee

and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So

they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee

from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and

pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the

Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that

she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to

him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs

must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king

speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went

out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before

the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a

piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life,"

answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and

he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of

the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232)

midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd

become all wasted and tortured and pale..Now, when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should

get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the

morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered

with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her,

whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and

that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee

with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on

thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It

is well. Do so.".When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs

of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his

chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the

utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a

chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers

and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons

and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had

eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair

slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other

jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and

rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.O

friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning draweth near, iii. 123..For the uses of food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram

of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in with his wishes and equipped

him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth set out, trusting in the blessing

of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for Noureddin Ali, he gave not over

travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for the bath, where he did away that

which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen stuff, worth an hundred dinars.

Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as he went. His gait confounded all

those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his cheeks and his black eyes of

Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from calamity; [for he was] even as saith
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of him one of his describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of

death and distance drear..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince

dccccv.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Had we thy coming known, we would for

sacrifice Have poured thee out heart's blood or blackness of the eyes;.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Fair patience practise, for thereon still

followeth content, iii. 116..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to

the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with

all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and

pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our

uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though

thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst

them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but

out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Fifth Officer's Story, The,

ii. 144..? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..Thereupon there sallied forth

to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his

adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith!

Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared

to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then

the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place

of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when

some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars]

and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the

damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky.

When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present

were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of

trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So

the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst

their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when

they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at

another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin,

iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright.
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