A Seventeenth Century Autobiography

A SEVENTEENTH CENTURY AUTOBIOGRAPHY
So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper
was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of
this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he
carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I
beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el
Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and
he would fain have thee be present with him.".? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all
assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be
saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and
come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this
youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one
day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose
word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with
evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of
the folk may desist from him.".Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..When the evening evened, the king sent for
the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king,
that.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.The folk
flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El
Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred
dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand
dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars
and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the
elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i.
89..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her
bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is
this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou
departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his
odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..So the folk gathered together
to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I
entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By
Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off, without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave
thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each
other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them, 'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by
Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!' Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest
me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy
dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I
will tell thee.".When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas.
When she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away.
After awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter,
and with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said,
"Belike, she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii.
256..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of
hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had
in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.'
Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding
joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the
Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two
kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present, whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The
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king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of
happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and
low..? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..On the morrow, he
betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the
singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the
woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she
wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the
druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee
at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but
that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was
assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the
door..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him
but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged.
By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written
upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and
said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay
thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the
false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.18. Ardeshir and Heyat
en Nufous ccclxiv.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan
turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby
he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed
his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the
lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and
coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and
goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O
son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14)
this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not
to be endured of mountain nor of plain..138. Hind Daughter of En Numan and El Hejjaj dclxxxi.Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.When Er Reshid
drew near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like
to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart
and applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw
him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in
a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he
were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and
memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But,
when ye came back, we were quickened anew..Then came forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter
and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..72. Haroun er Reshid and
the three Girls ccclxxxvii.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said, "It is well.
Know, O king, that.So I arose and putting in my sleeve a handkerchief, wherein was a good sum of money, followed the woman, who went on
before me and gave not over walking till she brought me to a by-street and to a door, which she bade me open. I refused and she opened it and
brought me into the vestibule. As soon as I had entered, she locked the door of entrance from within and said to me, 'Sit [here] till I go in to the
slave-girls and cause them enter a place where they shall not see me.' 'It is well,' answered I and sat down; whereupon she entered and was absent
from me a moment, after which she returned to me, without a veil, and said, 'Arise, [enter,] in the name of God.' (127) So I arose and went in after
her and we gave not over going till we entered a saloon. When I examined the place, I found it neither handsome nor agreeable, but unseemly and
desolate, without symmetry or cleanliness; nay, it was loathly to look upon and there was a foul smell in it..On the morrow, the Commander of the
Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would
have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and
obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him,
neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these
three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote
a-seventeenth-century-autobiography.pdf
Page 2/9

A Seventeenth Century Autobiography

a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..When the merchants saw
him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy,
bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and
have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with
God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to
buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair
speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled
to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the
shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her
husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan
lxxii.When she had made an end of her verses, El Abbas bade the third damsel, who came from Samarcand of the Persians and whose name was
Rummaneh, sing, and she answered with "Hearkening and obedience." Then she took the psaltery and crying out from the midst of her bead (130)
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship,
whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his
vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he
singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects
(257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.'
So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of
estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his
Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit,
a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the
picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in
a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of
body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that
they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me
largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady was caused by the
picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and made his former
lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give him tidings
thereof..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was
desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened fruits galore..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and
mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did
he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they
rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by
night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he stood one night
privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What doth
this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and
done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.'.When
the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance
and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day
upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother
mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the
Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with
her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played
one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance.
(166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell
again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the
kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with
child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When
El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with
that matter..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?"
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asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his
stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning
to his comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he
took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded
that nought should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was
forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among
those who make a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and
he said..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw
the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment
indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech
such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's
water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?'
Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate
the patient's malady..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun,
great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she
forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court
of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou
hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?'
'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour
him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was
slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these
parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my
wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Some misconception seems to exist as to the story of Seif
dhoul Yezen, a fragment of which was translated by Dr. Habicht and included, with a number of tales from the Breslau Text, in the fourteenth Vol.
of the extraordinary gallimaufry published by him in 1824-5 as a complete translation of the 1001 Nights (224) and it has, under the mistaken
impression that this long but interesting Romance forms part of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night, been suggested that a complete
translation of it should be included in the present publication. The Romance in question does not, however, in any way, belong to my original and
forms no part of the Breslau Text, as will be at once apparent from an examination of the Table of Contents of the latter (see post, p. 261), by which
all the Nights are accounted for. Dr. Habicht himself tells us, in his preface to the first Vol. of the Arabic Text, that he found the fragment
(undivided into Nights) at the end of the fifth Volume of his MS., into which other detached tales, having no connection with the Nights, appear to
have also found their way. This being the case, it is evident that the Romance of Seif dhoul Yezen in no way comes within the scope of the present
work and would (apart from the fact that its length would far overpass my limits) be a manifestly improper addition to it. It is, however, possible
that, should I come across a suitable text of the work, I may make it the subject of a separate publication; but this is, of course, a matter for future
consideration..Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and
noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for
indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and
return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore
fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave,
except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's,
whose belov'd is in the litters' shrined..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so
he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt
assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and
five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and
blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had
practised upon them.'"'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..Thy haters say
and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me
and I rejoice to hear..109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish
all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place."
"By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a
lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we
a-seventeenth-century-autobiography.pdf
Page 4/9

A Seventeenth Century Autobiography

took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the
key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh
ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith
the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and
expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us
had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..Now the king was leaning back upon
the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of
heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi
knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).Then
he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided
her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she
set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation
and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said,
'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,'
answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to
be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his
eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and
distance drear..So he opened to me and I went out and had not gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life
was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one,"
naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things." So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I
have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.'
Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a
long while, [without farther news]..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles.
So they were lighted and he sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O
king of the age and lord of the time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto
thee, of His favour and beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of
any of the kings before thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who
submit [themselves unto God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women
and soothfast men and soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women
who order themselves humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities
and women who guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto
them forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to
consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? Thou that the dupe of yearning art, how many a melting wight In waiting for the unkept
tryst doth watch the weary night!.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without
my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you
remain..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..Then she sent
to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why,
then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which
thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.'
When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So
Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads
of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding,
(123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his
master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death;
but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then
he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine
ambassador.'.? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..?
? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me
have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..? ? ? ?
? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but
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his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El
Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered,
"We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we
questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his
case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his
offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that
he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred
black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So
hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of
tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned
away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of
linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and
perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her,
"O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and
taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou
that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..When the evening evened, the
king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of
the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.9. Kemerezzeman
and Budour ccxviii.His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.O son of
Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..39. Abou
Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case,
whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El
Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in
quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!"
answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him.
So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked
the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long
drawn out and expectation drear..107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..?
? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me
and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife
by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he
turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no
knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O
vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in
another..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah,
O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of
the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said,
"Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and
forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and
bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a
gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in
all manner ways.".When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me and sprinkled
water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that
suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her loss."
Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote together;
and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we departed from
him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to us for gift, And
me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..115. The Angel of Death and the King of the
Children of Israel cccclxiii.It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his
friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God
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the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they
donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk,
and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed.
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