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Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his
lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.'
And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to
do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a
bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).Then came
forward the fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..'A
great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140)
pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men
and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance
from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and
made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?"
And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel,
flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the
way..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people
of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they
slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this
was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it
should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..When the king
heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the
morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST
PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and
sang the following verses:.The Fourth Day..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart
consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their
number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks
(now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir,
so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off
safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad,
[replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..Then they ate and the tables
were removed and they washed their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest
the place and with thy presence enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath
spread its wings for departure and there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its
strings on rare wise, played thereon after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the
music. Then she fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship,
indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.On this wise they abode
months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed
with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the
cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs
and found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..There came to a king of the kings, in his
old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said
to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give
myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and
make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still
with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at
Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed,
Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how
good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had
reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady
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Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came
to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to
her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath
befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".45. Ali Shir (230) and
Zumurrud dlxix.Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking
off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and
passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to
Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.17. The Merchant of Oman
cccliv.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled
and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be
with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him
who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched
high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou
puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go
forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the
sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is
under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police
dciii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? c. The
Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to
fair..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not,
seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my
concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it
was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands
and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and
clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my
sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into
slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled,
seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long going about [searching for
thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".? ? ? ? ?
For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..87. The Lovers of
the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..When Sindbad the Sailor had
made an end of his story, all who were present marvelled at that which had befallen him. Then he bade his treasurer give the porter an hundred
mithcals of gold and dismissed him, charging him return on the morrow, with the rest of the folk, to hear the history of his seventh voyage. So the
porter went away to his house, rejoicing; and on the morrow he presented himself with the rest of the guests, who sat down, as of their wont, and
occupied themselves with eating and drinking and merry-making till the end of the day, when their host bade them hearken to the story of his
seventh voyage. Quoth Sindbad the Sailor,.? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've
lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came
forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were
moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first
dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she
was even as saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and
grew,.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to
escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not
obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause
of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches]
practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy
thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was
to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was
on this wise..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso
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considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how
they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration,
for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto
we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless,
she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against
us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His
foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this
night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye
is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis
praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Then he stripped him of his clothes and clapping on his neck a heavy chain,
bound him to a high lattice and fell to drubbing him two bouts a day and two anights; and on this wise he abode the space of ten days. Then his
mother came to him and said, "O my son, O Aboulhusn, return to thy reason, for this is the Devil's doing." Quoth he, "Thou sayst sooth, O my
mother, and bear thou witness of me that I repent [and forswear] that talk and turn from my madness. So do thou deliver me, for I am nigh upon
death." So his mother went out to the superintendant and procured his release and he returned to his own house..So Selim came forward and kissing
the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and
his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he
had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and
how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather
with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease
for the space of a full-told year..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and
cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and
carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when
the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by
Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off
my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he,
and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of
God the Most High..Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Then the Khalif summoned her to his presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took
the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the
king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of
him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they
brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my
hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O
holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty;
so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I
agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father
and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of
accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that
which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst
concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be
His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.? ? ? ? ? They have departed;
but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the
cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it
was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the
folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught
of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one
syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on
the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be
delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.? ? ? ? ? All
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charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of
Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she
called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh
her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they
should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he
dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the
Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that
thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy
booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my
vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and
my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and
needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of
Yemen.".Sons, Story of King Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my
comrades came round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with
confusion, said to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will
assuredly not sit down under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his
colour paled and his limbs smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the
matter for him. (106) Then we departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? I am become,
for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he awoke from his heedlessness and said,
'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and nought diminished, for I am King
Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.' So he went forth to one of the
mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God
accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he was certified of this in the
dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the king's retainers, who said
to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who enters this city, he destroys
him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most High.' And they answered,
saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.So Aamir took the
water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him,
"Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man
and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him
and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir,
"I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named
Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he,
"We would fain see him, my friend and I.".There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair
wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the
most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take
thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of
patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that
shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he
and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his
wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed
against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.When the evening
evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O august king, that.When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou
wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a
great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with
them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself.
When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it
befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his
joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of
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standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause
me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This
is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the
old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to
them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were
vouchsafed children by them..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the
gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a
sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour and restored him
to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment
upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer
of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..89. Mesrour and Ibn
el Caribi cccxcix.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in
sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest
of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour
and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she
is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our
heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension,
generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the
manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of
expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and
other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet
betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his
crew]..Then came up El Abbas to the door of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them
down with the end of his lance. Then he called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but
thou art minded to quell that of those who sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the
Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee.
Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the
cup of death!" So saying, he drew his sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat.
Then he smote the vizier and clove his head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we
unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and
plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my
masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the
bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver
us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote
the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you,
and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.? ? ? ?
? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.4. The Three Apples lxix.Now the lodging in question adjoined the king's house, and whilst the
merchant was rejoicing in this and saying, 'Verily, my luck hath returned and I shall live in this king's shadow the rest of my life,' he espied an
opening walled up with stones and clay. So he pulled out the stones and clearing away the earth from the opening, found that it was a window
giving upon the lodging of the king's women. When he saw this, he was affrighted and rising in haste, fetched clay and stopped it up again. But one
of the eunuchs saw him and misdoubting of him, repaired to the Sultan and told him of this. So he came and seeing the stones pulled out, was wroth
with the merchant and said to him, 'Is this my recompense from thee, that thou seekest to violate my harem?' And he bade pluck out his eyes. So
they did as he commanded and the merchant took his eyes in his hand and said, 'How long [wilt thou afflict me], O star of ill-omen? First my
wealth and now my life!' And he bewailed himself, saying, 'Endeavour profiteth me nought against evil fortune. The Compassionate aided me not
and endeavour was useless.'.Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or
female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay
her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch.
Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife
dcccclxiii.When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He
broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.So the notary went up to the
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lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then
he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with
it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the
notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the
lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the
lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned
marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a
load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy
subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each
other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of
goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a
light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and
embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim
and Selma abode amazed..Unjust King and the Tither, The, i. 272.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his
good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the
stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the
bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house,
where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither
invited him..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and
the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their
companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his
going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight
of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom
endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on
you!].So, when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat
down]. Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain
say. So he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had
taught them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it,
proceedeth from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this
would not be difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest
and he hath incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my
proof against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me
to-morrow.".95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..A certain thief was a [cunning]
workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with
any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his
secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he
found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to
him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth,
and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter
of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if
he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these
with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them
with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the
claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he
seated him on his left hand.".We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth
I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I
seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into
my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my
lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took
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a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that
which she had done..The Eighth Day..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her,
"By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time
art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him,
whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"
asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another
eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.
"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his
reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am
Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)
thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he
arose and abode wondering at his case..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have
sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and
women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the
allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose
rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief .
cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch
Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.2. The Fisherman and the
Genie iii.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.All this while the
Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and
give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his
feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought
Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him
down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..55. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom]
were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the
king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that
the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby
we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a
daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king
hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him
to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of
his affair.".72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart,
indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the
treaders of the clay..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left
a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time
a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in
himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ?
? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..?
? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].Then said he whom she
had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty
pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her
bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.It befell one day that the king
had occasion to make a journey; so he called his Vizier Kardan and said to him, 'I have a trust to commit to thy care, and it is yonder damsel, my
wife, the daughter of the Vizier [Zourkhan], and I desire that thou keep her and guard her thyself, for that there is not in the world aught dearer to
me than she.' Quoth Kardan in himself, 'Of a truth, the king honoureth me with an exceeding honour [in entrusting me] with this damsel.' And he
answered 'With all my heart.'.Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown
serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.The
money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he
had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes.
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So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what
the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems
(47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his
credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof
he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one
and my case extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in
his house many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but
"daughterling," and indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft,
even as thou seest. Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of
them; but it was only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I
should fall into the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few
days ere he carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now
I desired to learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my
desire of thy presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and
boughtedst me; and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I
took it]; and my purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid
the lute from my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread
dcccclxxxiv.Ibrahim and his Son, Story of King, i. 138..I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the
night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but
I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and
made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its
arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..When the king
heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the
morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..The First Day..? ?
? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth
of love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and the Folk (235) M.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.? ? ? ?
? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'
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