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Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that
nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it,
though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering
desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin
heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the
king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless.
Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? The
wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.121. The Devout Platter-maker and his
Wife cccclxviii.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the
people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they
proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had
made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by
night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his
wife, the daughter of his father's brother..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in
battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and
cried out and recited the following verses:.Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's
Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money
and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed
from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof."
So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,
and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;
whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got
me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I
awaited her..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..So she donned a devotee's habit and
betaking herself to the goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a
stranger, who hath bought him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house
and knocked at the door. The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an
occasion with us?' 'Yes,' answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion
and made the ablution and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest
thou, O pilgrim?' (186) Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to
prayer] before him, who hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her
absent one.' 'O pilgrim,' said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him
of him.' Quoth the old woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.Zubeideh, El
Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're
rent.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and
abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he
would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own
house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his
character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid
hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his
grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..?OF TRUST IN GOD..? ? ? ? ? a. The
Ox and the Ass.Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and
went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man,
she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after
which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of
body and whose heart is wasted all away..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1)
who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his
brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took
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ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her
of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face,
the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie
with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft
speech and gentleness..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he
summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by
the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by
thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.50. El Melik en Nasir and the
Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were
drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou
him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this
is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy
deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he
told the youth..When a year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from
time immemorial, that, when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods,
so they might be [first of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent,
as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the
whole of our desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac
looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth
he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181)
"for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the
Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah
upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying,
'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this
and she swore to him that she would not forget him..When the damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by
Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the
story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that
which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after
slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for
this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".Still by your
ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion.
The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and
impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of
God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this
man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the]
only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept
sore..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst
Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So
she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep
the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon
a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers
dccccxcviii.Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..102. Jouder and his Brothers
dcclxxv.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the
Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good
shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with
a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert
whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the
punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was
delivered.".Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the
kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his
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household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance
and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old
woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented
the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire,
scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle
might,.? ? ? ? ? And unto Irak fared, my way to thee to make, And crossed the stony wastes i' the darkness of the night..Then said the prince to him,
'Make ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where
the people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they
entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair
one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried
him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..All who were
present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over
wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding
delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that
was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand
dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and
endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.44. Haroun er
Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like
unto me they'd become all wasted and tortured and pale..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute
and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It
befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and
behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I
said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled
me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..? ? ? ? ? Favour or
flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and
when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head.
She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the
singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and
opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can
cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who
became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.After that I tarried till three days had
elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I
questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an
ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a
day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her
tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by
your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of
abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who
was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge with God the Most High from Satan the
Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into execution.' Accordingly, she went on
singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the East and the West! May the world be not
bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194) Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,'
answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif (195) Iblis, and I come to thee every
night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life is not pleasant to her, except she
come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou shall find thine advantage and
whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to that end I would have thee come
with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the manifestation of thine affair.' And she
answered, 'In the name of God.'.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou
wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the
latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle
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with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the
virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for
questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not
thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went
down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she
was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch
presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the
Merchant's Wife dxci.Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and
she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy
[present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her
for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth
and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The First
Old Man's Story i.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a
hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my
brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El
Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God
the Most High, the Supreme!'.144. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh dclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite,
And with estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he
stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said
the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is
behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and
between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another
and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this
rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".My heart will never credit that I am far from thee,
ii. 275..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress of [all] sciences and
studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and knowledge galore and
surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children; whereupon compassion
gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce that his heresy, (161) and
God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for the liberation of the
people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek thee. When thou
comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a story of thy goodly
stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the other. 'Surely this
contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in the world to come,
for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept and
Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there
blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..14. The Mouse and the
Weasel cl.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as
she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my
shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I,
"Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and
where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El
Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return
unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth
her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down
blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof;
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wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy
beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall
betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city
and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee."
Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and
entered therein with the night..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket,
wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her,
"The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the
love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the
closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to change a case from foul to fair..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.?
? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an unpierced
pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased from him
and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven days were
past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with his wife to
his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124)
than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying; apprehend its
purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.When El Abbas
heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to
bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and
thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and]
locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun,
cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in
this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have
decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".147. Isaac of
Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode
his day in his house..Then Mesrour carried her to the other end of the sitting-chamber and bound her eyes and making her sit, stood awaiting a
second commandment; whereupon quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "O Commander of the Faithful, with thy permission, wilt thou not vouchsafe this
damsel a share of thy clemency? Indeed, if thou slay her, it were injustice." Quoth he, "What is to be done with her?" And she said, "Forbear to slay
her and send for her lord. If he be as she describeth him in grace and goodliness, she is excused, and if he be not on this wise, then slay her, and this
shall be thy justification against her." (22).? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou
didst illuminate.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the
sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain
and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound.
Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and
this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him
and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.When Zuheir heard his
words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he commanded the two slaves to fetch his
friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of King Zuheir." "What would the king with
me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We went to draw water," answered they, "and
found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith; wherefore we carried him perforce to King
Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself
to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas, "hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they
replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of
thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this;
wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and with us.".45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud
dlxix.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben
Nafi and the, ii. 195..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ?
Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..Now the children had entered the
coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way
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out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to
an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode
weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days,
knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste
Wife dlxxx.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman.
The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of
the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that
wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me
up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That
banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..WOMEN'S CRAFT..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before the
king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..?
? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen
Necklace dccccxciv.God, Of Trust in, i. 114..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Then they went on a little, and
thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took the children from them;
whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the thieves, so haply they may
have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil shall be requited with evil and
his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite off my head and slay me; but
have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of Kirman, and by it a river of water.
So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take up our lodging.' And he left her by
the water and entered the village..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when
he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there
came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk,
the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a
favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and
now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for
by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our
food, I will tell it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to
despair?.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..When his
brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him,
'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the
pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife
and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the
like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand
exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading
therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door
covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle
and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the
treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he
loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the
mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? g. The Fuller and his Wife dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? "Breaker of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've
broken many a heart among the amorous race.".So he returned to his mother (and indeed his spirit was broken), and related to her that which had
happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn,"
answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee
away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his tears flowed and he repeated the following
verses:.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to describe thee.
Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub
the Slave of Love cccxxxii.To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with
break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they
happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept
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and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who
aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..105. Ali
Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.19. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On
me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish
Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.166. Aboulhusn of Khorassan dcccclix.When the two young men presented
themselves before him and set forth their case to him and to the folk and the king heard their speech, he knew them and his heart was like to fly for
joyance in them: the tears poured from his eyes at their sight and that of his wife, and he thanked God the Most High and praised Him for that He
had reunited [him with] them. Then he dismissed the folk who were present about him and bade commit the Magian and the woman and the two
youths to his armoury (65) [for the night], commanding that they should keep guard over them till God caused the morning morrow, so he might
assemble the cadis and the judges and assessors and judge between them, according to the Holy Law, in the presence of the four cadis. So they did
his bidding and the king passed the night praying and praising God the Most High for that which He had vouchsafed him of kingship and puissance
and victory over (66) him who had wronged him and thanking Him who had reunited him with his family.
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