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Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik

Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all,

saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our

consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and

imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but

she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her

uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King

Shehriyar and his Brother..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they

went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and

shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them

with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an

ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him

and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and

thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish

all whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place."

"By Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a

lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we

took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the

key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh

ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith

the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced

him to the spy, iii. 42.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.There was

once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and

loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and

when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources

against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her

for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be

of the goodliest of stuffs.".When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.' But

the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of thine

eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her to

perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou

slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel

to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself

with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before

her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour (123) and found her an

unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and care and sorrow ceased

from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most easeful of life, till seven

days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his father-in-law to depart with

his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought; whereupon he chose out a red camel,

taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and ornaments..When Aamir heard his lord's

verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day,

traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose

in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story

and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said 'Know, then, that.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after

Death cclxx.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE

WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).55. The Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to

her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh,

that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought
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my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit,

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing,

she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy

singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.'

(226).Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw me, he knew

me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him with the case

and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said, "By Allah, this

is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a dead man [for

fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is

perished with desire straightway..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).So we abode there, daily expecting death,

and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five

months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on

it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but

little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that

I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How

long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most

High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,

and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like

a flood they pour across the plain;.So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her;

[and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The

turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away,

and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I

may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to

him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No,"

replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two

places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place."

When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind

was set at ease concerning her..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204)

OF THINGS..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself

upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his

bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the

drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the

greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the

news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who

were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion

and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.When the two kings saw that

woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the

younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,

his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade

him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons

cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy

them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the

curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his

oppressive dealing with them..Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his

father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and

go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father,

till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee

from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the

father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm

and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he
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advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer and

said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a damsel

pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is called

Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an hundred times

and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking; he hath in him

such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to buy her and none

seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her and enquire of her

and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole of this paleness

that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her and consult her of

this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he said, 'Leave

frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul;

or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi

abode in his place till the night was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose

the money? Methinks I were better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.'

Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence

staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the

time grew long on him, his shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he

took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre

(42) there, rained heavy blows upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which

he rose and renewed the beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth

I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a

docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of

fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then

said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her

nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou

acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? a.

The First Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? His love on him took pity and wept for

his dismay: Of those that him did visit she was, as sick he lay..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one

day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to

open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix

upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might

lie..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God

gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and

whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love

essay;.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers

and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and

dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then

the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this

was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and

made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest

Lady's Story xvii.Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and

wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the

chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her

and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour.

Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's

slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went

out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.Then the king acquainted the

people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his

wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that
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which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they rejoiced in each other and

lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of looking to the issues of

affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".It chanced one night that the king sallied

forth without the city and drank and the wine got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will

keep watch myself over the king this night, seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he

arose forthright and drawing his sword, stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there,

with the drawn sword in his hand, and he was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at

this season and in the like of this place?' Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.Now they

had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller,

they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of

the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor,"

added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail,

to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the

bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks

there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and

condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends.

So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was

complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him

and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man

who lost his wealth and his wit.".? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Then

said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation

is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the

building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth

for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off

oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the

affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)

whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses

ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.Then said she to him, "O

my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with

my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my

son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and

beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before

them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!'

and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said

to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded

Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars

and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a

dotard.".? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I

read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return

to thy lord," answered they, "and question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year

agone, and indeed longing for him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so

haply he may light upon tidings of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But

we are all his mamelukes and the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord

and question him of the prince and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they

replied, "He is encamped in the Green Meadow." (96).? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and

the Tither dcccxcix.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off

from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she

had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good

counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to

get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and
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were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit

thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly;

but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How

shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of

him.'.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and

said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I

returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might

overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were

eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of

the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif found with yonder

damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good, O my friend!'

For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.The

Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart,"

answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made

two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with

comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my

money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the

comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and

went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and

repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour

thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath

that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee,

'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o'

th' absent ones,.The Eleventh Day..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and

cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and

carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when

the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by

Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off

my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he,

and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of

God the Most High..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a

chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I

cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency

hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all

honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou

shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the

camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and

cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle;

wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted

from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then

said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ?

? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Now in that town was a man of good breeding and

large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own country with great store of

merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in expenditure, so that he came to

the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the lodging wherein he had

abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in the houses of the

townsfolk from night to night..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a

caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they

might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child

wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?"
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Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and

dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the

parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise,

enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the

house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house

and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the

druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped,

and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come

to her on the morrow..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So

he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this

more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and

requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".?STORY

OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up

to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have

pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this

day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king

and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them

both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself

down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife

is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the

druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the

mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me,

whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were

about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth

the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.When it was the

ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded to put him to death,

he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from him?" Then they took

counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the youth. So they betook

themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee; whilst the king is

occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's wife loveth the

youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against him, and what

shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell me that I am

become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk may be

estopped from us.'".Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the

police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation.

[Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts,

face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before

them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their

delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which

he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to

the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth

that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared

him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused

against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute,

and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire,

for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the

pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Then

she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode

expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and

would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me

a-critical-history-of-the-new-american-studies-1970-1990.pdf

Page 6/10



A Critical History Of The New American Studies 1970 1990

and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore

disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience; [and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on

wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? I am content,

for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let him chide..74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.So the king

bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand

dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and

marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water

and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him,

'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old

man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old

man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of

this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak

truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit,

in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away;

Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? Sure

God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears

denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND

?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy

money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have

departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know

thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the

pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its

building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass."

So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as

I awaited her..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was

upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of

money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now

there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the

following verses:.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his

wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt

entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and

investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to

his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and

obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the

king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not

hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he

went away to his own house..When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..Presently, in

came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the

turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he

was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger.

Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this

and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand

upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she

opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?"

(113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas,

she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her

and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King

Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have

it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she

said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they
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repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? Get

thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).So the old man put his head forth of

the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him enter, and when he came

in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she sprang up to him and

seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them in this plight, he

feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How comes it that I see thee

confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in love with the servant

of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be wroth with me; so

tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take this casting-bottle

of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement, they will come to

themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee."
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